
Map Skills EMERGING DEVELOPING SECURE EXTENDING EXCEPTIONAL 

  
Global maps 

I can name the continents 
of the world 

I can name and locate the 
continents of the world 

I can name and locate the 
continents, and the UK and five 

other important countries 

I can name and locate the 
continents, and the UK and 10 

other important countries 

I can name and locate the continents, and 
the UK and 10 other important countries 

and their capital cities 

Europe maps I can locate the UK on a 
map of Europe 

I can name and locate 6 
countries in Europe 

I can name and locate 12 
countries in Europe, and their 

capital cities 

I can name and locate 20 
countries in Europe, and their 

capital cities 

I can name and locate 12 countries in 
Europe, and their capital cities, all spelt 

correctly 

UK maps I can name the four 
countries of the United 

Kingdom 

I can name and locate the four 
countries of the United 

Kingdom 

I can name and locate the four 
countries of the United 

Kingdom, and five major cities 

I can name and locate the four 
countries of the United Kingdom, 

and five major cities, and four 
mountain ranges and three 

oceans 

I can name and locate the four countries 
of the United Kingdom, and five major 
cities, and four mountain ranges, three 

oceans and three major rivers 

Mental maps 
and sketch 
maps 

I can draw a simple sketch 
map from a photograph 

I can draw a clear map from a 
photograph, and can sketch a 

simple map of the area where I 
live 

I can draw a detailed map from 
a photograph, and can sketch a 
clear map of the area where I 

live, including the main key 
features, such as roads, shops, 

POs etc 

I can draw a detailed map from a 
photograph and an OS map, and 
can sketch a detailed map of the 
area where I live, including the 

main key features, such as roads, 
shops, POs etc 

I can draw a detailed map from a 
photograph and an OS map, and can 

sketch a detailed map of the area where I 
live, and the school area, including the 

main key features, such as roads, shops, 
POs etc 

Compass 
directions 

I can name the four main 
compass directions 

I can draw a compass rose and 
label it with the four main 

compass directions 

I can draw and label an eight 
point compass rose 

I can draw and label an sixteen 
point compass rose 

  

Measuring 
distance 

I can use a ruler to 
measure centimetres on a 

map 

I can, with help, convert 
centimetres on a map into 

metres or kilometres using a 
simple scale 

I can, on my own, convert 
centimetres on a map into 

metres or kilometres using a 
simple scale 

I can use a ratio scale to convert 
measurements on a map into real 

life distances 

I can measure distances on an OS map 
and an atlas, using their scale, on my 

own. 

Grid 
references, 
and longitude 
and latitude 

I can use a simple grid 
system to find places on a 

map 

I can, with help, locate places 
on a map using four figure grid 

references. 

I can, on my own, locate places 
on an OS map using four figure 

grid references 

I can locate places on OS maps 
using six figure references 

I can locate places on OS maps using six 
figure references.  I can locate places in 

an atlas using longitude and latitude. 

Map symbols I can identify specific 
places on maps using a 

simple key 

I can identify specific places on 
maps using a simple versions 

of an OS key 

 I can identify specific places on 
maps using a full version OS key 

I can identify specific places/
features on maps using a full 

version OS key, also I can make 
comments about the human and/
or physical landscape of the area 

  

  

Height on 
maps 

I can use layer colouring to 
identify where hills are on 

maps 

I can use layer colouring and 
spot heights to identify where 

hills are on maps 

I can use layer colouring and 
spot heights to identify where 
hills are on map, and can 
understand simple contour line 
patterns. 

I can use layer colouring, spots 
and contour lines to both 

interpret height on maps, and use 
them to draw my own maps 

I can use contour lines to interpret the 
physical geography of a region 



  EMERGING DEVELOPING SECURE EXTENDING EXCEPTIONAL 

  I can list 2 or 3 ways of dividing 
the world based on wealth 

  

I can describe how countries 
can be divided based on 

wealth 

I can compare countries levels 
of wealth and make decisions 
on their stage of development 

I understand the limitations 
of different ways of judging 

wealth 

 I can outline the strengths 
and weaknesses of the differ-
ent judgement on wealth. 

