
Sir William Robertson Academy News 

WINTER 2020 EDITION  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I can honestly say that in three decades of working in schools, this has been the most unusual and challenging   

half-term ever. We returned in September to a school which at first glance looked very similar to the one our pupils 

all left at the start of lockdown in March. However, scratch beneath the surface and much has changed, as we have 

initiated a raft of protective measures and new procedures to keep our pupils and staff as safe as possible. Our  

language is now peppered with references to ‘social distancing’, ‘protective bubbles’, ‘outside zones’, ‘masks’ and 

‘visors.’ After half-term, ‘One Way Systems’ will also be added to our growing lexicon and daily practice. Our corridors 

and outdoor areas are adorned with 36 hand-wash stations and every classroom is equipped with hand sanitiser, 

desk wipes and anti-viral spray. It is also a bit chilly at times as we try to follow guidance on ensuring appropriate 

ventilation around the building for everyone’s safety! 

I hate the expression ‘the new normal’ because I don’t want any of this to become a permanent or ‘normal’ part of 

our world. I want to believe that everything we are doing is a temporary but essential adaptation which we shall only 

keep for as long as it is needed. People who do not work in schools ask me how the pupils and staff are coping in 

these most unusual times and my response is always the same – ‘fantastically well!’ Our first priority was to return 

all of our children and staff safely to school, but having secured that aim, we are now committed to ensuring our 

pupils resume their learning routines and catch-up on any lost learning or gaps in their knowledge. It is wonderful to 

hear our corridors filled with children’s laughter and excitement once again. 

However, we are not immune to the ever-increasing number of COVID cases in schools nationally and as you will 

know from our e-mails, we have had three confirmed cases in our Sixth Form so far. I am delighted that all of these 

students are doing well and on the road to recovery. Every time we are notified of a confirmed case, we liaise with 

the Lincolnshire local Health Protection Team and follow their professional guidance. Although we had to send the 

whole of our Sixth Form bubble home to self-isolate following these cases before half-term, within 24 hours we were 

able to initiate a full programme of online lessons through Microsoft Teams and Show My Homework. We may need 

to adopt a similar approach with different year groups if – or more likely when - we are notified about any further 

cases in school. 

On a different note, this is my first newsletter opportunity to pay tribute to last year’s Year 11 and Year 13 on their 

wonderful GCSE, BTEC and A Level results. Despite the various government changes to the grade awarding process 

which was to be used following the nationwide cancellation of exams (the OFQUAL algorithm, mock exam results, 

Centre Assessed Grades, etc.) everyone was hugely relieved in school to know that all of our students received    

outcomes which at least reflected their individual ability and hard work. Congratulations to them all and best of luck 

with whatever lies ahead, either in the Sixth Form at university or college, or in the world of work. 

We are under no illusions that as Autumn moves in to Winter, new challenges will certainly emerge for our school 

community. We shall try to keep you informed and updated on any new developments. Our community is remarkably 

resilient, adaptable and positive – these qualities will stand us in very good stead in the months to come. As the Irish 

poet Seamus Heaney said: 

The days are getting shorter and colder, but I ask you to remember: even as the winter comes in, there is hope and 

there is light. 

Thanks to all families for your continuing support and for your on-going reinforcement of the ‘Hands, Face, Space’ 

message with your children. 

Mark Guest, Headteacher. 
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In Memory of Rob Smith– Lead Teacher of Physics 

As some families may be aware, Rob Smith sadly passed away at the start of the 

Summer holidays following a lengthy illness. Rob was an extremely knowledgeable 

Physics teacher who really came into his own working with our A Level Physics       

students on mind-bending concepts which baffled the rest of us! 

Rob’s illness prevented him from being in school for a considerable period of time, 

but our school and its pupils were never far from his thoughts. When he was well 

enough during his treatment, he would come into school to meet-up with the Science 

department and to contribute to discussions with the A Level Physics students in 

their lessons. 

Rob was taken from us too soon, but his influence has helped to enthuse many    

generations of students to wonder at the world and to pursue scientific                    

understanding at A Level and beyond. 

Thank you Mr Smith for the great memories we take from your time at SWRA and 

leaving us with so many intriguing questions about life and the universe. The best 

teachers light a spark of imagination in the minds of their pupils, and you certainly 

achieved this. 

Mark Guest 
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Students Watch Live RSC Broadcast of Macbeth 

Students at Sir William Robertson Academy joined thousands of teenagers from schools across the 

UK to watch a live broadcast of Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ performed by the Royal Shakespeare 

Company.  

 

Year 11 students took part in the Macbeth Schools’ Broadcast on Thursday 5 March, viewing a  

special performance that had been filmed for the occasion. It starred Christopher Eccleston as 

Macbeth and Niamh Cusack as Lady Macbeth. “It gave us the best seats in the house, without   

having to pay a penny,” explained Jenny Mullowney, English Teacher at SWRA. It could cost a     

family hundreds of pounds to travel to see this play live in the theatre, but local students had a 

great view without the ticket price or travel costs. 

 

During breaks in the performance, students viewed tweets from around the country, which kept 

alive the sense that the country’s teenagers were all watching it together. It was interesting to see 

pictures of other schools all watching the same thing at the same time. They also saw live            

interactive interviews with actors and students, which generated lots of discussion in classrooms. 

