
Drama – KS3 Assessment Criteria 
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I can listen to others ideas & 
follow direction. 

 
I have limited engagement in the 

(group) process & sometimes 
can lack commitment & focus.  

 
I am beginning to use drama 

vocabulary. 

I offer one or two ideas to the group rehearsal. 
 

 I try to develop these ideas but I am unable to 
refine moments well. 

 
I can collaborate with others in some practical 

tasks, but there are moments of unfocused 
work. 

 
I am developing my drama vocabulary 

appropriately, stating some but not all terms. 

I am secure in using a stimulus to create a 
coherent performance, with examples of creativity 

that has an awareness of my intention to 
communicate a meaning to an audience.  

I am able to develop & refine ideas. 
 

I can collaborate securely with others in practical 
tasks & am engaged in the process. 

 
I am secure in commenting on significant moments 

(drama skills) within my piece that creates 
meaning with a secure use of drama vocabulary. 

I can justify & link a range of creative intentions that 
I have made for my performance to create meaning 

for an audience. 
 

I can justify all of my imaginative intentions & lead 
the development process effectively, refining ideas.  

My ideas are sophisticated & links clearly to the 
stimulus & intended message. 

 
I can collaborate confidently with others in practical 

tasks & am fully engaged in the process.  
I give myself a director’s role. 

 
I can comment intelligently on my well realised 

performance using appropriate & consistent drama 
vocabulary. 

I can justify & link a comprehensive range of creative 
intentions that I have made for my performance to 

create meaning for an audience. 
 

I excel in all elements of the devising process 
independently, with complete imagination & 

confidence to enhance my own work & the work of 
others. 

 
I can collaborate confidently with others in practical 

tasks & am fully engaged in the process.  
I give myself a director’s role. 

 
I can comment intelligently on my well realised 

performance making links between the significant 
moments using confident, accomplished & faultless 

drama vocabulary. 
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I can stand & speak on stage. 
 

 
There a moments where I face 

the audience. 
 
 

I am beginning to show a moment of another 
character that is different from me, using at 

least one vocal skill to show how they’re 
feeling. 

(Pitch, Pause, Pace, Inflection, Volume, Tone) 
 

I am beginning to show a moment of another 
character that is different from me, using at 
least one physical skill to show how they’re 

feeling. 
(Body Language, Proxemics, Gesture, Eye 

Contact, Facial Expression) 
 

I am developing my ability to stay in role for the 
whole performance & face the audience at all 

times to show how they’re feeling. 
 

I am secure in the use of vocal & physical 
performance skills to create a successful 

character.  
(Pitch, Pause, Pace, Inflection, Volume, Tone) 

(Body Language, Proxemics, Gesture, Eye Contact, 
Facial Expression) 

 
I can sustain a character for a long period of time 
having a competent rapport with other actors & 

audience in both scripted & devised work. 
 

My contribution to the process is secure.  
 

I am confident with using the performance space 
creatively. 

I can confidently use a range of vocal & physical 
skills that create more than one mood/emotion or 

character. 
(Pitch, Pause, Pace, Inflection, Volume, Tone) 

(Body Language, Proxemics, Gesture, Eye Contact, 
Facial Expression) 

 
Individual performance is refined, articulate & 

dynamic, creating significant impact with ability to 
drive the piece 

 
My performance has a clear intention that is 

engaging for the audience & I can use a variety of 
different theatrical conventions to display my 

performance in. 
(Slow –mo – Split-stage – Choral Speech etc) 

My performance is imaginative & highly engaging. It is 
skilful & dynamic throughout, without falter or error. – 

my use of vocal & physical skills are impeccable.  
(Pitch, Pause, Pace, Inflection, Volume, Tone) 

(Body Language, Proxemics, Gesture, Eye Contact, 
Facial Expression) 

 
I have undoubted stage presence & sparkle 

throughout. 
 

My performance is faultless & demonstrates absolute 
focus, complete characterisation & is highly creative. 
My performance has a clear intention that is engaging 

for the audience & I can use a variety of different 
theatrical conventions to display my performance in. 

(Slo –mo – Split-stage – Choral Speech etc) 
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 I am beginning to use 

appropriate drama skills terms 
to say what I saw / did in 
rehearsal / performance. 

 
I am beginning to identify ‘What 
Went Well’ & ‘Improvements’ for 
the rehearsal / performance but I 

cannot express it in detail. 
 

My verbal response is not yet in 
the structure of What How Why 

Successful? 

I can use one or more appropriate drama skill 
terms to say what I saw / did in rehearsal / 

performance. 
 

 
I can identify ‘What Went Well’ & 

‘Improvements’ for the rehearsal / performance. 
 
 

I am developing the skill of analysing, using the 
What How Why structure but am not yet 
consistent in answering all parts of the 

question (Eg – What & Why but not How) 

I can use all of the drama skill terms appropriately 
to say what I saw / did in rehearsal / performance 

to communicate meaning to an audience. 
 

 
I am secure in identifying ‘What Went Well’ & 

‘Improvements’ for the rehearsal / performance 
and I am able to discuss more than one moment. 

 
I am secure in the skill of analysing, using the 
What How Why Structure. I am also secure in 

evaluating the success of a moment adding the 
Successful? part to my verbal response to 

performance 

I can use all of the drama skill terms appropriately to 
say what I saw / did in rehearsal / performance. 

I can discuss more than one drama skill to justify my 
ideas in communicating meaning to an audience. 

 
I consistently identify ‘What Went Well’ & 

‘Improvements’ for the rehearsal / performance & 
can express this through clear & detailed analysis & 

evaluation. 
 

I am assured in using the ‘analyse and evaluate’ 
structure: What How Why Successful? when 

verbally responding to performance. 

I can use all of the drama skill terms appropriately to 
say what I saw / did in rehearsal / performance. 

I can discuss more than one drama skill to justify my 
ideas in communicating meaning to an audience. 

I can also offer a contrasting idea, using the 
appropriate drama skill terms. 

 
I consistently identify ‘What Went Well’ & 

‘Improvements’ for the rehearsal / performance & can 
express this through clear & detailed analysis & 

evaluation. 
 

My use of the ‘analyse and evaluate’ structure:  
What How Why Successful? when verbally 
responding to performance is without fault. 

 


