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 We are rapidly approaching the end of another school year – I hope I am not the only one won-
dering where the past year has gone!  The final weeks of the Summer Term are always busy 
and we still have a residential Drama Trip to London, Lower School Awards, whole-school 
Sports Day, two RE trips, a Wow Day and a Year 12 university visit to go before we break-up for 
the Summer holidays and pause for breath! 

The end of the school year is also an opportunity to reflect on the year which is ending.  We 
were pleased back in March that OFSTED confirmed our status as a securely ‘Good’ school, 
recognising teacher-pupil relationships alongside the behaviour and safety of our pupils as key 
strengths, but also noting that ‘current pupils are on track to achieve ambitious targets.’  Howev-
er, we remain ambitious to be judged as ‘Outstanding’ and all of our plans are directed at achiev-
ing this recognition for the school and its pupils.  We are also keen to grow as a multi academy 
trust having seen the positive benefits that have been derived this year through working closely 
and collaboratively with Bassingham Primary School as part of our Aspire Schools Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next year is already shaping-up to be a very exciting year for the school.  Following a successful 
bid to the Department for Education, our PE Changing Rooms will be up-graded this Summer 
with a £287,000 refurbishment and although possibly less exciting (but equally important!), we 
have also received a further grant of £392,000 to upgrade our heating pipework to support the 
new boilers which were installed last Summer. 

Our bid for a floodlit 3G pitch for the school continues to progress well, with high levels of sup-
port from local football clubs, a very positive community engagement evening and the commit-
ment of our school and Trust governors.  Our bid to the Football Foundation will be submitted in 
October, so fingers are firmly crossed for a successful outcome! 

More immediate are our preparations for 175 Year 7 pupils joining us in September – one of our 
largest ever intakes.  September may also herald our Sixth Form passing the 100 student mark – 
another great landmark as our Sixth Form continues to grow and thrive.  It was always our guid-
ing vision back in 2012 that our Sixth Form would become the natural post-16 progression route 
for our pupils and that is certainly proving now to be the case.  In addition, we are delighted to be 
welcoming a number of external applicants and two international students (from Norway and 
Austria) to join our Sixth Form. 

As ever at this time of year, some teachers are moving-on and we say goodbye and thank you to 
Mr Willson (Head of Music), Mr Gilbert (Computer Science), Miss Pickering (History) and to two 
teachers re-locating to other parts of the country - Miss Mitchell (English) and Mrs Elwell (Design 
and Technology).  We also send our best wishes to Mrs Francis (Business Studies) as she starts 
her maternity leave.   In September we shall be welcoming eleven new teachers – all of whom 
are delighted to have secured posts at SWRA and excited about the opportunity to work with our 
pupils. 

I should like to thank all parents and carers for their support this year.  Have a safe and restful 
Summer and I look forward to updating you on more exciting developments as next year unfolds. 
 

Best wishes 
 

Mark Guest, Headteacher 
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£505 raised for Beaumond House 

Sixth Former, Madison Lowdon asked if we could hold a 
non-uniform day in June to help raise money for 
Beaumond House Hospice in Newark after she complet-
ed her work experience week there. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has kindly donated money 
for our day raising £505.00 for Beaumond House.  Madi-
son arranged to go and hand over the fundraising 
cheque and the staff were extremely grateful. 

 

Well done Madison!  

A group of Year 10 girls, led by Amy Pearson, have been raising money for the 
‘Bingham Penguins’. This is a local charity which supports people with disabili-
ties by taking them swimming. They are raising money to buy equipment which 
will make their activities available to a wider group of people with disabilities. 
 

On Wednesday 10th July the girls made and sold cakes on the field and ran a 
‘Guess the name of the toy penguin’ activity.  A fantastic £83.30 was raised! 
  

Thank you to everyone who supported this fundraising. 
 

Well done girls! 

Cake sale raises a fantastic £83.30 for Swim Charity 
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Staff and students attended the special 30th Grantham Rotary Swimarathon 
Presentation at St Wulfrums Church on Thursday 27th June. This year’s 
Swimarathon raised over £46,000 and during the evening we had the privilege 
of seeing where all that charity money has gone! SWRA also benefitted with 
an incredible £1000 donation towards Mae Shaw’s memorial garden which 
brother Jake Shaw in Year 13 has been fundraising.  

We also received a number of awards - Highest Fundraising Senior School 
plus Swimarathon Young Person Award which went to our very own Emerson 
Flindall for all his leadership efforts, swimming three times over the weekend & 
for growing into a confident young ambassador of the school.  

We also had the honour for the second year running of receiving the Kevin 
Lawry President’s Community Shield award! Mrs Mower received a beautiful 
bouquet of flowers for her contributions to the annual event. A special thank 
you to Caitlin & Ian for travelling home from University again to assist & to 
some of our wonderful students whom helped with the welcomes, the buffet & 
the organisation of cheques. Emerson Flindall, Darcie Baker-Brogan, Fenton 
Smith, Pippa Winter, Imogen Kennett & the highest fundraising contributions 
Emily Wilson. 
 

Swimarathon – Special 30
th

 Anniversary Presentation 

Wow – simply wow! 
 