 

“It gave us chance to see Macbeth from start to finish in one go, which most of us hadn’t done   

before,” said year 11 student, Jasmine Pellett. “It was better than watching one bit at a time in   

lessons, and it gave us the impression of events spinning out of control quickly, which is hard to 

recreate in class”.  

 

The English Department 
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SWRA World Book Day 2020 

Staff and students at SWRA donned their best book outfits and shone during this year’s World 

Book Day. 

During lunchtime, the academy Librarian organised a range of activities for the staff and students 

to participate in, including two quizzes, guess the number of words in ‘Matilda,’ by Roald Dahl, 

crosswords, word searches, colouring in your favourite book characters, working out your ‘World 

Book Day Name’ and the main event, a scavenger hunt looking for book villains across the school! 

With prizes of book vouchers, books, pencils, bookmarks and sweet cones to be won, the Library 

was a hive of activity. What a fantastic day!  

Mrs Costello  



 

SWRA News Page 6 

Dreadlock Alien Revisits SWRA 

A poet laureate and rapper, known as the Dreadlock Alien, revisited our school and provided a   

session with our Year 11 students on Friday 13th March. As well as being a rapper and poet, he is 

an expert in the poems that are set texts for GCSE students.  

 

Our pupils worked with Dreadlock Alien in the school hall, learning how to engage with poetry and 

enjoy its meanings and rhythms through the use of rap (rhythmic, Americanised poetry), creativity 

and performance. 

 

Thanks to all of those who took part! 

 

Miss Reeve 

 

MAKE SURE TO KEEP YOUR EYE OUT FOR REGULAR 

EVENTS HOSTED IN THE LIBRARY– COME AND JOIN IN 

THE FUN! EVENTS WILL BE ADVERTISED ON FACEBOOK 

AND DURING BASE TIME MESSAGES! 
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Pupils Smash it at Lincolnshire Badminton Championships! 

This is the first time SWRA has entered a team into this National competition, following a very      

popular lunch time club. Over 30 students attended trials for the team, with a maximum team of 5 

permitted in the event. The event was held at the Meres Leisure Centre and saw schools from all 

over Lincolnshire playing. With a quick recap of the rules by Lincolnshire Junior Darren-Jay Whitten, 

our teams were ready to take to the courts. Both the girls and boys teams faced some very tough 

competition throughout the whole day, playing against schools that practice multiple times a week in 

state of the art facilities, as well as numerous players who play for external clubs, County teams and 

even some Nationally ranked players! Our students did not let this phase them and were               

determined to improve game-on-game. Their determination and focus on improving their own game 

was outstanding, with their levels of sportsmanship being a credit to the school. 

  

The boys team comprised of Darren-Jay Whitten, Luke Smith, Alfie Briggs-Price, Harley Matts, Ben 

Marshall. In the group stages, Darren-Jay led the way, winning two out of his three singles matches. 

The rest of the team battled hard, with each player getting to experience both singles and doubles. 

The team finished 4th in their group, which put them in the 7th/8th place play-off against Priory City 

of Lincoln. Darren-Jay won the first game comfortably 21-8, and followed up with a win in his doubles 

with Ben, 21-10. Ben then partnered Luke, narrowly losing 21-17. Luke then paired up with Alfie, but 

couldn’t quite take the win, losing 14-21. At 2-2 overall, Alfie stepped up for the final singles game, 

which would decide the team’s overall position. With chief team supporter Harley in the wings      

supporting his every shot, Alfie played brilliantly, winning his first ever game 21-17 and sealing 7th 

place for the team. 

  

The girls team comprised of Tes Davis, Eleanor Winter, Millie Bell, Isobelle Gibson, Elizabeth Wynn-

Jones. In their competition, the girls faced some very well-drilled opposition. Our team comprised of 

three Year 7s, who were mainly playing against Year 9 students, so the challenge was clear from the 

start. The girls did not give in, earning themselves 39 points between them, and their                    

confidence and knowledge of the game growing each time they 

stepped on court. In the 5th/6th play-off, the girls also faced   

Priory City of Lincoln. Despite losing the game 4-1 and finishing 

6th, all of the girls earned their highest scores of the whole day 

in this play-off, managing to score 50 points in this match alone! 

The highlight was the girls very first win of the whole day in the 

very   final match, with Beth and Isobelle winning 15-14 in a   

nail-biting game! A very well deserved win after a day full of    

difficult games. 

  

We are really proud of all the students who took part 

and want to praise them on their determination,       

enthusiasm and support of each other. Both teams 

were constantly encouraging each other both on and 

off-court, and we hope this is just the start of           

badminton at SWRA. 

 

The PE Department 
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Sixth Form Drama Trip to New York 

On the 17th February, Miss Burrough, Mrs Jex and Mr Brogan were lucky enough to take 15 Year 

12 and 13s to New York on the Sixth Form Drama Trip. 

The trip was jam packed with activities and our students represented the school so fantastically 

throughout.  On our first full day we went to see the 9/11 Memorial Museum.  Seeing the      

fountains where the Twin Towers once stood was a sobering moment for us all.  As we ventured 

through the museum itself, the students appeared to be overwhelmed at seeing so many         

artefacts from 2001.  It was hard to believe that these students were just born at the time of the 

terror attack.  

We went on to Chelsea Market – A trendy market place filled with food from around the world.  

Apparently the noodles were particularly good! 
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We then walked over the High Line – a disused railway track that is raised high over the city.  

From this viewpoint, we got to see New York at its best, seeing artwork and the iconic yellow  taxis 

that were driving past below.   

