
 

 

14th July 2021 
 

End of Term Update 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
On behalf of all of the staff at SWRA I should like to express our total admiration for your children and 
the magnificent way that they have tackled all of the adversity which this year has dealt them.  Their 
resilience and adaptability has been truly remarkable.  Thanks also to all parents and carers for 
supporting our implementation of the ever-evolving national guidance for schools – we know it has 
not been easy, but thank you for the way you have worked with us in support of your children’s health 
and education. 
 
Monday 19th July onwards 
 
The press has been full of discussion around the lifting of lockdown restrictions from 19th July onwards 
as part of the Government’s move to Step 4 of the roadmap.  I’m sure you will have your own views 
on whether the time is right for this next step to take place.  However, as you will be aware, we have 
an ever-growing number of Covid cases within school (in common with the vast majority of schools 
nationally) and hundreds of our children have already been forced to self-isolate as close contacts of 
affected children.   
 
In line with the guidance we have received from the Lincolnshire Local Authority Health Protection 
Team they have advised schools that ‘retaining bubbles and current risk mitigations until the end of 
term will be the simplest and safest option.’  We intend to follow this advice from the health 
professionals and shall also continue contact-tracing within school if parents report positive Covid 
tests to us up to the end of term.  Thank you in advance for your continuing support in collecting your 
children at the earliest opportunity if you are contacted in this regard.  We should also be extremely 
grateful if parents could continue to support twice-weekly lateral flow testing at home right through 
the school holiday period. 
 
From the end of this term, responsibility for contact tracing will transfer to the NHS in line with the 
national guidance (Schools COVID-19 operational guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk)): 
 

‘From Step 4, close contacts will be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings 
will no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. As with positive cases in any other 
setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case to identify close contacts. Contacts 
from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case 
specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small number 
of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close 
contact… From 16 August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be 
required to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a 
positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed 
they have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would 
encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 18-year-olds will be treated in 
the same way as children until 4 months after their 18th birthday, to allow them the 
opportunity to get fully vaccinated.’ 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1002322/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_for_14_July.pdf


 
 

 
 

Face coverings will continue to be required on all of our school transport routes up to the end of term, 
and we expect this requirement will remain in place into September unless we are advised to the 
contrary by our transport operators. 
 
Summer Examination Results 
 
Exam results days come much earlier this year, with A Level results on 10th August and GCSE results 
on 12th August.  I should like to wish all of our Year 13 and Year 11 students every success.  The grades 
for 2021 are based upon a range of Teacher Assessments and these have been awarded by the 
examination boards based upon a rigorous process of internal moderation and external scrutiny of 
our processes and procedures. 
 
In-School COVID Testing in September 
 
In line with recently issued guidance from Government – and based upon detailed requirements for 
all secondary schools - we shall be operating in-school Covid testing for all pupils upon their return to 
school.  As we need to test all pupils twice, three to five days apart, this will necessitate a staggered 
start to the new school year. 
 
Return dates for our various year groups are as follows: 
 

Monday 6th September – all Year 7 pupils and Year 11 Food Students only.  In addition, all Year 12 
students are required to attend for Covid testing at 12.15pm and Year 13 students must attend from 
2.10pm for Covid testing.   
 
Sixth Form students may return home once they have received the result from their Covid test and 
may travel home on school transport at the end of the school day if their test result is negative. 
 
Tuesday 7th September – all Year 11 pupils and all Year 10 pupils.  Year 12 and Year 13 pupils will 
return to normal timetabled lessons. 
 
Wednesday 8th September – all Year 9 and Year 8 pupils. 
 
Thursday 9th September onwards – All pupils in school accessing normal timetabled lessons, unless 
required for their second Covid test – see schedule below. 
 

 
Covid Testing Schedule (Two Tests for Every Pupil) 
 
The timetable below indicates the Covid Testing schedule that we shall work to over the first six days 
of term: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 Monday 
6th 

Tuesday 
7th 

Wednesday 
8th 

Thursday 
9th 

Friday 
10th 

 Monday 
13th 

Period 1 Year 11 
Food 

Year 11 Year 9 Year 7 Year 11  Year 9 

Period 2 Year 7 Year 11 Year 9 Year 7 Year 11  Year 9 

Period 3 Year 7 Year 11/ 
Year 10 

Year 9/ Year 
8 

Year 7 Year 11/ 
Year 10 

 Year 9/ 
Year 8 

Period 4 Year 12 Year 10 Year 8 Year 12 Year 10  Year 8  

Period 5 Year 13 Year 10 Year 8 Year 13 Year 10  Year 8 

 
School Dinners 
 
Unfortunately, as our Catering Team will all be involved in staffing our Covid Test Centre, school 
dinners will not be available until Tuesday 14th September.  Pupils should bring a packed lunch each 
day.  Pupils in receipt of free school meals will still be able to collect a packed lunch from the school 
Dining Room from 1.15pm to 1.45pm. 
 
The Pattern of the School Day 
 
We shall also be reverting to the traditional pattern for our school day from September. This means 
that we shall return to a four-lesson morning and one-lesson afternoon, with morning break from 
11.00-11.15am and the lunch-break running from 1.15-2.10pm.  Our start time (8.45am) and our finish 
time (3.10pm) remain unchanged. 
 
Protective Measures from September 
 
The latest guidance for schools states the following: 
 

‘At Step 4 we will no longer recommend that it is necessary to keep children in consistent 
groups (‘bubbles’). When we proceed to Step 4, this means that bubbles will not need to be 
used for any summer provision (for example, summer schools) or in schools from the autumn 
term. If your school is still open at Step 4, you may wish to continue with these measures until 
the end of your summer term. As well as enabling flexibility in curriculum delivery, this means 
that assemblies can resume, and you no longer need to make alternative arrangements to 
avoid mixing at lunch.’ 
 

It is, however, difficult to know how the virus might develop or evolve over the Summer and whether 
any of our current mitigations might need to be maintained.   We intend to continue our programme 
of additional in-school cleaning and ensuring all teaching spaces are as well-ventilated as possible.  We 
shall continue to remind pupils about the importance of hand hygiene and regular Covid testing and 
reporting using LFD tests.  Pupils should not attend school if they have any symptoms of Covid or if 
they – or other family members have tested positive for the virus. 
 
Exams in 2022  
 
Schools are still waiting to receive details on how pupils will be assessed in GCSEs, BTECs and A Levels 
in Summer 2022.  The DFE and OFQUAL have started a consultation and you may wish to look at some 
of the proposals that they are considering – details can be accessed through the links below: 



 
 

 
 

 
OFQUAL Proposals for Exams in 2022 
 
Exams 2022: What you need to know about GCSEs and A-levels (schoolsweek.co.uk) 
 
And Finally…. 
 
In the world beyond Covid there are some fantastic developments taking place in school.  We are 
looking forward to welcoming 174 new Year 7 pupils into our school community, we are expecting 
Sixth Form will have grown to approximately 140 students with exciting new Coffee Bar facilities 
planned and our floodlit 3G football pitch is on course to open in early October.  We have certainly 
not allowed Covid to reduce our ambitions for your children and I sincerely hope that next year allows 
us a full year of uninterrupted face-to-face learning in school. 
 
Best wishes for a relaxing, safe and healthy Summer holiday.  I hope we can return to school in 
September hopeful for a more settled and less turbulent year ahead. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Mark Guest 
Headteacher 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001117/6811__Proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs_AS_and_A_levels_in_2022_.pdf
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/exams-2022-what-you-need-to-know-about-plans-for-gcses-and-a-levels/