 25 members of staff and their families swimming 
Friday night 9:30-10:30pm 

 45 students from Year 7-Year 11 swimming Satur-
day morning 10:30-11:30am 

 Former Sixth Former, Caitlin and Mrs Mower swim-
ming again on the Sunday 

 14-20 leaders assisted with the running of the event 
every day Friday/ Saturday and Sunday doing up to 
14 hour days! 

 The school won the highest fundraising school 
award £3,112.00 raised. 

We are very proud yet again 
and absolutely thrilled to be 
there to see it all. I just wanted 
to thank everyone for all their 
efforts and I look forward for 
seeing how we can help next 
year. 
 

Mrs Mower, Mr Grant &  

AST Trustee, Mr Sampson 

Pictures from the 
fantastic Presenta-
tion Evening with 
our many awards, 
certificates, trophy 
and flowers with our 
wonderful students, 
former students and 
staff. 
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Year 12 Work Experience Week 

Over the last few months the catering team has been helping our pupils celebrate their birthdays with a free 
birthday cupcake. If you have a birthday coming up, please add your name to the board in The Dining Hall and 
you will receive a yummy cupcake on your special day!  If your birthday falls in the holidays an early cupcake 
can be arranged! 

Birthday Cupcakes for our Pupils 

Year 12 students participated in their work experience week at the 
beginning of June and by doing this pursued potential career ideas 
but also gained key employability skills. They went to a variety of 
companies all over the area; Lincoln, Newark, Sleaford, Grantham 
and a couple even went further afield into Nottingham. The sectors 
ranged from opticians, finance, IT, engineering, (primary and sec-
ondary) schools, retail, hospice, activity centre, RAF, the police and 
many more. The emphasises is on the students to research, contact 
and confirm their own placements. This is helping and support our 
students into applying for University and/or employment.  

Our students found this very different to their Year 10 week as they 
were often given more responsibility and they were able to see what 
goes on behind the scenes of a company; especially within schools 
and nurseries. They felt they were able to make a difference or had 
an impact where they were. Our students as always were a credit to 
the school and all the feedback was fantastic.  

This week could not happen without the kind work placements who 
spend a lot of time and effort making sure students gain valuable 
experience from their week. The school’s staff who make calls and 
visits to the placements found very friendly and helpful company 
members who were keen to share their knowledge with our stu-
dents. A massive thank you to all the placements.  
 

Miss Gage, Careers & Work Co-ordinator & Teacher of Science  

Pictured above right: Libby 
Moran at Medivet in Newark 

 

Pictured right: 
Suzanna Kowalczyk at  
Inzspire in Lincoln  
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Year 12 History visit to Sheffield Hallam University 

Junior Park Run 
 

If you’re enjoying your running and 
want to do more, why not come 
along to Newark Junior Parkrun?  

 

It’s a 2km run/jog/walk for 4-14 
year olds. 9am every Sunday at 
Sconce and Devon Park. Best of 
all it’s completely free - just make 
sure you register first and bring 
along your barcode.  

 

More info:  

http://www.parkrun.org.uk/newark-
juniors/ 

The Year 12 Historians visited Sheffield Hallam University on 
17th June. They attended workshops  led by experts in each of 
the fields that we study at A Level. The students found it to be a 
memorable and worthwhile experience to engage with the topics 
on an academic level. This will inform their understanding of the 
A Level topics and hopefully give those undecided pupils a better 
idea of what University study entails.  
 

The University is keen to form a longstanding relationship with 
the school and we look forward to running the same trip next 
year.  

 

Mr Mounsey 

Teacher of History 

http://www.parkrun.org.uk/newark-juniors/
http://www.parkrun.org.uk/newark-juniors/
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Empathy Day collaboration work with Coddington Primary School 2019 

I took seventeen ex-Coddington Primary school students on 11th June to spend the whole day assisting teachers 
delivering Empathy based activities. Guest author, Cath Howe also attended and led assemblies and workshops 
promoting her new book Ella on the Outside. She talked about Ella’s pressures to fit in at school and the mis-
takes she made along the way.  
 

Our students all led a couple of empathy based activities too and were highly praised by the teachers for their 
hard work and professionalism.  A wonderful day was had by all again. 
 

Well done everyone! 
 

Mrs Mower 

Students involved in the Empathy Day: 
 

Year 7: 

Jayan Kerai-Patel 

Rebecca Sanderberg 

Charlotte Sibcy 

Jessica Rowland 

Milly Thomas 
 

Year 8: 

Edward Aldridge 

Harry Newton 

James Statham 
 

Year 9: 

Steven Howard 

Imogen Kennett 

Jack Price 

Pippa Winter 
 

Year 10: 

Evie Andrews 

Abigail Rowland 

Joel Meachem 

Leah Shepherd 

Saffron Simpson 
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Keep up to date with school events and 
news on our Facebook page  

‘Sir William Robertson Academy’ 

 
Fun Evening at Year 11 Prom 

We hope our Year 11s had an amazing evening at the 
Prom.  You have worked so hard for your exams.  Wishing 
everyone the very best of luck with their GCSE results on 
22nd August (and A Levels on 15th August).  We look for-
ward to welcoming lots of you back to join Sixth Form in 
September.  Wishing everyone well with their future stud-
ies/careers wherever you are going. A big ‘Thank you’ to 
Mrs Brewin and Mrs Mower for organising the Prom again 
this year. 