Then onto shopping on 34th Street.  The students were in Macy’s for a very long time and lots of 

bargains were had. 

  

After working up an appetite shopping, we went on to Ellen’s Stardust Diner – the famous         

Musical Theatre diner.  Our waiter, Josh, serenaded us while we ate and the students were all 

amazed!! 

Our final stop on our first day was at the Eugene O’Neill Theatre to see the hilarious ‘Book of   

Mormon’.  It’s safe to say that the students were all very tired at this point but they all laughed 

along and kept in high spirits.   
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On to day two…..We started the day with a tour of the Lincoln Performing Arts Center.  We got to 

see some live opera in rehearsal and were metres away from the Julliard Performing Arts School.  

After a quick visit to Central Park and some more shopping on 5th Avenue, we ventured to the Top 

of the Rockerfeller building for the most amazing 360 degree view of the city.  

On to Hard Rock Café for the best burgers in town and a trip to Bowlmor Lanes for a couple of  

bowling games. (Mr Brogan beat us all!!!)  

Day three was another jam packed day of seeing the sights.  We all went aboard the Statten    

Island Ferry to sail past the Statue of Liberty. We visited Grand Central Station and the students 

were over the moon to be taking photographs, reliving famous moments from their favourite TV 

shows.  Before a little more shopping (the students begged us to go back to Macy’s) we went ice 

skating in Central Park.  (Miss Burrough didn’t fall over once!) We went on to have some dinner 

overlooking Times Square and then saw our second show – Mean Girls. The singers were     

amazing and we all thoroughly enjoyed seeing this new show on Broadway.  
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On our final day we walked over the Brooklyn Bridge.  It was a crisp day without a cloud in the sky. 

 We found the trendiest café to warm up in before going to the viewpoint for more photos.  

We took the subway to Greenwich to see the FRIENDS apartment and then had the most            

delicious pizza at John’s on Bleecker.  It was great to see a reminder of our previous trip.  (The 

waiters encouraged us to add to the graffiti – Promise!!)  

And then it was time to travel home.  We got on the red eye from JFK and it’s safe to say that we 

were all quite exhausted from our trip.  We were so lucky to be able to go on this trip – Thank you to 

everyone who made it possible and such a wonderful success, from Governors to parents. 

Thank you to Mr Brogan and Mrs Jex who were wonderful chaperones.  

Most of all, I would like to thank the students who were such a joy every step of the way.   

 

Miss Burrough 
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January Futsal Tournaments Held at St George’s     

Academy 

January saw local tournaments for the Year 7, 8 and 9 girls futsal teams. Whilst many of our students play 

football outside of school, futsal is played less frequently, and is more challenging to play in our slightly 

smaller sports hall. After a quick refresh of the rules, the Year 8 and 9 teams drew on their experiences 

from playing in this competition in previous years and demonstrated a high level of skill and teamwork. 

  

First up was the Year 8 team, comprising of Izzy Campbell, Lucy Roche, Sadie Whittaker, Ella Dent, Tegan 

Cameron, Ruby Smith, Lily-Mae Leaning, Rebecca Sanderberg, Maddie Stevens. This team faced the   

toughest draw of all three year groups. The girls played some very tight games against strong opposition, 

which definitely put the girls through their paces, but they showed great determination and supported each 

other brilliantly. Well done to the whole team, but special mentions to Lily for some outstanding saves in 

goal and to Tegan for maintaining a solid defence throughout.  

  

Next, the Year 9 team, who had a slightly smaller squad due to injuries, however had the most number of 

students who play in external teams, played brilliantly all night to finish 2nd overall.    Despite some draws in 

the early stages, as nerves settled and confidence built, the quality of the players shone through, with great 

vision, a solid defence and a creative attack. A real team effort, so well done to the whole squad – Ruby 

Donohoe, Amber Doney, Ellie Parker, Abby Cousins, Bailey Edger, Elizabeth Wynn-Jones. 

  

Last up was the Year 7 competition. This was the first time these students had ever played futsal and the 

first time they had ever played as a team, however, it was a very promising start for them, with the team  

finishing 3rd overall! The girls quickly picked up the rules and began communicating well as a team. In a 

group with St George's Academy, Priory Ruskin B and KGGS, the girls won their first game 2-0 with goals 

from Lisa Bladen and Iaysha Langford. Solid defending from Beatrice Morgan and Lily Hart in goal saw the 

next two games result in a 0-0 draw. This saw the team progress out of their group in 2nd place and face 

Priory Ruskin A in the Semi Final. 

  

With a change in tactics from Mrs Davison, SWRA went 1-0 up straight away, with great control from Lisa 

Bladen. Priory had three experienced footballers in their side and soon pulled back the equaliser. It was still 

level after full time, so 2 minutes extra time was given. Another goal from Lisa put SWRA 2-1 up, but shortly 

after, an unfortunate penalty was conceded and the score levelled to 2-2. The girls 

worked tirelessly to cover the pitch, particularly Shelleleigh Briggs-Price tracking back 

and forth in midfield, but in the dying seconds of extra time, Priory scored another to 

progress to the final 3-2. 

Overall SWRA finished 3rd and showed great potential as a team. Congratulations to 

the whole team: Miley Allen, Lisa Bladen, Shelleleigh Briggs-Price, Cayton Jacobs, 

Lois Baggaley, Iaysha   Langford, Lily Hart, Izzie Willis and Beatrice Morgan. Player of 

the match is awarded to Lisa Bladen for control, creativity and confidence in attack. 