  I can list 4 of the main devel-
opment indicators. 

I can describe some of the 
main measures of develop-

ment 

I can outline and explain the 
main different measures of 

development used to judge a 
country 

I can evaluate the strengths 
and weaknesses of different 
measures and use examples 
of countries which do not fit 

the general pattern 

I can use changing data sets 
to analyse how countries de-
velopment changes over time 

  With help I can complete sim-
ple bar graphs showing varia-

tions in countries development 
based on indicators 

I can construct bar graphs and 
lines graphs showing the 

changes in development over 
time and between countries 

I can create bar graphs, line 
graphs and scatter graphs to 
help analyse a countries de-

velopment over time and 
against other countries 

I can choose the correct graph 
based on the data given and 

can use the data to evaluate a 
countries development 

I can research from Atlases 
and internet to collate my 

own data and construct cor-
rect graphs as well as run sim-

ple statistical tests. 

  I understand the ways in which 
historical, physical and geo-

graphic factors can limit devel-
opment 

I can describe the ways in 
which historical, physical and 
geographic factors can limit 

development 

I can describe and explain 
using named examples the 

ways in which historical, phys-
ical and geographic factors 

can limit development 

I can build an in depth case 
study of a country which has 

suffered from historical, phys-
ical and geographic limitation 

I can attempt to judge a coun-
tries current level of develop-

ment based on its location 
and history. 

  I can describe the impacts of a 
lack of development 

I can describe the impacts of 
lack of  development and give 
simple ways that we and oth-
ers can reduce those inequali-

ties 

I can describe and explain the 
impacts of lack of develop-
ment on countries and can 
rank the attempts to solve 

these issues 

I can judge the effectiveness 
of different types of aid on 

helping to solve inequalities 

I can judge the effectiveness 
of different types of aid and 
can synthesise the results of 
the same type of aid given to 

different countries 

  I can list 3 types if industry in 
the industrial structure 

I know the different sectors of 
industrial structure and I can 
give examples of jobs in each 

sector 

I can describe how the sizes 
of the different sectors chang-

es over time. 

I can explain how the chang-
ing ratio can impact develop-

ment 

I can explain how changing 
government policies can 

affect the industrial sector 



EMERGING DEVELOPING SECURE EXTENDING EXCEPTIONAL 

I know the Earth is made 
of different layers 

I know that the Earth’s crust is 
broken up into plates, and that 

hazards occur where plates meet 

I understand why plates move, 
and why hazards happen at 

plate boundaries 

I can explain why certain hazards 
occur at different types of plate 

boundary 

I can explain why some hazards are more 
violent/dangerous than others, depending 

on type of plate boundary. 

I  can name two effects 
and two responses to an 

earthquake 

I can describe the causes, name 
three effects and three responses 

to an earthquake 

I can understand the difference 
primary and secondary effects of 

an earthquakes, and short and 
long term responses 

I can evaluate whether primary or 
secondary effects are worse, I can 

evaluate whether short or long 
term responses are more effec-

tive 

I can compare two earthquakes in different 
parts of the world, and give reasons for the 

differences in effects and responses. 

I  can name two effects 
and two responses to a 

volcanic eruption 

I can describe the causes, name 
three effects and three responses 

to a volcanic eruption 

I can understand the difference 
primary and secondary effects of 

an earthquakes, and short and 
long term responses 

I can evaluate whether primary or 
secondary effects are worse. 

I can evaluate the effectiveness of the re-
sponses to a volcanic eruptions. 

I  can name two effects 
and two responses to a 

tsunami 

I can describe the causes, name 
three effects and three responses 

to a tsunami 

I can understand the difference 
primary and secondary effects of 

an earthquakes, and short and 
long term responses 

I can evaluate whether primary or 
secondary effects are worse. 

I can evaluate the effectiveness of the re-
sponses to a tsunami 

I can name three ways to 
reduce the impacts of a 

hazard 

I know what the three Ps are, and 
can name examples for each of 

them 

I can explain why each of the 
three Ps reduces damage from 

hazards 

I can use specific case studies of a 
range of hazards to assess which 

type of prediction/protection/
preparation is most effective. 