                                                                
             Have a fantastic summer! 
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Year 10/12 Trip to Paris 2019 

 

In June, we took 38 of our students (Year 10 and Year 12) across 
the channel to spend five days in the beautiful city of Paris.  During 
our time, we visited the most famous Parisian landmarks such as the 
Eiffel Tower, the Pyramide du Louvre, Notre Dame and the Arc de 
Triomphe.  We strolled around the artistic streets of Montmartre, 
some of us getting our portraits and caricatures done by French art-
ists along the way. We picnicked in the Jardin des Tuileries, many 
selfies were taken on the Trocadéro overseeing the ‘Iron Lady’ and 
we finished off our tour with a relaxing evening boat trip on the River 
Seine. 

 
We had the opportunity to try authentic French cuisine and some of 
the bravest students (and staff) could not resist trying French snails 
which ‘actually tasted quite nice’! 

 
One morning, students also had the fantastic opportunity to visit a 
French school in Paris and were able to meet and interact with 
French students.  Last but not least, students spent a whole day in 
Disneyland Paris where they met their favourite Disney characters 
and ventured on the scariest rides. 

 
The superb behaviour and conduct of students at all times meant 
that both students and staff had an excellent trip and made some 
wonderful memories! 
 

Miss Phillips &  

Miss Brousse 
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We are inviting our new Year 7s to 
take part in a fun quiz to help you 
find out information about your new 
school which will help you when 
you start in September. Use the 
website, the school prospectus and 
the SWRA Information pack sent 
via your primary school to find out 
the answers and bring your sheet 
with you to hand in on your first 
day on 4th September. 
 

Tips: Try looking at the ‘Sir William 
Robertson’ page and the ‘Starting 
in Year 7’ page found on the 
‘Information’ menu on the website. 
There is also a page called ‘House 
System/School Day’ found under 
the ‘Parents’ menu on the ‘School 
Information’ page which will help 
you along with the ‘Curriculum’ 
section of the website. 
 

There are Amazon vouchers and 
Sir William Robertson goody bags 
for the highest scores. 
 

Remember to add your name to 
the sheet before you hand it in. 
 

Visit the website to find the quiz:  

http://www.swracademy.net/year-
7-new-starter-quiz/ 

Thank you to everyone who has 
entered so far. 

Good luck! 

New Year 7s  

New Starter Quiz 

 
Warm Welcome to our new Year 7s & their families 

Our new Year 7s joining us in 
September had a great time at 
their Induction Day. They expe-
rienced some fun PE activities 
including golf, tug of war, obsta-
cle courses and ball games plus 
lessons in Science, Maths and 
English. We hope they enjoyed 
the day as much as we did.  

See you in September! 

http://www.swracademy.net/year-7-new-starter-quiz/
http://www.swracademy.net/year-7-new-starter-quiz/
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Keep up to date with school events, trips, 
sport match fixtures, pick up times and 
match news on our Facebook page  

‘Sir William Robertson Academy’ 

   Art and Graphics Students visit Oxford Museum 

Art and Design subjects are about far more than learning just what 
is on the course specification. Students need opportunities to ex-
perience Art and Design in external settings in order to further their 
knowledge and gain inspiration that will help them develop their 
ideas, and the recent visit to the Pitt Rivers Museum did just that! 
 

On Thursday 4th July 2019, the Art and Design department took 
50 Y9 GCSE Fine Art and Graphic Communication students to the 
Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford. The visit was also open to those stud-
ying Fine Art and 3D Design at A Level. 

New from  

September 

2019 

Home to more than 600,000 objects, photographs and manu-
scripts from almost every country in the world and from all peri-
od of human existence, displays at the Pitt Rivers Museum – 
showing over 55,000 artefacts – are organised by type, rather 
than geographical region or time-period. This typological ar-
rangement functions as a 'democracy of things' and encour-
ages global cross-cultural reflection and celebration of human 
creativity and cultural diversity. The purpose of the visit was to 
prepare our students for their next project and to provide them 
with opportunities to gather first-hand information on specific 
themes. 

Fine Art students focussed on the amulet collection and the intriguing stories behind them, whilst those in 
Graphics focussed on the subject of challenging stereotypes through the work of photographer Nyema Droma, 
and the major temporary exhibition Lande: the Calais ‘Jungle’ and Beyond. 
 

The visit included a self-guided tour of the extensive collections held at the museum, and gave students the 
chance to improve their use of recording techniques through photography and sketch work. The day proved very 
interesting and stimulating for everyone; by the end of the day both staff and students were bursting with ideas for 
their next creative piece! Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the experience of the museum, made even better by the 
opportunity to lunch on the lawn and savour its beautiful surroundings in the Oxford sunshine – and an ice cream 
to cool down with.  
 

Students, once again, were a real credit to SWRA and the museum commented on the excellent behaviour of the 
whole group. A special thanks to all staff involved in the visit and to parents/carers for your ongoing support. 
 