We are very excited to see how this team develops and look forward to more         

successes!  

 

The PE Department 
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SWRA Library Hosts Harry Potter Day 

On the 6th of February, our librarian Mrs Costello hosted a Harry Potter themed day of fun. 

 

Many activities were available such as ‘What Is Your Harry Potter Name?’, ‘Design Your Own 

Broomstick’, Wordsearches, Crosswords, Quizzes and more! 

 

The library was packed full of students enjoying the various activities provided– it was a great day, 

a huge thanks to all who got involved, and thanks to Mrs Costello for hosting! 

WOW Day From a Year 9 Perspective 

“The year 8s were told that they had to come up with a business idea in groups that would help 

the community and was also a none profit organisation. The year 9 who do business were tasked 

with helping the year 8s out. They were tasked with coming up with a full plan in which they would 

make a product to make their profit to reinvest it into their business. They also had to come up 

with where they will sell their product and who they would sell it too. The groups had about one 

and a half hours to think up an idea and produce a presentation.  

 

At the end of their time to get their idea ready in each class, they had a vote to see which group 

would represent their class in an assembly where the rest of the year and the judging panel were. 

They would propose their ideas to the judges and feedback would be given.” 

Ruben Surtees Year 9 

 

A big thank you to Charlotte Hartley, a management 

consultant specialising in Business Transformation and 

Change, who took the time to visit us and judge our 

students ideas- we appreciate it very much. 
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Sixth Form Trips 

Bishop Grosseteste University Visit 

As part of our Sixth Form Enrichment programme we have partnered with Bishop Grosseteste     

University to offer our students the opportunity to participate in the Next Steps 4 Study                

programme. Participation in this programme enables students to make informed choices about 

their futures after Year 13 whether that is university, an apprenticeship or employment. The       

project prepares Sixth Form students for the learning approaches they would encounter on the next 

stage of their learning journey.  

On Wednesday 29th January 23 Year 12 students travelled to the University to take a look at what 

life at a Higher Education institution is like. They had a wonderful time engaging in seminar-style 

debates, a tour of the campus and a time-management session. The students represented the 

school extremely well, showing great enthusiasm to engage with the programme. We look            

forward to the next visit taking place in July! 

2Fast2Soon Presentation 

Our students’ safety is of paramount importance to us and with many of our Sixth Form  students 

beginning driving lessons, we invited the Stay Safe Partnership to visit and deliver their 

2Fast2Soon workshop to all Year 12 students in order to raise awareness of key issues for young 

drivers. Many of our students live in rural areas or will use rural roads and so the workshop 

brought to life some of the key risks and how to address them. The performance   element of the 

workshop was fantastic and used a real-life case to show the dangers of distractions on the road. 

Special thanks must go to the students selected to form the jury in the court case – they were 

considerate and fair!  
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International Women’s Day 

With International Women’s Day taking place on Sunday 8th March, we were once again              

delighted to be invited by BAE Systems to attend the International Women’s Day Conference at the 

Lincolnshire Showground.  

Makena Whittaker and Navdeep Atwal were selected as female students taking science-based 

subjects at A Level as this is an area where women are typically under-represented. The event at 

the Showground included an afternoon tea but most importantly some incredible, inspirational 

speakers. From BAE Systems, Steph Leaver who is a graduate within the business talked about 

‘Generation Tempest’ – a project built for young employees to share and create innovative      

technology for the world of aerospace engineering. The other speakers included Ros Canter 

(Eventing World Champion), Heather Oldfield (founder of the Little Tweed Company) and Alexis 

Powell-Howard (TEDx Speaker and Managing Director of Fortis Therapy & Training).  

The stories of these women were amazing and showed all that is possible with hard work and    

determination to succeed! 

Miss Wilson 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR SIXTH FORM APPLICATIONS IS 

11TH DECEMBER 2020 
 

Please visit www.swracademy.org for more information and how to apply. 
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Year 7/8 Girls Rugby Festival 

Following a taster session for Year 7s at KGGS before Christmas and rugby lessons in PE for Year 8s, Miss 

Graves and Mr Symmons took a squad of 13 to Magnus Academy in Newark for a girls rugby festival run in 

conjunction with Newark Rugby Club. Only two of the SWRA team play rugby out of school, therefore this 

really was a novice team. Experienced players Lily Hart and Annie Clarke led from the front and          

demonstrated outstanding leadership, teamwork and communication in order to help the rest of the team 

improve their understanding of the game. The aim of the festival was to introduce more girls to the sport of 

rugby, therefore scores were not kept of the game. Festival organiser and match referee Richard Byrom was 

fantastic with all the students, introducing them to new rules as they occurred in the game, explaining why 

penalties were occurring and constantly coaching and encouraging both teams. SWRA played Newark  

Academy first. It was a tentative start from both teams, so Lily and Annie led the way to get the match   

started. It was brilliant to see the confidence of the girls increase as the game went on, and SWRA scored 

many tries. In the second game against Magnus Academy, Lily came off to take on a  coaching role from the 

side. The girls on the pitch rose to the challenge of their strongest player being   absent, and their teamwork 

and communication, along with some gutsy runs and tackles, led them to   victory once again.  

