
Level descriptors KS3 History 

The following level descriptors are organised using second order concepts. They are therefore 

able to be used with different schemes of work because each scheme of work is designed to 

develop students’ knowledge about a specific aspect of the past as well as improving 

students’ ability to think critically using a particular historical concept.  

The latest version of the National Curriculum requires students to understand and employ the 

following historical concepts to give meaning to the study of the substantive content: 

‘continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance.’  

Students should also be able to: ‘understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 

arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.’ 

Our aim at KS3 is to provide students with a sense of the way in which the country and the 

world in which they live has developed over time and the key forces at work as part of that 

development. It is also the intention of the KS3 curriculum to provide students with the 

ability to think critically and engage constructively in maintaining and improving the 

democratic society in which they live.  

For each of the concepts even greater challenge can be added to the ‘exceptional’ level by 

introducing historical interpretations or historical sources. Students can then use these 

extracts critically to support their judgements related to concepts other than evidential 

thinking or interpretations.  

Cause and consequence year 7 

Emerging 

Students can list 

causes/consequences 

of an event 

Developing 

Students can 

describe the 

causes/ 

consequences of an 

event.  

Students may have 

begun to group 

causes into 

categorise if the 

categories are 

provided for them. 
 

Secure 

Students can select 

examples to match 

categories of 

causes/consequences. 

Students can explain 

how examples of 

causes/consequences 

answer a particular 

question.  

Students can reach a 

judgement about the 

most important 

cause/consequence.  

Extending 

Students can select 

examples to match 

categories of 

causes/consequences. 

Students can explain 

examples and fully 

substantiate a 

judgement about the 

most important 

cause/consequence.  

  



 Exceptional 

Students can select examples to match categories of causes/consequences. Students can 

explain examples and fully substantiate a judgement about the most important 

cause/consequence.  

Students can make links between causes/consequences in a way in which supports their 

argument. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cause and consequence year 8 

Emerging 

Students can 

identify and 

describe the 

causes/ 

consequences of an 

event 

Developing 

Students can select 

examples to match 

categories of 

causes/consequences. 

Students can explain 

how examples of 

causes/consequences 

answer a particular 

question.  

Students can reach a 

judgement about the 

most important 

cause/consequence. 

Secure 

Students can select 

examples to match 

categories of 

causes/consequences. 

Students can explain 

examples and fully 

substantiate a 

judgement about the 

most important 

cause/consequence.  

 

Extending 

Students can select 

examples to match 

categories of 

causes/consequences. 

Students can explain 

examples and fully 

substantiate a 

judgement about the 

most important 

cause/consequence.  

Students can make 

links between 

causes/consequences 

in a way in which 

supports their 

argument. 

Students may begin 

to develop their own 

categories to 

organise their 

thinking and writing. 

Students may begin 

to use the language 

of causation: short 

and long term; 

contributory; 

significant; necessary 

etc.  



 Exceptional 

Students can select examples to match categories of causes/consequences. Students can 

explain examples and fully substantiate a judgement about the most important 

cause/consequence.  

Students can make links between causes/consequences in a way in which supports their 

argument. 

Students will develop their own categories to organise their thinking and writing about 

causation and consequence.  

Students confidently use the language and ideas of causation: short and long term; 

contributory; significant; necessary etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidential thinking Y7 – not training students to spot bias as all sources are biased. We 

want students to be able to recognise sources as material from the time studied, 

comprehend their messages, make connections to wider study using subject knowledge, 

explain utility of source and then recognise limitations of sources in relation to 

provenance.  

Emerging 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of sources 

Students can define a 

source as material 

from the time being 

studied 

Developing 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of sources 

Students can use 

subject knowledge to 

confirm or 

challenge the 

message of a source  

Students can define a 

source as material 

from the time being 

studied  

Secure 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of sources 

Students can use 

subject knowledge to 

confirm or 

challenge the 

message of a source 

Students can make 

suggestions as to 

why the source is 

useful in relation to 

provenance 

Students can define a 

source as material 

from the time being 

studied 

Extending 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of 

sources 

Students can use 

subject knowledge 

to confirm or 

challenge the 

message of a 

source 

Students can make 

suggestions as to 

why the source is 

useful in relation 

to provenance 

Students can 

identify 

limitations of the 

source in relation 

to provenance   



 

Evidential thinking Y8 

Students can 

define a source as 

material from the 

time being studied  

Exceptional  

Students can describe the messages of sources 

Students can use subject knowledge to confirm or challenge the message of a source 

Students can explain in detail why the source is useful in relation to provenance and 

content 

Students can identify limitations of the source in relation to provenance  

Students can define a source as material from the time being studied  

 

 

 

