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As the days get shorter and the weather gets colder, it is always good to receive positive news!  
This has recently arrived at school in the form of the Department for Education publishing their 
annual School Performance Tables, which allow parents to compare how their child’s school has 
fared relative to other schools at GCSE. 

As parents may already be aware, the School Performance Tables for 2019 confirm once again 
that Sir William Robertson Academy is amongst the highest performing secondary schools in the 
county. The school’s GCSE outcomes increased in almost every curriculum area, with extremely 
significant improvements in English, History and Drama. Based upon the Government’s main 
Progress 8 school performance measure, we are now out-performing not only the vast majority 
of local comprehensive schools, but also a growing number of the Lincolnshire selective schools 
as well. 

The school’s headline figure for the percentage of pupils  
gaining 9-5 grades has increased by 8% on the school’s 2018 
outcomes, which had been the  highest figure recorded     
previously at the school. GCSE    English results increased 
by 10% at Grades 9-4 and by 8% at Grades 9-5.  

GCSE Maths – already one of the school’s highest            
performing departments - increased the percentage of      
students gaining Grades 9-4 by 3% and the percentage    
gaining Grades 9-5 by 6%. 

GCSE results in Humanities subjects (GCSE Geography and 
GCSE History) increased by 16% at Grades 9-4 and by 15% 
at Grades 9-5. GCSE Languages results increased by 13% at 
Grades 9-4 and by 6% at Grades 9-5 and GCSE Drama   
results increased dramatically: 89% of students achieved 9-4 
grades and 73% achieved 9-5 grades. GCSE PE delivered 
wonderful results once again, with 100% achieving Grades    
9-4 and 93% achieving Grades 9-5.  

These outstanding results are the consequence of a huge 
amount of hard work from our students and their teachers, 
not forgetting of course the vital support from parents.  We 
are delighted for all of our students and it has been           
tremendous to welcome the vast majority of our Year 11 back 
into our Sixth Form.   

Although we have only just welcomed our new Year 7 intake - who are already making a      
wonderful contribution in their first term in the school - applications are already in for our       
September 2020 Year 7 intake.  Once again it looks set to be a bumper year!  The strong        
reputation of the school has resulted in an increase in the overall number of applications and 
also the number of first preference applications.  We continue to receive a high volume of       
applications from the Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire communities which we traditionally 
serve, but we are now also receiving a growing number of applications from Witham St Hughs, 
Bracebridge Heath and North Hykeham.  We are delighted that so many families continue to   
recognise the fantastic opportunities which Sir William Robertson Academy can offer to their   
children. 

The only cloud on our horizon (which was a very big one and visited us twice!) was the rain 
cloud which dropped a month’s rain in a matter of hours and flooded our Dixon Block.  The good 
news is that the damage has not been as bad as we initially feared and our Sixth Form Apple 
Mac suite is already back up and running.  The rest of the block is drying out well and following 
new carpets should be re-opening in the next few weeks. 

 

Thank you for your on-going support of the school. 

 

Mark Guest, Headteacher 
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Guide Dogs for the Blind Association 

On Friday the 18th October we hosted a Non-School Uniform day to raise money for the Guide Dogs 
for the Blind Association.  

After asking for a £1 donation we are pleased to announce we raised a wonderful £664.45!! 

Thank you to everyone for your donations! 

To find out more about the great things the organisation do, check out 

www.guidedogs.org.uk 

Keep Us Informed 

Please make sure that we have up-to-date contact information in the event we need to speak to you during the 
school day. 

If your child is absent from school or has a medical appointment, it would really help us if you 
could telephone and leave a message by 9am on the same day.  Messages can be left by: 

 

 Dialling 01400 272422 

 Selecting Option 3 to record pupil sickness/absence/medical appointment 

 Selecting Option 5 to report anything else or leave a message for a named member of staff. 
 

Alternatively, we have an Attendance email address: attendance@swracademy.org which can be used to communi-
cate absence and appointment information.  For future medical appointments, you can either ring us, send an 

email, or a note can be handed in to Mrs Jex at the Head of Year Office in advance of the appointment. 
 

Attendance is monitored daily/weekly and parents are contacted about any unexplained absence. 

Thank you for your help with this important communication process. 
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Year 10 pupil Lewis Pittam is the lead guitarist and backing vocalist in a 
local band from Grantham, Naturally Sourced. 

The band were headhunted whilst playing at a teenage market in Melton a 
couple of months ago to enter The Rotary Club’s tenth anniversary of 
Vales Got Talent.  