  

The girls thoroughly enjoyed the festival and we are so impressed with the standard of play from such     

novices. The level of determination was outstanding. Festival organiser Richard commented “What a      

tournament!!!!! Massive commitment from the girls, some of the tackling was fantastic and their skills and 

knowledge of the game continue to improve. It was a very enjoyable evening from my perspective and I do 

hope the girls enjoyed it”. Well done to all SWRA girls who played, the squad consisted of Eleanor Winter, 

Lily Hart, Molly Murton, Maddie Stevens, Lily-Mae Leaning, Ruby Smith, Annie Clarke, Millie Bell, Izzie Willis, 

Shelleleigh Briggs-Price, Kiara Partridge, Lucy Roche and Izzy Campbell. 

  

A special couple of mentions to the following: 

Lily Hart – you demonstrated brilliant leadership and communication both on and off the field at all times 

and led the rest of the team like a true professional. 

Maddie Stevens – Maddie had never picked up a rugby ball prior to this festival and yet applied her 

knowledge of team sports and got stuck into the game from the very start. 

Ruby Smith – Ruby picked up the game really quickly and made some brilliant tackles and scored multiple 

tries. Very impressive for a beginner, which we hope you will continue. 

Shelleleigh Briggs-Price and Kiara Partridge – these Year 7s were determined to make their first ever tackle 

and did not give up until they succeeded in the final game of the night. 

  

A brilliant start from a very enthusiastic group of students, we really hope you will continue to want to play.  

 

The PE Department 
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My Twist on a Tale Writing Competition 

Emerson Flindall (Year 11) has won a national writing competition for his modern-day take on     

Little Red Riding Hood as part of Pearson’s My Twist on a Tale. 

 

The world’s learning company, Pearson, encouraged children between the ages of 4-16 to tear up 

the rule book and give their favourite fairy tale, fable or regional folk story a 21st Century twist, 

showcasing the diverse and modern-day Britain within which they live.  

 

Scooping the award for East Midlands, Emerson’s work was chosen alongside 13 other fantastic 

stories written by children across the country, all of which have now been published! The book,   

titled My Twist on a Tale Winning Stories was released on World Book Day (5th March). All the   

budding writers have received a copy of the book which is also available to download on Pearson’s 

website. 

 

Emerson said: “I was over the moon when I found out I had won. I thought I could give Little Red 

Riding Hood a good twist so characters like Grandma, who is usually portrayed as weak and feeble, 

was seen as strong and able to defend herself.” 

 

Over 3000 pupils and schools across the country entered the competition, with Emerson’s Little 

Red Riding Hood Retold taking the top prize in the East Midlands. 

 

Katy Lewis, Head of English, Drama and Languages at Pearson said: “Emerson should be            

extremely proud of the story he has written. His imagination and writing skills in giving  Little Red 

Riding Hood a twist was outstanding.” 

 

We are so proud of what Emerson has achieved, and we can’t wait to see what else he writes in 

the future! You can read his award-winning story on page 18. 

 

The Maths Department are hosting a Year 11 Past Paper Club every Monday in 

Oakridge! 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/learners/secondary-students-and-parents/my-twist-on-a-tale-competition.html
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Little Red Riding Hood Retold 
Once upon a time there was a young girl who constantly wore a red cape made for her a couple of 

years ago by her gran. She was a very little girl who was known, bizarrely, by the name Little Red 

Riding Hood (even though she’d only ever ridden a donkey– just once, on a beach– and she didn’t 

even have her cape back then). Little Red Riding Hood appreciated everything she had and asked 

for no posh clothes, no trendy trinkets and none of the latest gadgets… just the appreciation of her 

lovely grandma that she shared a strong bond with. 

One day Little Red Riding Hood was asked by her grumpy mother to take some cakes to her     

grandma who was apparently “ill” in bed. She didn’t moan, she didn’t sigh, she just picked up the 

cakes and left. Little Red Riding Hood hurried out of the house to the forest.  

Fog erased the forest like a picture being rubbed out. “I wonder what stories she has this time,” 

she thought as silence echoed through the forest. Little Red Riding Hood walked faster and faster 

till eventually she stopped to catch her breath. She sat and thought, “Something is not right,  

something never feels right...but never this wrong.” Taking her time to catch her breath, she closed 

her eyes and suddenly, out of nowhere, she heard: “Aarrghhhh! That hurt!” 

Immediately she rushed to her feet and ran. All you could hear was the sound of her footfalls on 

the forest floor and her heartbeat getting louder. Eventually she reached a halt. Her grandma’s 

house. All seemed fine. Nevertheless, she entered with her guard up, “Grandma? Hello, Grandma!” 

“Oh, hello darling. My, you look startled. What’s wrong, dear, are you okay?” 

“I heard cries...screams! They deafened the forest…like you were being attacked. I was worried 

sick. I ran all the way and...and...you’re fine!” 

Little Red Riding Hood’s grandma laughed for just short of 5 minutes. Then she said, “Attacked? 

Me? You worry too much, dear. I wasn’t attacked. Why would I be attacked? What could possibly 

go wrong? A little old lady in the middle of an ancient forest in the middle of nowhere with wolves 

and monsters and other wild beasts and no protection, weapons or security systems. Come on, my 

love– let’s try to be a little less imaginative, shall we?” 

As she put the kettle on, grandma glanced quickly at the blood stain on the floor, checking to see 

if she had hid it well enough. Fancy that, a mad wolf claiming to be an Amazon delivery guy with a  

parcel. Luckily, she had killed it before it ate her and hid its strangely human body in the pantry. 