Emerging 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of sources 

Students can use 

subject knowledge to 

confirm or 

challenge the 

message of a source  

Students can define a 

source as material 

from the time being 

studied  

Developing 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of sources 

Students can use 

subject knowledge to 

confirm or 

challenge the 

message of a source 

Students can make 

suggestions as to 

why the source is 

useful in relation to 

provenance 

Students can define a 

source as material 

from the time being 

studied 

Secure 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of sources 

Students can use 

subject knowledge to 

confirm or 

challenge the 

message of a source 

Students can make 

suggestions as to 

why the source is 

useful in relation to 

provenance 

Students can identify 

limitations of the 

source in relation to 

provenance   

Students can define a 

source as material 

from the time being 

studied  

Extending 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of 

sources 

Students can use 

subject knowledge 

to confirm or 

challenge the 

message of a 

source 

Students can 

explain in detail 

why the source is 

useful in relation 

to provenance and 

content 

Students can 

identify 

limitations of the 

source in relation 

to provenance  

Students can 

define a source as 

material from the 

time being studied  

Extending 

Students can describe the messages of sources 

Students can use subject knowledge to confirm or challenge the message of a source 

Students can explain in detail why the source is useful in relation to provenance and 

content 

Students can identify limitations of the source in relation to provenance 



 

 

Interpretations Y7 

 

 

 

 

Students can explain the value of using sources together to study the past  

Students can define a source as material from the time being studied  

Emerging 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of 

interpretations 

Students can define 

an interpretation as a 

view or version of 

the past constructed 

after the time being 

studied 

Developing 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of 

interpretations 

Students can use 

subject knowledge to 

confirm or 

challenge the 

message of an 

interpretation  

Students can define 

an interpretation as a 

view or version of 

the past constructed 

after the time being 

studied 

Secure 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of 

interpretations 

Students can use 

subject knowledge to 

confirm or 

challenge the 

message of an 

interpretation  

Students can 

compare and 

contrast 

interpretations 

recognising there are 

different 

interpretations of the 

past 

Students can define 

an interpretation as a 

view or version of 

the past constructed 

after the time being 

studied 

Extending 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of 

interpretations 

Students can 

compare and 

contrast 

interpretations 

recognising there 

are different 

interpretations of 

the past 

Students can use 

subject knowledge 

to substantiate a 

judgement about 

the extent to which 

the interpretation is 

convincing 

Students can 

define an 

interpretation as a 

view or version of 

the past 

constructed after 

the time being 

studied 

Extending 

Students can describe the messages of interpretations 

Students can compare and contrast interpretations recognising there are different 

interpretations of the past 

Students can use subject knowledge to substantiate a judgement about the extent to 

which the interpretation is convincing 

Students can make suggestions about influences upon the creation of an interpretation 

Students can define an interpretation as a view or version of the past constructed after the 

time being studied 



Interpretations Y8 

 

 

 

Emerging 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of 

interpretations 

Students can use 

subject knowledge to 

confirm or 

challenge the 

message of an 

interpretation  

Students can define 

an interpretation as a 

view or version of 

the past constructed 

after the time being 

studied 

Developing 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of 

interpretations 

Students can use 

subject knowledge to 

substantiate a 

judgement about the 

extent to which the 

interpretation is 

convincing 

Students can define 

an interpretation as a 

view or version of 

the past constructed 

after the time being 

studied 

Secure 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of 

interpretations 

Students can 

compare and 

contrast 

interpretations 
recognising there are 

different 

interpretations of the 

past 

Students can use 

subject knowledge to 

substantiate a 

judgement about the 

extent to which the 

interpretation is 

convincing 

Students can define 

an interpretation as a 

view or version of 

the past constructed 

after the time being 

studied 

Extending 

Students can 

describe the 

messages of 

interpretations 

Students can 

compare and 

contrast 

interpretations 
recognising there 

are different 

interpretations of 

the past 

Students can use 

subject knowledge 

to substantiate a 

judgement about 

the extent to which 

the interpretation is 

convincing 

Students can make 

suggestions about 

influences upon 

the creation of an 

interpretation 

Students can 

define an 

interpretation as a 

view or version of 

the past 

constructed after 

the time being 

studied 

 

Extending 

Students can describe the messages of interpretations 

Students can use subject knowledge to substantiate a judgement about the extent to 

which the interpretation is convincing 

Students can fully explain the impact of the influences upon the construction of an 

interpretation 

Students can define an interpretation as a view or version of the past constructed after the 

time being studied 

  



 

Significance Y7 

 

 

 

Significance Y8 

Emerging 

Students can list and 

describe key people 

or events or ideas 

connected with a 

particular topic 

 

Developing 

Students can list and 

describe key people, 

events or ideas 

connected with a 

particular topic 

Students can select a 

most significant 

example and begin 

to explain that 

example 

Secure 

Students can 

describe key people, 

events or ideas 

connected with a 

particular topic.  

Students can make 

connections between 

their examples and 

the significance 

criteria 

Students can explain 

a judgement about 

the most significant 

example  

Extending 

Students can 

describe key 

people, events or 

ideas connected 

with a particular 

topic.  

Students can use 

the significance 

criteria to explain 

their examples 

Students can 

explain a 

judgement about 

the most 

significant example  

Extending 

Students can describe key people, events or ideas connected with a particular topic.  