 

After performing their own song “The Stage”, the 
band got through to the Grand Final of the           
competition. 

 

Vales Got Talent is a big competition, and a          
reflection of the band’s talent and dedication to   
practice and song writing. 

 

We are very proud of Lewis and his bandmates, and 
absolutely thrilled to watch them progress and thrive 
into a well established group. Well done for your   
efforts and we can’t wait to see what you achieve 
next! 

Naturally Sourced– Local Band Through to Talent Grand Final 

Lewis and his bandmates. 

The Clares Christmas Lights for Make A Wish. 

A member of our cleaning team, Tracey Clare, raises money for charity every year at Christmas time by 
putting amazing Christmas lights outside her 
house. 

This year, Tracey and her family are raising  
money for Make A Wish, a non-profit               
organisation who create life-changing wishes for 
children with critical illnesses. 

Tracey and her family work so hard to organise 
this every year, they have previously been in the 
Lincolnite and last year they managed to raise an 
astonishing £5000. 

 

We are extremely proud of Tracey and the     
generosity she shows year after year. If you 
would like to  support her famiy and their      
fundraising, you can search Tracey’s The Clares 
Christmas Lights on JustGiving. 
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Pupil Takes Part in Work Experience with 
RAF Communications Lead 

The catering team are continuing to help our pupils celebrate their birthdays with a 
free birthday cupcake. If you have a birthday coming up, please add your name to the board in The 
Dining Hall and you will receive a yummy cupcake on your special day!  If your birthday falls in the 
holidays an early cupcake can be arranged! 

Birthday Cupcakes for our Pupils 

 
Jessica Richardson recently completed a day of work experience with Beth Dyson, RAF          
Communications Lead for BAE Systems. 
 
Jessica supported Beth on a visit to RAF Cosford the home of training for the Royal Air Force to 
interview some Qatari Air Force trainees. The Qatari trainees are currently completing their         
engineering training to enable to them to work on the new joint RAF and  
Qatari Air Force Typhoon Squadron, 12 Squadron. 
 
During the day Air Vice Marshal James visited the trainees to find out how they have been getting 
on during their training and whether they were excited to start working with Typhoon. Jessica 
helped Beth set up the camera equipment and recording levels as well as help write up some     
interview questions for the students and the senior leadership team who were present at the time. 
 
The interviews will be used in a video to support the opening of the new Qatari Technical Institute 
in Doha as well as used to showcase the hard 
work the Qatari’s have been delivering at RAF 
Cosford to the rest of the BAE Systems global 
business 
Miss Wilson 
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How to Deal with Cyber-bullying with Guest Speaker 
and Singer Brandon Hunt 

On Thursday 7
th
 November the school saw a visitor by the 

name of Brandon Hunt. Brandon is a 20 year old singer/
songwriter from Scunthorpe, and has been tipped by BBC's 
Radio 1 as the next big British male singer being compared to 
George Ezra. Brandon has been performing for over 10 years, 
and last year supported McBusted on tour and will soon be 
heading off to LA to work with some huge songwriters. He has 
had his own struggles with mental health over the last few 
years which is evident in the lyrics of his new music, so he 
feels he is in the perfect position to promote the positive    
message of seeking out support in regards to mental health to 
youngsters all around the UK. 

 

Brandon spent the morning running hour sessions with pupils 
in year 7, 8 and 9. During each session Brandon spoke about 
very important messages. He discussed topics such as cyber-
bullying, healthy relationships, making friends and getting to 
know your peers, peer pressure, and mental health and how 
you can change your life around and have a purpose. The 
most important take away from the entire day was to ensure 
pupils speak out and ask for help whenever they need it. We 
thank Brandon and everyone involved for such a fantastic day. 

We love to hear about out of school activities and 
achievements. Email news to:   

marketing@swracademy.org 
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Motivational Talk with Paralympic Athlete Sam Ruddock 

On Friday the 15
th
 of November, our year 11s had the pleasure of being visited 

by Sam Ruddock, a Paralympic track and field athlete who spoke to the        
students about motivation, working hard, and his experience of growing up with 
cerebral palsy in his lower limbs. Sam helped prepare our year 11 students as 
they will soon potentially be embarking on life outside of Sir William Robertson 
Academy. The students responded wonderfully; taking part when asked    
questions and by listening to the advice given. 

The reason this talk was possible is thanks to Inspire Plus. Inspire Plus is a 
Grantham based Sport Charity who serve schools in South Kesteven and wider 
Lincolnshire. They aim to improve the lives for young people through sport and 
healthy active lifestyles. 