She was looking forward to cooking it up later. Wolf Madras with basmati rice, maybe? A nice wolf       

Bolognese, perhaps. 

“And anyway,” said grandma, “even if I was attacked, say maybe by a mad old wolf in disguise, 

don’t you think I would be able to protect myself? We women are  a lot tougher than people think. 

We won’t need protection from woodcutters or hunters. There are few of them about these days         

anyway.” 

“Yeah, sorry, Gran,” laughed Little Red Riding Hood and they had a lovely cup of tea and ate the 

cakes Little Red Riding Hood’s mum had made. They even enjoyed a game of Scrabble whilst  

watching their favourite celebrity dancing show on TV. 
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After, grandma went off to the kitchen to make supper. A gorgeous aroma wafted in from the     

cottage kitchen and shortly grandma threw open the door with a cry of “Surprise! Special burgers! 

Come get ‘em” 

 

Little Red Riding Hood’s eyes widened and her mouth watered: gran’s special burgers were her 

favourite. They always had a different flavour, and a different texture. Gran said she got the meat 

delivered special. 

 

Little Red Riding Hood sighed as she wiped the juices from  her chin and plucked the hairs from 

her teeth. “Well,” she said, “I’d best be getting back to mum. She’ll be wondering where I am.” 

 

Grandma looked sad but understood. “Okay then, dear. Say hello to your mother and watch out 

for mad wolves!” They both laughed as they kissed their goodbyes.  

 

Little Red Riding Hood was never seen again. The police are appealing for witnesses and think 

her disappearance may be linked to a spate of missing persons in the greater Fairytale Forest 

area. 

EMERSON FLINDALL 

I want to thank all of you, Year 8-13, who have returned your Library books from prior to         

lockdown.  

 

There are still a great many that have not been returned. If you could possibly try to locate 

them, on your shelves, under your bed etc… I would be most grateful to see them safely        

returned and onto the shelves. 

 

      Thank you! 

 

     Mrs Costello 

A Note From Mrs Costello 
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Year 8 Rugby Tournament 

A fantastic afternoon of rugby at Newark Academy with the Year 8 team. 

 

Arriving in style, playing three local Newark schools. The team has developed and progressed so 

much this year and it has been a joy to watch them. A great, quick start vs Magnus Academy led to a 

convincing win, although there was some dodgy kick-offs from our team. Tuxford was a tough game, 

with players running with speed and power to break through the line on both sides, we sneaked over 

the line just before the final whistle. Newark Academy was a great game to watch, parents and staff 

were in agreeance. 

 

Brilliant team play on both sides, passing it down the line and quicksteps to evade defenders. A   

dubious decision at the end led the team drawing the final game. A great occasion, enjoyed by all. 

 

Mr Quincey 



 

SWRA News Page 21 

Multi-Skills Festival 

On 11th February, the BTEC Level 3 Sport students in Year 12 and 13 ran the first SWRA          Multi

-Skills Festival. As part of their module ‘Sports Event Organisation’, the students were tasked with 

proposing, planning, delivering and evaluating a sports event of their choice for 9-11 year olds.  

Students had complete flexibility and ownership over what type of event they chose and the whole 

planning process. After electing a chair and vice chair of their organising committee, Ben Scholes 

and Kirsty Crawford respectively, the group chose a multi-skills festival with the aims of allowing 

participants to try different sports and to meet new people. After weeks of planning, 50 students 

attended from Cranwell Primary School and Sir Francis Hill Community Primary School for a full day 

of activities. 

  

The day began with an Opening Ceremony, compèred by Abbie Bennison and Freya Grocock, to get 

the students excited about the day ahead and give out important information. The pupils then met 

their group leaders, who were some of our Year 9 sports leaders, and got the know the rest of the 

pupils in their group. Along with the five group leaders, another ten Year 9 sport leaders               

volunteered for the day to run the different activities. Over the course of the day, each group of   

pupils experienced five different activities - crab football, boccia, problem solving, archery and a 

ninja warrior obstacle course. The day finished with a Closing Ceremony whereby evaluation forms 

were completed by staff and pupils, and Abbie and Freya closed what had been a fantastic day. 

Along with happy memories of the day, all participants went home with a SWRA fluffy bug, a        

certificate and a double chocolate cookie from the wonderful catering team!   

  

Feedback from the event was extremely positive. One teacher wrote “Super activities and            

enthusiastic leaders. Our children were all engaged and active throughout, and they enjoyed the 

event immensely. Thank you for inviting us”, whilst another commented “The children enjoyed all 

the activities and participated well, very engaged and active. It was great to see children              

interacting with other peers from different schools”. 

  

Congratulations to the BTEC Sport students on a very well planned and delivered event, thank you 

to the brilliant Year 9 sport leaders who were enthusiastic the whole day, and thank you to all staff 

who helped to make the event possible. 

 

Miss Graves 
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New Sixth Form Head Students Elected! 

A record-breaking nine incredible students put themselves forward to become Head Student this 

year and without the ability to go around school and campaign, they had a real task on their 

hands.  

Each student created a presentation slide to advertise themselves and their promises to the 

school and a school-wide election took place. Following this, each candidate was interviewed by 

Mr Grant and Miss Wilson to challenge their ideas and assess who would be the perfect            

candidates for the roles. 