Mrs Davie, Mrs Lawson and Miss Crook 
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Ideas for activities to do over the holidays are available on the Family Services Directory 

at www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/fsd     Click on ‘What’s On’ 

Year 7/8 Design & Technology work 

Top left: Benjamin Marshall Year 8, Top Middle: Amy Coll Williamson 
 

 
Bottom left: Lexi Woodward Year 7, Top Right: Elizabeth Wynn-Jones Year 8 
 

We are pleased to 
showcase some fan-
tastic work our Year 
7s and Year 8s have 
produced this year. 

 

Visit our Art, Design 
& Technology Hall of 
Fame page on the 
website. 
  
Well done! 

The images across shows 
work produced by Y9 GCSE 
Graphic Communication stu-
dents in response to a 7” Vinyl 
Cover Design to promote an 
album from a music artist of 
their choice, with graphics 
inspired by an appropriate 
artist or designer and created 
completely by hand, without 
the use of digital imagery. 
Some extremely professional 
results have been achieved. 
 

Well done everyone! 
 

Mrs Davie,  

Teacher of Graphics 

Year 9 Graphic Communication 7” Vinyl Designs 

http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/fsd
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Sir William 

Robertson 

Academy 

@SWRACADEMY 

@performingSWRA 

@MFL_SWRA 

Sixth Form Induction Day 

We were pleased to host so many of our Year 11s for the 
Sixth Form Induction Day in June. The day was a fantastic 
success! There were some exciting taster lessons so that stu-
dents could get familiar with what their subjects will be like as 
well as some really fun teambuilding activities in the after-
noon.  

It was a brilliant day for our new Sixth Form students to get 
ready for the start of their new journey and we look forward to 
welcoming them back in September! 

Summer homework tasks for all of the sessions can be found 
on the school website. These must be completed before begin-
ning courses in September. 
 

If you have not applied for SWRA Sixth Form but are interested 
in attending please make sure that you call the school on 01400 
272422 or speak to me on the GCSE Results Day on Thursday 
22

nd
 August about enrolling.  

 

Miss Wilson, Head of Sixth Form 
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English Transition - 
Bassingham Primary 

Hannah is Lincolnshire Shot Put Championship 

The English department has been working on transition plans with primary schools with English Teacher, Mr Colly-
er and five pupils going to deliver an English transition lesson with Bassingham Primary School recently.  During 
the session we introduced the Year 6 class to some of the skills they will experience in secondary English lessons. 
We dropped off a booklet of lessons for their Year 6 teacher to work through after we had gone. Our pupils were 
absolute superstars! A very big ‘thank you’ to: Rhys Vaughan, Joshua Wright, Thomas Farr, Chloe Mai Smith and 
Gus Housley. 
 

Mr Collyer, English Teacher 

Congratulations to all our students who represented the school and the Kesteven District in the County Athletics 
Championships at Boston on 4th June. An enormous well done to our Year 9 student Hannah Ball is now Lincoln-
shire Shot Put champion and Year 8 student, Connor Ball came 3rd in the 300m and was competing against Year 
9s in the race. Well done to everyone who took part: 

 

Hannah Ball  Connor Ball  Bailey Parkinson  Elizabeth Wynn-Jones 

Carly Jackson  Will Spedding  George Crompton-Allan 

* Stop Press *   Sports Day 2019 - Simla House victorious! 

As we go to press I hear the shouts and screams 
from Simla House, the winners of 2019 Sports 
Day!  Congratulations Simla!  Unbelievable that 
there was only one point in it with Dragoon on 740 
and Simla 741! What a fantastic sports day - well 
done to everyone involved and thank you to the 
PE team and all the other staff who helped make it 
possible. The results are: 
 

Simla 741 
Dragoon 740 
Lancer 717 
Chitral 704 

Mrs Brewin, Head 
of Simla pictured 
with Molly Raspin, 
Olivia Hawkins, 
Tiegan Ledger & 
Hannah Ball. 
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@SWRACADEMY 

@performingSWRA 

@MFL_SWRA 

See School Life in Videos 
 

See some of the school activities by watching the various videos on our YouTube channel  

‘SWR Academy’.  Videos include: Drama New York Trip 2018      Jane’s Skydive for Charity 

D&T Video    Will Rob’s Got Talent 2018 Hairspray Auditions 2018 

Berlin Trip July 2017   Ski Trip 2017              Year 7 Induction Day 2018 

Mudathon The Movie    Sports Day 2016         London Drama Trip 2018 

Fashion Academy 2016  Sports Review of the Year ‘17 Staff ‘Band Aid’ Xmas 2018 

Pembrokeshire Trip   Drama Trip to London 2017 BTEC Music Video 2017 

Hill Holt Wood Year 7 Adventure Sixth Form Induction Day Sports Review 2018 

Sir William 

Robertson 

Academy 

 

Our new Year 7 pupils will have the chance to audition in September. 

Get involved! 
 

The Cliff Carnival - a date for 
your diary for a fun day:- 

 

21st September 2019, 
11.00am 

 

Parade & Fete with lots of 
stands and activities with the 
parade down Navenby High 
Street ending at The Venue. 

 

More details to follow. 