A big thank you to Sam and Inspire Plus for the boost to our year 11’s confidence at such a vital 
time, it was a great start to our Friday. 

Careers Fair 
 

We are having a Careers Fair on 2
nd

 April 2020, this is on a Wow Day. 
 

If any parents know of any employers/businesses, training providers, colleges or Universities 
who may be interested in attending, please contact Miss Gage, either by email 

(emma.gage@swracademy.org) or calling into school. 
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Keep up to date with school events and 
news on our Facebook page  

‘Sir William Robertson Academy’ 

 

Flower Power! 

Welbourn Primary school visited the Art 
department to create some wonderful 
sculptures which they carried in the Cliff 
Villages Carnival in September.  

The idea came from one of the parents 
at the school, Katie Hounsfield, who has 
revived this very old tradition in         
Navenby. The pupils worked extremely 
hard alongside some of our own       
students, creating giant dandelion seed 
heads using wire and delicate white  
fabric. 

Mrs Lawson 

Creating A Buzz 

Each term, we select a theme for the Art, Design & Technology department to work on               
collaboratively. This term, we focused on Year 9 and our theme was Bees, selected because we 
felt that the ethos of a bee colony – hard work, being a team, everyone working towards a common 
goal in support of each other – was something we wanted to promote. 

Resistant Materials designed and made windspinners for use in the garden in the shape of bees 
following the design process and developing their skills. Food have been working as a hive,       
collaboratively. Next term they are studying the impact and the importance of bees in food         
production. 

 

The GCSE Art & Graphics students had a wonderful day working with two local artists, Nadya 
Monfrinoli and Louise Jones. Every student made a three-part bee stencil and designed a hexagon 
with a flower motif. These pieces will go towards a piece of permanent artwork on the wall in the 

inner courtyard which the artists will design based on the work created. 

 Mrs Lawson 
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Storytelling Workshop 

 

ON 25
th
 Sept 2019 Nicky Rafferty was invited to do a            

storytelling workshop in the library with selected groups of    
students. Nicky trained as an actor in the early nineties, and 
has worked as a performance storyteller ever since. The    
workshop took place to encourage and promote reading and a 
love of books and was aimed primarily at pupil premium       
children. 
 
Nicky’s aim was to look at visualisation, sequencing and       
developing narrative- however the main objective was to inspire 
our pupils with the power of good stories. 
Year 7 were already on their Hill Holt Wood trip that week, so 
groups were selected from year 8, 9, and 10. 
  
Nicky was so positive about the pupils she met, their attitude to 
learning and their obvious support of each other. She could not 
praise the staff enough for their warmth towards the pupils and 
for the way they are treated individually and with such obvious 
care. She was amazed by the ‘feel’ of the school and the   
friendliness she received from everyone. 

 
Mrs Healy says the pupils who participated were a credit to the 
school and it was a positive experience for all involved. Thank 
you to all involved for making such a great day possible.  

Children in Need 

 

On Friday the 15th 
November we hosted 

a Non-School       
Uniform day in     

support of Children in 
Need! 

 

We are pleased to 
announce that after 

requesting a £1       
donation each, we 

raised a total of 

£658.77 
 

Thank you so much 
to everyone for your 
contributions, it has 

gone towards a great 
cause! 

 

If you’d like to find 
out more about what 
Children in Need do, 

then visit : 

www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk 
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District Cross Country at Belton House 2019 

42 pupils represented the school at this year’s Kesteven and District Cross Country            
Championships. We arrived early and walked the course as a big group as this was the first year 
the event had been held at Belton House.  
 
Year 7 boys were the first to go and as the race started the heavens opened!! The rain didn’t 
stop for the rest of the event turning the course into a swamp, however our pupils showed       
incredible levels of resilience and all took part in their races giving it their best shot. 
 
Eventually when the final year 11 boy crossed the line we were able to make our way back to 
school, soaking through! Despite the conditions the pupils behaved brilliantly and many have    
qualified to represent the Kesteven district at Burghley House after Christmas. 

 
Notable achievements 

  
 
Evan Marshall – year 7 (4

th
) 

 
 
Ben Marshall – Year 9 (5

th
) 

 
 
Elizabeth Wynn-Jones – Year 9 
 
 
Peter Wynn-Jones – Year 11 
 
 
Amara Wilson – Year 11 
 
 
Izzy Thorpe – Year 7 
 
 
George Crompton-Allen – Year 8 
 
 
PE Department 
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Keep up to date with school events, trips, 
sport match fixtures, pick up times and 
match news on our Facebook page  

‘Sir William Robertson Academy’ 

Sports Ambassadors 

A big thank you to the PE Sports Ambassadors who gave up their time to come and help with our    
recent open evening.  
 