It was an exceptionally difficult decision because of the outstanding quality of the applicants but 

our successful duo are… Joe Statham and Evie Pearson. Joe and Evie are both brilliant               

ambassadors for our Sixth Form and the Academy, showing genuine passion for working in the 

best interests of our students. They have held their first meeting with the other excellent           

candidates (Libby Carrington, Georgie Hellard, Finn Milner, Oska Mirfin, Mason Ormsby, Chloe 

Pearson and Katie Randall) to form a wider Student Leadership Team. We look forward to seeing 

their action plan to help bring about great changes to the school  

Miss Wilson 
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Pupil Takes Part at Lincolnshire Female Young 

Coach/Activator Camp 

Year 13 student, Katie Randall, attended the two day Lincolnshire Female Young Coach/Activator 

Camp at PGL Caythorpe. This is a National project run by the Youth Sports Trust, with the aim of 

broadening female participation in leadership.  

 

This county round was run by the Carres Outreach Programme and Sleaford School Games           

Organiser, Matt Evans. Camp attendees were involved in a variety of activities and tasks to help 

them develop their leadership skills and broaden their perspectives on the barriers facing females 

in sport and physical activity. Since attending the camp, Katie has been challenged to start a new 

club, aimed at engaging girls that do not already take part in sport and physical activity, or those 

who do not currently enjoy it. Katie has developed a multi-sport club for Year 8s, where there will be 

a different activity on offer in the sports hall every week.  

 

Further details will be released shortly, but we hope lots of you will come and have a go. Due to her 

enthusiasm and input during the County Camp, we are delighted that Katie has been selected to 

represent Lincolnshire at the National Girls Active Coaches Camp run by the Youth Sport Trust at 

Loughborough University. Congratulations Katie, you are a fantastic role model and ambassador for 

the school! 

 

The PE Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have our first Year 7 pledge passport nominees! They spent base time on the 15th October in 

the canteen with Mrs Mower and Mr Grant 

to receive their aspire badges, aspire  

postcards, as well a free cookie! 

 

These pupils have been recognised as 

working incredibly hard this term to       

accomplish the pledges on their passports 

and should be very proud of themselves. 

 

Congratulations from all of us here at 

SWRA- keep up the good work! 

Year 7 Pledge Passports 
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Lincolnshire Virtual School Games County Final 

Eleanor Winter (Year 8) finished 5th in the netball competition at the Lincolnshire  

Virtual School Games County Final on the 1st of July during lockdown. 

She won the local rounds and so was competing for the Central District against 5 

other districts. She had to complete 4 different netball challenges, including fast 

feet, elevated catches, reactions and landings. 

Overall, Eleanor scored 98 points and finished 5th. She also had Loughborough 

Lightning captain and England netball player Nat Panagarry commentating on her 

performance, who were very impressed with Eleanor’s speed, control and balance! 

 

Miss Graves 
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SWRA Hosts First Ever ‘Virtual Sports Day’ During     

Lockdown to Boost Morale 

Students and staff at Sir William Robertson Academy were able to take part in their annual Sports 

Day this year, despite Coronavirus restrictions. The PE Department decided to take their end of 

year event online, setting all students and staff the challenge to complete as many miles as they 

could in a two week period. Sports Day is the culmination of a year’s worth of inter-house         

competition at SWRA, and this year was as competitive as ever. 

 

Students could complete their miles in any way they preferred, and they did not disappoint. Many 

took to the bike or put their trainers on for a run, some enjoyed walking their pets or exploring   

local countryside on foot, whilst others were more adventurous taking to horse riding and open-

water swimming! For those more comfortable with staying at home, laps around the garden, using 

the staircase, home gym equipment or even the Wii Fit computer game provided ways of getting 

involved. Children of key workers who have been at school during the lockdown period were able 

to join in too, using the school’s large playing fields to get the miles in. 

 

Over the course of two weeks, 85 students and 28 members of staff took part, and the total    

number of completed miles stood at 5260.3 miles, which is the equivalent of travelling as the 

crow flies from SWRA to the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco! Dragoon house were victorious 

with 1173.64 miles, followed by Lancer (914.28 miles), Chitral (738.09 miles) then Simla (738.09 

miles). 

 

Stand out performances from students included Elizabeth Wynn-Jones (492.97 miles), Joshua 

Hemmings (364.01 miles), Finley Bass (270.96 miles), Leo Bass (142.68 miles), Riley Pryce 

(114.23 miles), Zephyr Hillyer (111.84 miles), Bodhi Hillyer (111.84 miles) and Kian Picker 

(105.75 miles). 

 

PE teacher, Miss Graves, said “It has been fantastic to see so many students and members of 

staff getting involved and representing their house. The house system is very competitive at SWRA 

and we didn’t want students to miss the opportunity of sports day. As usual, the students have 

adapted so well to the new circumstances and shown their creativity and resilience with this    

challenge. It is so important that we stay active and healthy whilst at home, and this challenge has 

inspired many students and staff alike to do so”. 

 

GB Triathlete Olivia Mathias sent a personalised 

message to students and staff, congratulating 

them on their efforts and hard work during       

lockdown. “Congratulations to all of you that took 

part in the inter-house competition. I hope you all 

keep going and keep positive during lockdown.” 

Congratulations to all staff and students who took 

part! 

 

Miss Graves 
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 Year 10 Business Students Take Part in ‘The Production 

Game’ 

Year 10 business students have been studying the topic business operations this term.  

 

They took part in ‘The Production Game’ challenge in order to learn about some of the issues       

related to different ways of producing goods.  