  

I can evaluate which ways of reducing dam-
age from hazards if most effective for each 

of the types of hazards we have studied 

I can name one reason 
why people live near 

hazards 

I can describe several reasons why 
people live near hazards 

I can explain the positives and 
negatives of living near hazards 

I can justify why people choose to 
live in hazardous giving detailed 

reasons 

I can justify why people choose to live in 
hazardous giving detailed reasons, using 

case studies to support your answer 

I can describe simple 
patterns on a map show-

ing distribution of haz-
ards 

I can describe main features on a 
photograph of a hazards. 

I can use maps/graphs/
photographs to explain the im-
pacts or responses to a hazard 

I can compare two hazards using 
information from photographs to 

support my answer 

I can analyse data from maps, graphs and 
photograph and develop detailed my own 
interpretation of the impacts/responses to 

a hazard. 

I can complete a simple 
bar graph with the help 

of the teacher 

I can draw simple bar graphs on 
my own 

I can work out the mean of a set 
of data. 

I can draw bar graphs and pie 
charts on my own. 

I can work out mean, median 
and mode 

  

I can draw bar graphs, pie charts 
and choropleth maps on my own. 
I can work out mean, median and 
mode, and explain what this tell 
me about the data I am using. 

  

I can choose which type of graph to draw 
based on the type of data I have. 

I can work out mean, median and mode, 
and explain what this tell me about the 

data I am using.  I know which one of the 
techniques to use with the data I have been 

given. 



Emerging Developing Secure Extending Exceptional 
Locate 3 different biomes 
onto a map. 

Locate physical and manmade features 
on a map of different biomes 

Locate physical and manmade features on a 
labelled map of different biomes 
  
Describe the distribution of physical and 
manmade features of differing biomes. 

Describe and explain the distribution 
of features in all 3 biomes and begin 
to give reasons. 

Be able to explain the role of 
weather and latitude on the distri-
bution of biomes 

Offer suggestions on what it 
may feel like to live in 1 or 2 
biomes. 
  
  
State some issues of living in a 
biome. 

Describe what it would be like to live in 
each biome, offer reasons. 
 

 
Describe the challenges of living in each 
biome 
  
Give reasons for the challenges described 
  
 
Decide which challenge you think is the 
biggest challenge, give reasons for your 
decision 

Describe in detail what it would be like to live 
in each biome, Give reasons why. 
 
Describe and explain the challenges of living in 
in each biome. 
  
Use facts as evidence to support your descrip-
tion and explanation of the challenges. 
  
Assess the challenges of living in each biome 
and decide on the biggest challenge. Clearly 
justify your decision. 

Describe and explain what it would be 
like to live in each biome using geo-
graphical knowledge  and key termi-
nology 
  
Describe and explain the challenges of 
specific places or landscapes in each 
biome, using facts as evidence. 
  
Assess the variety of challenges of 
living in each biome and decide on 
the biggest challenge. Justify your 
decision using PEEL paragraphs. 

Extending plus… 
Assess the advantages and disad-
vantages of life in each biome. 
 
 
Use real life examples to show the 
hardships of life in certain areas 
and link to migration 
 
 
 
write an informed argument about 
the optimum location for humans 
to thrive 

I can list some changes to 
plants to let them live in cer-
tain conditions 

I can describe how some plants can sur-
vive in some / all of the biomes 
  
I can draw and label simple adaptations 
which plants have in each biome 

 I can explain how plants and animals have 
adapted to harsh conditions. 
  
I can draw, label and explain adaptations in 
plants and animals 

I can explain how plants and animals 
have adapted to harsh conditions and 
link to real case study places. 
  
I can design my own plants and ani-
mals which are adapted to life in each 
biome and can link to other plants 
and animals. 

Using key temperature and climatic 
data to inform your answer on 
plant adaptations. 