They helped teach primary school pupils trampolining and archery and also spent a lot of time chatting 
to parents about PE at SWRA.  
 
Many parents commented on their ability to chat with adults and how confident and friendly they were. 
We are proud to have such wonderful Sports Ambassadors to help with such events. 
 
PE Department 

New from  

September 

2019 

Pictured: 

Hannah Ball (Year 10) 

Isabel Cropper (Year 10) 

Imogen Kennett (Year 10) 

Finley Bass (Year 10) 

Kian Picker (Year 10) 

James Lovett (Year 11) 

Amara Wilson (Year 11) 

Evelyn Shaw (Year 10) 
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Ideas for activities to do over the holidays are available on the Family Services Directory 

at www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/fsd     Click on ‘What’s On’ 

Year 7/8 Design & Technology work 

We are pleased to showcase some of the fantastic work our Year 7s and Year 8s have created in          
Resistant Materials. The Robot Desk Tidys were made by our year 7s, whilst the Night Lights were 

made by our year 8s. Well done to all for such wonderful creations! 

Mr Jex 

 
Well done to all for making the most of the 
opportunity to create something new, you 
should all be proud of yourselves! 

Year 8 Graphic Communication Vans Project 

Our year 8 Graphic Communication pupils have been completing their Vans project– which 
is completely new for this academic year, likewise with the Robot Desk Tidy and the Night 

Lights! 

http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/fsd
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Sir William Robertson 
Academy 

@SWRACADEMY 

@performingSWRA 

@MFL_SWRA 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

Our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 17
th
 October 

was a great success with lots of our Year 11s attending 
and we were delighted to welcome students from other 
local schools. If you are a prospective student or parent 
who would like to discuss joining the Sixth Form, please 
contact Miss Wilson (Head of Sixth Form) through 
calling the school office on 01400 272422. We will be 
happy to take you on a tour of the school and discuss 
your options for joining us. If you would like information 
on our subjects and entry requirements, these can be 
found on the school’s website http://
www.swracademy.net/sixth-form/ 
We are extremely proud of our small Sixth Form commu-
nity and we know that students here at SWRA already 
and those joining from elsewhere will soon become part 
of our Sixth Form family, taking part in the success and 
opportunities that we have to offer. 
Miss Wilson 

Applying to Sixth Form 
 
Applications for September 2020 should 
be submitted online on the school’s web-
site: http://www.swracademy.net/sixth-form/
sixth-form-applications/ 
The deadline for internal students (current 
SWRA Year 11) is Friday 13th December 
2019 and the deadline for external stu-
dents is Friday 7th February 2020. Appli-
cations after this date will of course be con-
sidered equally but certain subject combina-
tions may not be possible as our timetable is 
drawn up based on initial applications. All 
applicants will be met for an informal inter-
view regarding subject choices and career 
aspirations to ensure an appropriate path-
way has been selected. Conditional offer 
letters will be issued after this process. 

sirwillrob 

http://www.swracademy.net/sixth-form/
http://www.swracademy.net/sixth-form/
http://www.swracademy.net/sixth-form/sixth-form-applications/
http://www.swracademy.net/sixth-form/sixth-form-applications/
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Year 7 Boys Football vs Priory Ruskin 

The best form of defence is attack! That was the motto going into the game. 
  
Going 1-nil down wasn’t the best start, but a great goal 
from a corner was a good leveller, after really having the 
bulk of the possession and attacks. However, almost a 
minute later we were 2-1 down due to an unfortunate 
error. 
 
Coming back to 2-2 was a great achievement, but my 
word we saw a fantastic free-kick with his first touch of 
the game from Charlie Douglas to take a 3-2 lead. 
The boys defended stoutly but a 3-3 draw was a great 
result considering they had little time training together. 
 
We will go again against Carres at the end of December. 
Mr Fowler 

Year 7 and 8 Pledge Passports 

Every half term we provide a ‘Pledge Passports Rewards Break’ for Year 7 and Year 8 pupils.  

They complete a Pledge Passport in base times throughout the year showing their achievements. It 
follows the ASPIRE motto and at the end of the year they have a reward for the whole year group.  