 

There were five groups operating as a factory, producing paper dice using four different production 

methods: job production, batch production, flow production and mass customisation. Luis, Joseph, 

Ruben, Poppy and Nehiemie did a fantastic job managing their team. They volunteered for role of 

production manager and were responsible for organising their team, buying all resources, selling 

the final dice and maintaining a running total of costs and final income.  

 

All teams worked extremely well together and produced a grand total of 117 high quality dice      

between them, however the winning team was Elizabeth, Jasmine, Samuel, Poppy Daisy and Paige 

who produced 33 dice. 

 

Mrs Francis 



Our very own teacher of History, Mr Davies, has published a GCSE textbook which focuses on the   

period between the First and Second World War.  

The aim of the book is to help students to understand the   

historical forces at work during a tumultuous and important 

time in European history as well as the rising tensions which 

resulted in the Second World War. The actions of significant 

historical figures such as Neville Chamberlain, Adolf Hitler and 

Josef Stalin are analysed and the key turning points in the 

road to conflict are explored.  

Methods to remember important information and techniques 

to help students perform successfully in GCSE examinations 

are also included.   

Mr Davies also has another book being released early next 

year, this time a revision guide, called “Russia, 1894-1945: 

Tsardom and Communism”.  

Huge congratulations from everyone here at SWRA.  

 

Noah Thomas blew his Accelerated Reader target out of the water in his first half-term, achieving an 

incredible 500 points for his correct quizzes on books he had read. In a tongue-in-cheek conversation 

about how well he was doing when on 250 points, Miss Buxton said she would buy him a book      

herself if he achieved 500... and only weeks later, the book was on the way! Well done Noah, you’re 

an AR champion. The pressure’s on for next term!  

Miss Buxton 
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SWRA Member of Staff Becomes Published Author 

Accelerated Reader Success Story 



When the National Lockdown was announced in March, we had no idea that SWRA’s 2020 School 

Production would be in any way effected. (I actually thought that we would be back in school after a 

few weeks.) Fast forward to May and the outlook for the show looked to be very much in question.  

The thought of our talented students not being able to be part of the production was a solemn one. 

And so after a discussion and backing from SLT, we agreed that this year’s production would still be 

going ahead as a Virtual Event. 

  

Performances will be rehearsed and filmed in ‘Year Group Bubbles’ and edited by our very own, Miss 

Lloyd who has a wealth of expertise in filming and editing. Both staff and students involved are very 

excited to have her on board in this project. 

  

Auditions were held in September and we were overwhelmed with how many students from each year 

group turned up for a chance to land a lead role.  We were particularly proud of our new Year 7s who 

were brave enough to get involved so early on. Wow – there was a lot of talent from across all year 

groups!! 

  

Rehearsals have started and we are very pleased with how things are progressing.  Musical numbers 

are from popular shows, such as; Wicked, Hamilton, Mean Girls, Matilda, Oliver, High School Musical, 

Waitress, Anastasia, Mamma Mia, Frozen, Cats and Mary Poppins.  As you can tell, we are busy over 

in Dixon Block but, as always, we know it will be very much worth it in the end. 

  

We plan to release the production virtually for one night only and then all performers will receive a 

DVD of the show.  Date of release TBC. 

  

If you have any further questions about this year’s show, please talk to Miss Burrough. 

Miss Burrough 
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 SWRA Virtual Show 



We are so proud to announce that these super-star-year-7s have already achieved their bronze     

certificates for collecting over 10 aspire cards in their first term! Grace Booth is not photographed, 

but has also achieved her bronze certificate. 

 

They have all worked incredibly hard and are extremely deserving of this recognition. 

 

A special mention to Kyra Francis for already achieving both her bronze AND silver certificates with a 

total of 26 aspire cards, what an achievement!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A member of our cleaning team, Tracey Clare, raises money for charity every year at Christmas time 

by creating an incredible light display outside of her house. 

This year, Tracey and her family are fundraising for NHS Charites Together, and they’d really          

appreciate your support. They work incredibly hard to organise this every year and their generosity 

doesn’t go unnoticed– they were on BBC 

Look North on Monday 9th November! 

You can donate to their JustGiving page by 

going to: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

tracey-clare5  

Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast 

and totally secure. Once you donate, they’ll 

send your money directly to NHS Charities 

Together. 

We are so proud of the Clare family and   

congratulate them on their continued       

selflessness and hard work.   
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 Aspire Card Certificate Winners 

The Clare’s Christmas Lights for the NHS 



We are really excited this year to be working with 

NCS to provide our Year 12 students with a        

bespoke programme of events to blend the       

traditional NCS activities with wider skills for    

success. 

 

In the first half-term every student has taken part 

in two school-based sessions around increasing 

confidence and emotional intelligence. 

 

From learning how to be assertive to power      

poses, Year 12 have really immersed themselves 

in the opportunities and we look forward to the 

next steps of the programme which will include an 

activity day at PGL Caythorpe and student-led social action projects. 

Year 10 student Amber Doney has been selected to represent Lincolnshire for the U16 

Girls Football team. She went through vigorous trials and to our delight was              

successful. 

 

Amber is an incredibly hardworking and talented goal keeper who gives up a lot of time 

to train and practice each week. We would like to congratulate Amber on her     

achievement, and we look forward to seeing what she achieves next. 
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NCS Programme for Year 12 

SWRA Student Selected to Represent Lincolnshire U16s 

Girls Football Team 
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