Show Dates for your diary: 

Wednesday 11th December 

Thursday 12th December 

Friday 13th December 

Hundreds join us at Summer Open Evening 

It was lovely to see 
so many families at 
our Summer Open 
Evening in June. 
We have our Open 
Mornings 16th-18th 
September plus 
another Open 
Evening on 
Wednesday 18th. 
See the advert on 
Page 5 for more 
information. 
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Mr Davies invited to attend Civic Education  

Meeting at the Houses of Parliament 

Mr Davies visited the Houses of Parliament on Thursday 13th 
June to attend a meeting about young people and civic educa-
tion. Estelle Morris, former Secretary of State for Education, 
introduced the meeting where academics from the UK, Cana-
da, Hungary and the Lebanon shared the findings of a three 
year project regarding young people’s political engagement. 
Interested educational and political groups as well as contribu-
tors to the project’s latest publication, including teachers such 
as Mr Davies, were present.  
 

In an effort to continue to promote the idea of students engag-
ing with global issues and enrich our students’ understanding 
of life beyond the classroom, an Amnesty International project 
will be organised for Sixth Formers in the upcoming academic 
year.  

Mrs Mower Nominated for Lincs FM ‘Little Big Thanks’ Award 

Above: Estelle Morris 
introducing the meeting 

Mrs Mower, Head of Year 7 and Lancer House, received a lovely sur-
prise phone call last week from Lincs FM.  Mrs Mower has been nom-
inated for the Lincs FM ‘Little Big Thanks’ competition whereby peo-
ple could nominate teaching staff who have gone the extra mile for 
the Award.  On Monday 22nd July, Joseph Begley, Lincs FM present-
er came to school to interview Mrs Mower and Matthew Richardson 
and present Mrs Mower with a a beautiful hamper full of treats 
(courtesy of Fun Farm, Lincoln).  Matthew’s family had nominated Mrs 
Mower for all her help and support during Matthew’s illness and want-
ed to thank her for everything she has done. 

Well done Mrs Mower and a very big ‘thank you’ to Matthew and his 
family!  We all hope Matthew continues to get better and stronger and 
that they all have a lovely summer holiday. 

 

Matthew Richardson pictured with Mrs 
Mower and Joseph Begley from Lincs FM. 
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Did you know that you can set an alert so that your child doesn’t run out of money for school dinners? 
 

Since the introduction of Cashless Catering we are finding that a small number of pupils are trying to purchase 
school meals with insufficient funds on their accounts. In the first instance we will encourage your child to call 
home to get their account topped up online.  

In order to ensure that the canteen runs as smoothly as possible may we suggest that you set and receive  
automated alerts from ParentPay for low balances and other purposes! It’s quick and easy to set up giving you 
peace of mind that your child/children will not get to the till only to find they have insufficient funds.  

Go to the ‘I want to…’ area of your home page View/edit profile>Alert settings  

Balance alerts: simply choose the type of alert you wish to receive (Email or SMS text) and set the 
‘Threshold’ for each child. We recommend that this is set to cover the cost of meals for 3 days in order that you 
have time to top-up. Other alerts that may be of interest include: 

New item alerts: you can choose to receive an alert when your child ’s school sets up a new payment item for 
your child. 

Payment alerts – cheques and cash: you can set up alerts to tell you when a cash/cheque payment has 
been recorded against your child’s account in school ensuring you know the payment has been received safely.   

Should you have any queries please contact Finance on: finance@swracademy.org 

Helping you manage school dinner money allowances 

The importance of getting a 
good night’s sleep 

Sleep makes you feel better, but its importance 
goes way beyond just boosting your mood or 
banishing under-eye circles. Adequate sleep is a 
key part of a healthy lifestyle, and can benefit 
your heart, weight, mind, and more. ... Here are 
some health benefits researchers have discov-
ered about a good night's sleep. 

 

 Better concentration 

 Better Memory & Recall 

 Aids Creativity 

 Helps you make better decisions 

 Reduces Focus on negative 
things 

 Stronger immune system 

 

Please encourage your children to get a good 
night’s sleep wherever possible. 
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Cashless catering*– there is no differentiation between who pays and as a parent you can track your child’s 
meals online. An additional sum of money has also been allocated to pupil’s daily allowance above the pre-
scribed floor value. 

Trip subsidies – for all curriculum based off site events to ensure they can participate fully in all learning oppor-
tunities. 

Easter revision classes* – to ensure your child is prepared for their final examinations by accessing additional 
sessions based on examination technique and content linked to a wide range of courses. 

1:1 Tuition in Maths and English* - to bridge any barriers to making progress in these key areas of the curricu-
lum. 

Learning Mentor* – provided to support pupils who are struggling to make progress or who are having difficul-
ties at home or school. 
 

For a full list of the interventions the school is providing please see the school website  
(under Parents, Pupil Premium).         
                                                                          
Mr D. Bensley, Assistant Headteacher    
 
*This intervention is accessible by all students 

Making the claim not only benefits your child in providing a healthy meal but also releases additional funds to the 
school to ensure they meet their full academic potential through a range of interventions that the school has put in 
place.  Current initiatives include:- 

Free School Meals  

– Are you claiming your entitlement? 
 

 

Sign up for Free School Meals 

Lincolnshire County Council has recently announced that there is a new process for Free School Meals 
which went 'live' for parents to use from 4th September 2018.   