However each half term tutors nominate their best pledge passport pupil for an interim reward.  

Well done to the recent nominees pictured below! 

Pictured Left: 

Head of Year 7 Mrs Mower, 
and our Year 7 nominees! 

Pictured Right: 

Head of Year 8 Miss Burrough, 
and our Year 8 nominees! 
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We are delighted to announce our two new additions to the PE Department in Miss 
Graves (Girls PE) and Mr Fowler (Boys PE).  
 
Well our Autumn term has been filled with fixtures, rain, mud, more fixtures and then more rain and 
mud.  We had a slow start to the term as we had the opening of our new changing room facilities 
which have been a long time in coming but have been much appreciated by all.  The current wet and 
muddy conditions is certainly warranting the addition of the new private shower cubicles. Boys going 
to lessons clean and smelling fresh has not been our typical end to a PE lesson.   
 
Watching England play in their fourth Rugby World Cup Final after ending New Zealand’s          
stranglehold on the sport in a destructive and dominant performance only to succumb to a             
determined South African team was an unfortunate end to a superb attempt to win the Ellis Webb 
Trophy.  We have had Rugby as one of our main sports on the curriculum for many years as we feel 
it fosters our school motto of ASPIRE.  The RFU have certain Core values which we adhere to when 
we teach our students rugby.  By reviewing just one rugby game this term we see all aspects of 
these core values being applied. Team work enriches our lives, taking pride in a team and relying on 
one another understanding each player has a part to play.  
 
Bobby Fairman entering the game as a full back and then catching numerous high kicks, evading 
tackles and running deep into the opponents territory.  Respect, accepting decisions was observed 
by the entire team as a young referee took part in his first official match.  Enjoyment, is the reason 
we perhaps all play competitive sport.   
 
Year 9 have trained regularly and many have the sport as a central part of their healthy life-
styles.  Rugby can teach players to enjoy being part of a rugby family, we never expect thanks as PE 
teachers for freely giving our time but it was noted that each and every one of this team said thank-
you as they were picked up by parents at school.  Discipline in rugby ensures it is a controlled    
physical endeavour, tackle after tackle was made and at no point did any players overstep the 
mark.   Sportsmanship, it was wonderful to see the Year 9 team leave St George’s with a well-
earned victory having out-tackled (Joe Woodward and Ben Marshall), out-thought (Connor Ball and 
Euan Fern) and out-fought (Oscar Wilby and Darren J-Whitten) their opponents. The result at times 
is irrelevant when sport can have the power to bind a set of youngsters together into a team, give 
those students the opportunity to show leadership skills (Harley Matts) far beyond their ages and 
probably create memories that will stay with them for the rest of their lives. 
 
Mr Symmons 

PE Department Update and The Importance of Rugby at 
SWRA 
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Swimarathon 2020 

We are looking for 8 teams of swimmers Y7-Y13 to join our 
annual swimarathon squad. Saturday 8

th
 February. 

  
The team pictured below (Lancer Lobsters) last year raised 
nearly £300 between them – remarkable! 
Overall we had a staff and family swim, 8 pupil teams and 
additional swim slots over the weekend. As a school we 
raised just over £3000 for local swimarathon charities. 
  
We also received the special president’s shield and a      
reward for highest fundraising school. 
 
We are also looking for another 3 teams of leaders to assist 
with the running of the event on Friday 7

th
, Saturday 8

th
 and 

Sunday 9
th
. The days are long – about 12 hours, but very 

rewarding and lots of fun! 
 
If you are interested in joining either the Leaders or      
swimmers teams please see Mrs Mower for a letter and 
sponsor form! 
Mrs Mower 

Safeguarding Information on our Website 

You may wish to visit our Safeguarding page under ‘Parents’ menu on the web-
site to see our Safeguarding Policy and find informative links and articles.  For 
instance, the Lincolnshire Safeguarding Children Board website offers advice 
and information on safeguarding children including sections for professionals 
and families too.  The above website has some really useful guides for parents 
on everything from the different types of Social Media your child may be using 
or may ask you if they can use ranging from Snapchat, Instagram, Facebook to 
Cyberbulling and setting up Internet Safety mechanisms.  Below is an example 
guide for parents: 

Cyberbullying 

A Parent’s Guide to Dealing with Sexting 

Snapchat - What parents need to know (download from our website) 
 

Click to visit: Lincolnshire Safeguarding Children Board website 
Click to visit our website: http://www.swracademy.net/parents/safeguarding/ 

Click to visit: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/ 

https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/lscb/parents/
http://www.swracademy.net/parents/safeguarding/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/
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Lincolnshire Health & Care Careers Event ran by NHS 
Lincolnshire Talent Academy. 