Students can use the significance criteria to explain their examples 

Students can substantiate a judgement about the most significant example   

Students can make links between factors in order to demonstrate relative significance 

Emerging 

Students can list and 

describe key people, 

events or ideas 

connected with a 

particular topic 

Students can select a 

most significant 

example and begin 

to explain that 

example 

Developing 

Students can 

describe key people, 

events or ideas 

connected with a 

particular topic.  

Students can make 

connections between 

their examples and 

the significance 

criteria 

Students can explain 

a judgement about 

the most significant 

example  

Secure 

Students can 

describe key people, 

events or ideas 

connected with a 

particular topic.  

Students can use the 

significance criteria 

to explain their 

examples 

Students can explain 

a judgement about 

the most significant 

example  

Extending 

Students can 

describe key 

people, events or 

ideas connected 

with a particular 

topic.  

Students can use 

the significance 

criteria to explain 

their examples 

Students can 

substantiate a 

judgement about 

the most 

significant example 

Students can either 

make links or 

comment on 



 

 

 

Year 7 change/continuity 

 

 

Year 8 change/continuity 

varying 

significance for 

different 

groups/across time   

Exceptional 

Students can describe key people, events or ideas connected with a particular topic.  

Students can use the significance criteria to explain their examples 

Students can substantiate a judgement about the most significant example   

Students can consider varying significance for different groups within society 

Students can consider varying significance over time 

 

Emerging 

Students can identify 

and describe 

changes across time 

Developing 

Students can identify 

and explain changes 

across time using 

examples to prove 

the change  

Secure 

Students can identify 

and explain changes 

across time using 

examples to prove 

the change and 

demonstrating the 

extent of change 

Extending 

Students can 

identify and 

explain changes 

across time using 

examples to prove 

the change. 

Students can 

categorise types of 

change (economic, 

social, political 

etc.) and reach a 

judgement about 

overall extent of 

change. 

Extending 

Students can identify and explain changes across time using examples to prove the 

change. Students can categorise types of change (economic, social, political etc.) and 

comment on the varying extent of change in relation to each category as well as extent of 

change overall.  

Emerging 

Students can identify 

and explain changes 

across time using 

examples to prove 

the change 

Developing 

Students can identify 

and explain changes 

across time using 

examples to prove 

the change and 

Secure 

Students can identify 

and explain changes 

across time using 

examples to prove 

the change. Students 

Extending 

Students can 

identify and 

explain changes 

across time using 

examples to prove 



 

Year 7 similarity and difference 

 

demonstrating the 

extent of change  

 

can categorise types 

of change 

(economic, social, 

political etc.)  and 

comment on the 

varying extent of 

change in relation to 

each category as well 

as extent of change 

overall. 

the change. 

Students can 

categorise types of 

change (economic, 

social, political 

etc.) and comment 

on the varying 

extent of change 

in relation to each 

category as well as 

extent of change 

overall. Comments 

on the varying 

speeds of change 

can also be made. 

 

Exceptional 

Students can identify and explain changes across time using examples to prove the 

change. Students can categorise types of change (economic, social, political etc.) and 

comment on the varying extent of change in relation to each category as well as extent of 

change overall. Comments on the varying speeds of change can also be made. 

Students can note the fluctuations in change – so different speeds, extent, nature and 

direction of change at different times.  

 

Emerging 

Students recognise 

the existence of 

different groups of 

people in the past 

Developing 

Students recognise 

and describe the 

existence of 

different groups 

and/or experiences 

in the past 

Secure 

Student recognise 

and explain (in 

relation to a 

particular question) 

the existence of 

different groups 

and experiences in 

the past  

Extending 

Student recognise 

and explain the 

existence of 

different groups 

and experiences in 

the past. Students 

can also suggest 

reasons for 

differences in 

groups and/or 

experiences in the 

past.  

 

Exceptional 

Student recognise and explain the existence of different groups and experiences in the 

past. Students can also suggest reasons for differences in groups and/or experiences in the 

past.  

Students can explain the typical or majority group/experience whilst recognising 

differences 



 

Year 8 similarity and difference 

 

Emerging 

Students recognise 

and describe the 

existence of 

different groups 

and/or experiences 

in the past 

Developing 

Student recognise 

and explain (in 

relation to a 

particular question) 

the existence of 

different groups 

and experiences in 

the past  

Secure 

Student recognise 

and explain the 

existence of 

different groups 

and experiences in 

the past. Students can 

also suggest reasons 

for differences in 

groups and/or 

experiences in the 

past.  

 

Extending 

Student recognise 

and explain the 

existence of 

different groups 

and experiences in 

the past. Students 

can also suggest 

reasons for 

differences in 

groups and/or 

experiences in the 

past.  

Students can 

explain the typical 

or majority 

group/experience 

whilst recognising 

differences 

Exceptional 

Student recognise and explain the existence of different groups and experiences in the 

past. Students can also suggest reasons for differences in groups and/or experiences in the 

past.  

Students can explain the typical or majority group/experience whilst recognising 

differences 

Students can explain variety of experience within a particular group  

Students can connect their study of groups and experiences to different topics studied at 

KS3 