Please register and apply via the Portal: https://lcc.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/parentportal/ 

The Parent Portal allows parents or carers to apply for a school place and apply for free school meals via 
an online interface. This online interface allows a user to create an account, add their children to the ac-
count, and either apply for a school place or free school meals. Once an application has been created and 
submitted it is available for the Local Authority to view.  

To begin using the Parent Portal, create an account using the 'Create Account' link which can be found on 
the upper left side of this page. To return after creating an account, use the 'Login' link which can also be 
found on the upper left side of this page. 

Using a tablet/smartphone? Access the menu items including the 'Create Account' and 'Login' links using 
the menu in the top right hand corner. 

According to current research it is estimated that over 200,000 pupils entitled 

to claim Free School Meals are not doing so in Lincolnshire! School meals 

offer a nutritionally balanced meal during the school day to ensure your child 

is ready and able to engage fully in their learning and we would encourage 

you to apply for this entitlement. If you are in receipt of Universal Credit you 

will be eligible for Free School Meals. 

Children eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) on 1st April 2018 will have 

protected eligibility throughout the Universal Credit roll out period until 31st 

March 2022.  Children who became eligible for FSM as a result of a new 

check, will also benefit from the same eligibility protection. 

https://lcc.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/parentportal/
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Follow on Twitter  

@Bassinghamsch 

News from Bassingham Primary   

It’s all change here at Bassingham School, Year 6 is leaving after 
many happy years of learning and enjoying school life, all the 
school wish them well in their new secondary schools.  We wel-
come the children starting in Reception Class in September, they 
have been into school already to experience school life and we 
look forward to watching them all grow and learn. 

  

This term Class 1 has been learning about dinosaurs. They creat-
ed their own Dinosaur Museum and invited their parents in. The 
children were tour guides and talked to their parents about what 
they have learnt and showed them their fantastic work.  

  

Class 3 has been busy making 4 wonderful ‘Smurf’ scarecrows 
and a Toadstool for Bassingham Scarecrow Festival.  Everyone 
had a very messy time creating the scarecrows with paper mâché, 
blue paint and straw.  Thank you to Miss Ludkin for her help.  

  

Year 6 attended the Lincolnshire Show to compete in a project for 
the Schools Challenge about Global Food Mapping.  Class 6 have 
been calculating food miles for different food products and finding 
out about which food is grown and farmed in our local area.   

 

 

We wish everyone a happy, healthy and safe summer. 

 

Mr Howells, Headteacher & all the  

staff at Bassingham 
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Are you due to be deployed? 
As a school we recognise the strain that deployment can place on the families 
of Service Children and have implemented the following resources that you 
might want to access during this challenging time. 
 

 A learning mentor – who can be assigned to your child to offer both  
pastoral and academic support. 

 A counsellor – trained and experienced specifically in helping Service  
Children. 

 Tablet PC’s – discrete access to email and Skype has been made possi-
ble to ensure that pupils can maintain strong communication with a de-
ployed parent. 

 

If you would like to make use of any of these services please contact Mr  

Bensley for further information. 

                             Help us to help you! Keep us informed 

 
 

        Please make sure that we have up-to-date contact information in the event we need to speak  
 to you         during the school day.   
 

        Absences: 

If your child is absent from school or has a medical appointment, it would really help us if you could telephone and 
leave a message by 9am on the same day.  Messages can be left by: 
 

 Dialling 01400 272422 

 Selecting Option 3 to record pupil sickness/absence/medical appointment 

 Selecting Option 5 to report anything else or leave a message for a named member of staff. 
 

Alternatively, we have an Attendance email address: attendance@swracademy.org which can be used to com-
municate absence and appointment information.  For future medical appointments, a note can be written in your 
child’s Planner and should be shown to Mrs Jex at the Office in advance of the appointment. 
 

Attendance is monitored daily/weekly and parents are contacted about any unexplained absence. 

Thank you for your help with this important communication process. 

Pupil Premium change in Eligibility 
Please be aware that the criteria for Pupil Premium funding is being widened to include: 
 

Pupils who are adopted but have been looked after for one day or more or were adopted from care or left 
care under: 

- a Special Guardianship Order  
- a Residence Order 

If you feel that you may be eligible for the funding (£1900), please contact the school office. 
 

Mr D. Bensley 

Visit the website to keep up to date on school activities, revision sessions, news, trips 
and clubs. All letters are available to view and download on the website - ‘Parents’, 

‘School Letters’ 

www.swracademy.org 
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                          9-1 GCSE Grading Guidance  
                          
The Association of School and College Leaders has published some guidance papers 
for parents and students on the 9-1 GCSEs. We thought it would be useful to share 
with our students and their families. Wishing all our students the very best of luck with 
their examinations. 
 
 To read the guides, please visit our website: http://www.swracademy.net/gcse-reforms
-guidance-for-studen…/ 
 
To watch information on the new grading visit the SWRA YouTube channel. Click to 
view the videos via our website: http://www.swracademy.net/new-grading-gcsesa-levels-youtub…/  
or by visiting their YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/ofqual/videos 

As your child grows and becomes more independent, it is only natural that they take 
this independence online. In our teenage years we explore, try new things and 
sometimes push boundaries and take risks, this is an essential part of growing up. 