On the 26
th
 November the Lincolnshire Health & Care Career’s Event 2019 was held at Lincoln     

Engine Shed. Some of our Health and Social Care students in year 12 and 13 attended with Miss 
Franklin. The event was a fantastic opportunity for our students to discover careers in the Health and 

Career sector through interactive, inspirational activities and workshops, and it helped to raise the 
awareness of the different career pathways and job opportunities available to our pupils. 
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Career and Employability Activities During October Wow Day 

Sign up for Free School Meals 

Lincolnshire County Council has recently announced that there is a new process for Free School Meals 
which went 'live' for parents to use from 4th September 2018.   

Please register and apply via the Portal: https://lcc.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/parentportal/ 

The Parent Portal allows parents or carers to apply for a school place and apply for free school meals via 
an online interface. This online interface allows a user to create an account, add their children to the      
account, and either apply for a school place or free school meals. Once an application has been created 
and submitted it is available for the Local Authority to view.  

To begin using the Parent Portal, create an account using the 'Create Account' link which can be found on 
the upper left side of this page. To return after creating an account, use the 'Login' link which can also be 
found on the upper left side of this page. 

Using a tablet/smartphone? Access the menu items including the 'Create Account' and 'Login' links using 
the menu in the top right hand corner. 

On our last Wow Day we had a very successful day with external 
agencies in. Our Year 10 students were able to explore Labour 
Market Information for different jobs and careers through a       
workshop delivered by Katie at Lincoln College, which all the      
students took something away.  
The Year 11 students had a great day interacting with not only the 
Rotatory Club but also Nottingham University. Members of the    
Rotatory Club came in, giving up their times to help Year 11       
students with employability and interview skills practise.            
Nottingham University delivered a collaborative workshop on 
Study Skills to support the students in their revision. It was lovely 
to see the Year 11 students asking Zack, from the University all 
about his experience being a student and his employment now.  
There were many more wonderful activities for our students, so 
thank you to all our external agencies. 
Miss Gage 

https://lcc.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/parentportal/
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Are you due to be deployed? 
As a school we recognise the strain that deployment can place on the 
families of Service Children and have implemented the following        
resources that you might want to access during this challenging time. 
 

 A learning mentor – who can be assigned to your child to offer 
both  
pastoral and academic support. 

 A counsellor – trained and experienced specifically in helping  
Service Children. 

 Tablet PC’s – discrete access to email and Skype has been made 
possible to ensure that pupils can maintain strong communication 
with a deployed parent. 

 

Halloween Fun with Catering Staff  

A quick thank you to our wonderful catering team who 
looked ghoulishly spook-tacular on Halloween! 

The dining hall looked fabulous with lots of wonderful 
decorations, so thank you to the catering team for going 
above and beyond as always!  

                            9-1 GCSE Grading Guidance  
                          
The Association of School and College Leaders has published some guidance papers for parents 
and students on the 9-1 GCSEs. We thought it would be useful to share with our students and 
their families. 
 
 To read the guides, please visit our website: http://www.swracademy.net/gcse-reforms-guidance-
for-studen…/ 

http://www.swracademy.net/gcse-reforms-guidance-for-students-parents/
http://www.swracademy.net/gcse-reforms-guidance-for-students-parents/
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Christmas OAP Party 

On Monday the 2nd December we hosted our annual OAP Christmas Party. The 
event welcomes visitors from surrounding villages to enjoy music, food, games 
and Christmas fun! 

Our cooking department provided wonderful food for them such as home made 
mince pies and sausage rolls, we had performances from our wonderful Will Rob 
dancers, and a musical performance from Jole Marriner (year 8) on the piano. We 
also had the pleasure of having Welbourn Primary Choir perform, and our very 
own Mr Grant and Mr Statham hosting the bingo! Each guest left with a gift each 
from our generous donations. 

Thank you to all for such a positive day, Merry Christmas, and we can’t wait to see 
some of you back next year! 
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SWRA Celebrates Student Achievement at Upper School Awards 

We were delighted to welcome former student Simeon Dyer as the guest speaker at our Upper School 
Awards ceremony on Thursday 21st November, which celebrated the achievements of last year’s Year 9 

and Year 10 students. 