With all of the potential that the online world and new technology offers, young peo-
ple now have access to huge opportunities. They use technology to express them-
selves, explore, and be creative; it has changed the way they communicate. 

The internet has changed all of our lives, and your child has grown up during this change. Many of the things that 
confuse, baffle or even scare us, are part of the everyday for them. For many of us, this can all be a bit too much. 

Whether you’re a technophobe or a technophile, it’s still likely that you’ll be playing catch-up with the way your 
child is using the internet.  You might wonder whether what they are doing is safe, and you might also be thinking 
how can I be as good a parent online as I am offline?  For advice about keeping your child safe online, please 
see the ‘think u know’ website: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
 

This website is run by CEOP, the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre.  Should you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please contact myself. 
 

Mr S Grant, Child Protection Officer & Deputy Head 

Keeping your child safe on-line 

You may wish to visit our Safeguarding page under ‘Parents’ menu on the web-
site to see our Safeguarding Policy and find informative links and articles.  For 
instance, the Lincolnshire Safeguarding Children Board website offers advice 
and information on safeguarding children including sections for professionals 
and families too.  The above website has some really useful guides for parents 
on everything from the different types of Social Media your child may be using 
or may ask you if they can use ranging from Snapchat, Instagram, Facebook to 
Cyberbulling and setting up Internet Safety mechanisms.  Below is an example 
guide for parents: 

Cyberbullying 

A Parent’s Guide to Dealing with Sexting 

Snapchat - What parents need to know (download from our website) 
 

Click to visit: Lincolnshire Safeguarding Children Board website 
Click to visit our website: http://www.swracademy.net/parents/safeguarding/ 

Click to visit: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/ 

Safeguarding Information on Website 

http://www.swracademy.net/gcse-reforms-guidance-for-students-parents/
http://www.swracademy.net/gcse-reforms-guidance-for-students-parents/
http://www.swracademy.net/new-grading-gcsesa-levels-youtub…/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ofqual/videos
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/lscb/parents/
http://www.swracademy.net/parents/safeguarding/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/
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Thank you to everyone for your extremely kind online donations via 
ParentPay for Mae’s garden and supporting the refreshment sales at Par-
ents’ Evenings, Open Events and Induction Evening.   
 
We are pleased to report that so far  £2,146 has been raised. £89.67 was 
raised at our Summer Open Evening and a wonderful £156.84 raised at 
the recent Y7 Induction Evening. Thank you for your generous donations. 
 
We are now talking to a garden designer to obtain ideas and costings so 
we know how much more we need to raise to start the garden! 
 
 
 

Donations can still be made via ParentPay or at future events. 
 
An enormous ‘Thank you’. 

Mae’s Garden Fundraising 

Four Local Primary schools enjoy Maths Workshops 

Pupils in the News 

Over the last few years, the Maths department at Sir William Robertson 
Academy has run a series of Maths workshops for Year 5 primary 
school ‘High Achievers’ during the summer term.  Groups of pupils from 
four primary schools – Bassingham, Navenby, Rauceby and Welbourn 
Primaries have visited the school every Wednesday for six sessions.  
These sessions are designed to give the ‘more able’ pupils exposure to 
Maths in a secondary school environment and looking at the kind of 
Maths problems that would be covered during their first 2-3 years.   
 

The pupils have thoroughly enjoyed the sessions with some wanting to 
go back to teach other pupils in their classes!  One group of pupils even 
opted to attend the Wednesday session over taking part in their sports 
day.  The workshops have included sessions involving Algebra through 
Geometry, Circles, Design a Garden, Hotel Bookings and Loci with Skit-
tles.  The children received goody bags and enjoyed cookies and drinks 
to celebrate the end of their sessions. 
 

The workshops have been run by Maths teachers, Miss White and Miss 
Cullimore who enjoyed delivering the sessions and working with such 
enthusiastic children with a thirst for learning.  They commented:  

“It has been a pleasure to push the boundaries of what is meant by 
‘Mathematics’ with such a bubbly group of individuals. We have been 
able to enjoy the challenges of the unknown and use mathematical 
modelling and problem solving skills. The dedication of wanting to finish 
the problems in their own time and share their experiences with those 
not present shows there are some great budding mathematicians com-
ing through.” 

Pupils pictured are from Welbourn, Navenby, Rauceby and Bassingham 
Primary Schools. 
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SWRA Term Dates  

Our next INSET days are prior to us starting back in September: 
 

Wednesday 4th September  Start of Term - Year 7 plus GCSE Food students 

Thursday 5th September      Start of Term - all other years including Y12/13 
 

Visit the website to find our full list of Term Dates: http://www.swracademy.net/wp-content/
uploads/2018/09/Term-Dates-2018-2020.docx.pdf (the link can be found at the bottom of the home page) 

Year 7 Pledge Passports Awards 

          Pupils in the News                 

A massive well done to our latest nominees for working hard on their Pledge Passports. These students have 
gone over and above this year to show how much they have done in school and outside of the Curriculum. A spe-
cial mention goes to Lainie Hollis and Ava Caswell on completing eleven Pledge Passports between them! 
 