Simeon was a pupil at Sir William Robertson Academy from 2007 until 2012, and is now a successful   
actor. He has performed at some world-famous venues, and last year appeared in an Olivier-nominated 
production of Snow White at the London Palladium alongside actors including Dawn French, Julian Clary 
and America’s Got Talent Winner Paul Zerdin. This year Simeon has completed filming for a role in the 
new Netflix fantasy series The Witcher. When he is not acting he works for a charity called Little People 

UK, which was co-founded by actor Warwick Davis and his wife Samantha in order to offer friendship and 
support to people with dwarfism. Simeon has achondroplasia, which is a type of dwarfism, and believes it 

has made him who he is today. 

Mr Guest, Headteacher, welcomed the students and their families to the ceremony and outlined the key 
activities and events of the past academic year. Proceedings were led by Mr Grant, Deputy Headteacher, 
and more than 70 awards recognising subject achievement, subject progress and 100% attendance were 

presented by Mrs Brewin, Head of Year 11. Two special awards were also presented: Fenton Smith     
received the Martin Burton Award for showing exceptional care for fellow pupils and Francesca Whitelaw 

was presented with the Eric Hall Award for hard work and achievement. Musical entertainment was      
provided by Saffron Simpson, a current Year 11 student, and Head Students Cleo Maksoud and Alethea 

Meachem gave a vote of thanks and presented Simeon with a gift on behalf of the school. 

Mr Guest commented: “It was a pleasure to welcome Simeon back to the school, and we were delighted 
that he was able to join us at such a special event. It was an extremely memorable occasion celebrating 

the hard work and achievement of our Upper School students over the last academic year.” 

Congratulations to all our award winners! 

Mrs Williams 
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             Pupils in the News 

 

 

Creative Club 

 
The Creative Club meets every Wednesday and is an assortment of students from all 
different year groups, from Year 7 right up to Year 11.  We discuss poetry and short   
stories, we enter creative writing competitions and read aloud work we have done.  We 
have already had several successes in competitions and are awaiting the official       
publication of some of our poems (the book should arrive after Christmas).  It is a safe 
and supportive environment and all are welcome.  We look forward to seeing some new 
faces attending in 2020, so come along up to R14 on Wednesday lunch at 1.30 and 
meet the group.  

Mr Fox-Goddard 

You can see some examples of their wonderful work below and on the following page. 

A Christmas Story by Grace Costello. 

As I opened my curtains, I could see a white sheet 
stretching over the never-ending fields around me. The 
snow was falling, heavily, onto the ground, covering the 
roofs of the houses everywhere. I jumped off my bed, 
raced to the back door, shoved on my wellies and 
slipped my coat on. My little sister ran up to me,     
grabbing her shoes and calling for Mum. Mum helped 
her put her shoes and jacket on, and unlocked the door. 

The snow was magical. It was bliss. The cold air rushed 
through my hair, blowing it round my face. The world 
was hushed, waiting. 

“Come!” 

My sister grabbed my arm and dragged me to a        
humongous pile of snow. At once I knew exactly what 
she was thinking. We both leapt into the snow and    
began to wave our arms. 

“Snow Angels!” Dad shouted, running over to us. 

“Brilliant!” Mum said. 

“Snowman!” cried my sister, grabbing the carrot from 
Mum’s hand. 

“Yes!” said my dad, starting to roll a ball of snow for the 
body. 

“I’ll get the hat,” I laughed, snatching the woolly beanie 
from Dad’s head. 

“Oi!” he shouted and started to chase me as my sister 
waved the carrot in the air and mum took over rolling 
the ball of snow. 

After we had built our snowman, we rushed inside to 
drink hot chocolate.  We sat by the fire as Dad put on 
our favourite Christmas film.  As it was starting, I looked 
out the window at the pristine white blanket and flurries 
of flakes, now with Mr Snowman standing proudly for all 
the world to see. 

“Christmas really is the best time of year,” Mum      
whispered in my ear, smiling. 

“it is,” I sighed, “it truly is.” 

Black Winter by Deana Middleditch 

 

Black winter, forever dark, 

Cold and still, no morning lark. 

Snowy land, gorgeously bright, 

Ebony black, coldest night. 

 

Roaring winds, scratching draughts, 

Screeching nails, icy laughs. 

Warm caresses, cuddles and strokes, 

The barren cold makes you choke. 

 

Twinkling, glistening stars, 

Ice shattering like shards. 

Frostbite consumes them, 

Snow sparkling like gems. 

 

Black winter, forever dark, 

Cold and still, no morning lark. 

Snowy land, gorgeously bright, 

Ebony black, coldest night. 
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          Pupils in the News                 

Season’s Greetings by anon. 
 
What’s this thing setting our darkness alight? 
It’s just a winter celebration, 
Trying to set wrongs aright. 
 
And what’s this thing causing so much              
excitement? 
Just a an old pagan feast, 
With a materialistic bent. 
 
What’s this thing making us disregard meas-
ure? 
Just that time of year, 
Obsessed with pleasure. 
 
And tell me of this thing dominating our lives. 
Why, it’s just Christmas, my friend –  
The very best of times. 
 
How can I get some of this Christmas 
cheer? 
Simply follow the herd, 
and postpone your fear. 

My White Christmas by Rose Smith 

 

The snow had long ago turned to slush, 

Why can’t it snow on Christmas day? 

Mothers saying to their children “hush”, 

When their snowmen had washed away. 

 

But then on Christmas morn, 

When I awoke, 

And took a look at the winter dawn, 

The entire landscape looked bespoke. 

 

A sheet of white covered the Earth, 

And had come to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

 

I ran down the stairs, all in a fluster, 

To find presents beneath the tree; 

All in a cluster. 

No-one was up yet… 

 

I ran outside, 

As fast as the wind, 

I made a few snowmen, 

A snow dog and a cat. 

 

That was my Christmas. 

Just as it sounds 
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Into the Woods– School Production Primary School Tour 
 

On the 27th of November, some cast members from this year’s school production of Into the Woods 
took to visiting 5 primary schools to provide an interactive workshop. 

 

The schools visited were Welbourn C of E Primary School, Caythorpe Primary School, Brant   
Broughton Primary School, Bassingham Primary School, and Witham St Hughs Academy. Our pupils         
performed a few songs from the production to the children, and then demonstrated a dance routine 
which they would be learning for the remainder of the session.  

 

At the end of the sessions, the primary school children took it in turns to get up and show the rest of 
their peers what they had learnt. For those visits with extra time left, our pupils also played games 
with them. 

 

This was a fantastic day for our children, and a huge thank you to each primary school who got      
involved. We were so impressed how quickly each school picked the dance routine up, and how ready 
to be involved they all were. 

 

We welcomed those primary schools as well as Navenby C of E Primary School back to watch a   
matinee performance on Wednesday 11th December. 

 

Our show nights were the 11th, 12th, and 13th December. Below you can see some of 
the promo shots taken during their final tech rehearsal. Well done to every single    
student who took part, they saw standing ovations and well deserved high praise from 
audience members- we are so proud of you and can’t wait for next year’s production! 
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Sir William   
Robertson 
Academy 

  
July 
19th   End of Term 6  

 

August 
15th   A Level Results Day 
22nd   GCSE Results Day 
 

September  
2nd/3rd   Inset Days 
Wed 4th  Start of Term 1 for Y7 plus Y11 GCSE Food Students 
Thurs 5th   Start of Term 1 for all other years including Y12/13 
12th   Whole school photographs 
16th - 18th  Open Week for Y4/5/6 (Open Morning 9.15am - 11.15am) 
18th   Open Evening for Y4/5/6 6.00pm - 8.30pm 
24th - 27th   Y7 Hill Holt Wood Days 
25th   Storytelling Workshop - Library   
 

October 
16th   Wow Day 
17th   Sixth Form Open Evening 5.45pm-7.30pm 
18th   End of Term 1 
28th    INSET Day 
29th   Start of Term 2 
31st (Thursday)  Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
 

November 
6th   Future First Expo @ Newark  
7th (Thursday)  Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
 

December 
5th (Thursday)  Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
11th   Into the Woods Show  
12th   Into the Woods Show 
13th   Into the Woods Show 
17th   Wow Day 
19th   End of Term 
20th   Inset Day 
 

January 
6th   Start of Term 
23rd (Thursday)  Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
 

February 
13th (Thursday)  Year 12/13 Parents’ Evening 
14th   End of Term 3 
24th   Start of Term 4 
 

March 
19th (Thursday)  Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
 

April 
20th   Start of Term 5 
 

May 
Friday 8th  Bank Holiday (please note that this date has changed from Monday 4th) 
Thursday 21st  End of Term 5 
 

June 
1st   Start of Term 6 
w/c 1st    Year 12 Work Experience week 
 

July 
w/c 6th    Year 10 Work Experience week 
Tues 21st  End of Term 6 
 

  

SWR Academy 

@swracademy 

@performingSWRA 

@MFL_SWRA 

sirwillrob 