There will be a special Year 7 reward for all students whom have completed and handed in their Passports. This 
is taking place on Friday 19 July period 4 and will start with a special assembly and an hour on the school field 
(hopefully in the sunshine), listening to music, with their tutors and the Heads of Year playing Frisbee and round-
ers. We also hope to have an ice cream van on site to reward them for all their hard work this year. 

 
Mrs Burrough is looking forward to welcoming them all into Year 8 in 
September and we cannot wait to see what wonderful things they 
achieve moving up the school.  

 

Good luck Year 7 and have a wonderful (and safe) summer holiday. 

 

Mrs Mower, Head of Year 7 

2nd half term June – July 2019
  

Daisy Rivett (1)   

Seren Watts (2) 

Natalie Mae Hunt (2) 

Sam Greensmith (2) 

Laura Franklin (2)   

Tegan Cameron (1)   

Ava Caswell (5) 

Isabelle Campbelle (2) 

Lucy Roche (2) 

Maddie Stevens (2) 

Alex Forsyth (2) 

Julia Juchtowska (2)   

Lainie Hollis (6) 

Molly Raspin (2) 

Marcus Walton (2)   

Olivia Wells (2) 

Rebecca Sanderberg (2)   

Aidan Shaw (1)   

http://www.swracademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Term-Dates-2018-2020.docx.pdf
http://www.swracademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Term-Dates-2018-2020.docx.pdf
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We love to hear about out of school activities 
and achievements. Email news to:   

suzanne.alexander@swracademy.org 

Year 7 Pledge Passports Awards April – May 2019 

 

Year 9/10 GCSE Food Technology Students 
 

Each term the practical cooking plan (including ingredients needed and method) are posted on the school 
website. You will find it under ‘Curriculum, Design & Technology, Food Technology’.  

Visit the website: http://www.swracademy.net/curriculum/food-technology/ 
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@performingSWRA 

@MFL_SWRA 

  Online Gaming: What Parents/Carers 
need to know 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘ThinkuKnow’ has lots of valuable guidance and infor-
mation for parents/carers on a number of issues helping 
keep children safe.  The article link below covers gaming 
which people may want to read about keeping their chil-
dren safe when they play computer games online. 

 

As with any form of technology or online space, adult of-
fenders can use gaming platforms to target children and 
build relationships with them. This article explores the dif-
ferent elements of gaming and how they can be used by 
offenders, and what you can do to support your child whilst 
gaming. To read the article click on the link below: 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/ 

Congratulations to all these students who received their awards in May: 

Daisy Rivatt   

Seren Watts   

Tegan Cameron   

Ava Caswell   

Lainie Hollis   

Lexi Woodward   

Tanakom (John) Somjit-Renshaw 

Uniform & Bus Information 

Bus Timetables for SWRA contracted routes can be found on the website: 
http://www.swracademy.net/parents/finance/transport/ 
 

Up to date Uniform lists can be found at: http://www.swracademy.net/parents/school-information/uniform/ 

http://www.swracademy.net/curriculum/food-technology/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/
http://www.swracademy.net/parents/finance/transport/
http://www.swracademy.net/parents/school-information/uniform/
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Sir William 
Robertson 

  
July 
19th   End of Term 6  

 

August 
15th   A Level Results Day 
22nd   GCSE Results Day 
 

September  
2nd/3rd   Inset Days 
Wed 4th  Start of Term 1 for Y7 plus Y11 GCSE Food Students 
Thurs 5th   Start of Term 1 for all other years including Y12/13 
12th   Whole school photographs 
16th - 18th  Open Week for Y4/5/6 (Open Morning 9.15am - 11.15am) 
18th   Open Evening for Y4/5/6 6.00pm - 8.30pm 
24th - 27th   Y7 Hill Holt Wood Days 
25th   Storytelling Workshop - Library   
 

October 
16th   Wow Day 
17th   Sixth Form Open Evening 5.45pm-7.30pm 
18th   End of Term 1 
28th    INSET Day 
29th   Start of Term 2 
31st (Thursday)  Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
 

November 
6th   Future First Expo @ Newark  
7th (Thursday)  Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
 

December 
5th (Thursday)  Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
11th   Into the Woods Show  
12th   Into the Woods Show 
13th   Into the Woods Show 
17th   Wow Day 
19th   End of Term 
20th   Inset Day 
 

January 
6th   Start of Term 
23rd (Thursday)  Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
 

February 
13th (Thursday)  Year 12/13 Parents’ Evening 
14th   End of Term 3 
24th   Start of Term 4 
 

March 
19th (Thursday)  Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
 

April 
20th   Start of Term 5 
 

May 
Friday 8th  Bank Holiday (please note that this date has changed from Monday 4th) 
Thursday 21st  End of Term 5 
 

June 
1st   Start of Term 6 
w/c 1st    Year 12 Work Experience week 
 

July 
w/c 6th    Year 10 Work Experience week 
Tues 21st  End of Term 6 
 

Watch us on 
YouTube   

SWR Academy 

@swracademy 

@performingSWRA 

@MFL_SWRA 

See page 8 to 
read all about our 
recent Paris trip 