I can list the reasons why peo-
ple cut down the rainforest 

I can describe why and how people are 
destroying the TRF and changing other 
biomes 
  
  

I can explain why different groups of people 
are destroying the rainforest. I can also de-
scribe management techniques 

I can explain why different groups of 
people are destroying their environ-
ments and can link to the short term 
and long term impacts. I can explain 
management techniques and evaluate 
their successes. 

I can judge the effectiveness of 
management strategies used 
around the world and evaluate the 
NEEDS of economic growth v envi-
ronmental proection 

I can describe 1 change that 
climate change is having on 
one area of the world. 

I can describe how climate change is 
changing biomes around the world 

I can describe how climate change is changing 
biomes and can Explain the problems caused 

I can describe the causes and impacts 
of climate change in different biomes.  
I can also link to real places and use 
data and key geographical terms. 

I can assess the impacts of climate 
change on areas of the world and 
make inferences on bias in debate. 

List the benefits and neg-

atives of tourism 
I can describe why people go on 

holiday to different regions 
I can explain the benefits and problems 

which tourism brings to these areas 
Evaluate the way in which the 

impact of tourism differs in dif-

ferent regions. 

Synthesise other tourist attrac-

tions and apply them to a 

new case. 
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  I can describe basic push and pull 
factors which affect the growth of 

settlements 

 I can explain the reasons 

why people move into cit-

ies in both LIC’s and HIC’s 

I can explain and rank the 

reasons why people move 

into cities in HIC’s and LICs  

and  use real life examples 

I ca make judgement on 

the relative importance of 

different push and pull fac-

tors in different locations 

I can use real case study exam-
ples to show how the push and 
pull factors have altered over 
time 

  I can complete simple line graphs 
to show how the rate of change 
of urbanisation varies between 

HIC, LIC and NEE’s 

I can construct with some help a 
line graph to show how the rate 
of change of urbanisation varies 

between HIC, LIC and NEE’s 

I can construct and analyse a line 
graph to show how the rate of 
change of urbanisation varies 
between HIC, LIC and NEE’s 

I can explain clearly why the rate 
of change of urbanisation varies 

between countries 

I can use data to how 1 countries 
urbanisation rates will vary over 
time, based on a number of fac-

tors 

  I can describe the location of the 
world’s megacities 

I can describe the location of the 
world’s megacities and describe 

the changes over the last 100 
years 

I can describe and explain the 
location of the world’s mega 

cities I can describe the differ-
ences in some of the world’s 

mega cities 

I can use research to make an 
informed judgement about the 

changes to world’s mega cites in 
the next 50 years 

I can use research to make an 
informed judgement about the 

changes to world’s mega cites in 
the next 50 years 

  I can describe some of the envi-
ronmental issues linked to the 

growth of cities 

I can describe and explain the 
impacts of the environmental 
issues linked to the growth of 

cities 

I can describe and explain the 
impacts of the environmental 
issues linked to the growth of 

cities and I can outline the effec-
tiveness of the attempted man-

agement 

I can outline the environmental 
impacts and judge the effective-
ness of each management strat-

egies 

I can assess the management 
and I can appreciate the reasons 

why more is not done 

  I can describe some of the social 
and economic issues linked to the 

growth of cities 

I can describe and explain the 
impacts of the eco and social 
issues linked to the growth of 

cities 

I can describe and explain the 
impacts of the social and eco 
issues linked to the growth of 

cities and I can outline the effec-
tiveness of the attempted man-

agement 

I can outline the social and eco-
nomic  impacts and judge the 
effectiveness of each manage-

ment strategies 

I can assess the management 
and I can appreciate the reasons 

why more is not done 

  I know some of the ways that 
homes can be made sustainable 

I can describe ways in which 
home and cities can be made 

more sustainable 

I can explain the need to make 
cities more sustainable and can 

compare different strategies 

I can compare different strate-
gies used in making home sus-

tainable 

I can compare 2 or more case 
studies of sustainable living to 

judge their effectiveness 



  EMERGING DEVELOPING SECURE EXTENDING EXCEPTIONAL 

  I can label a basic hydrological 
cycle 

I can label the major points of 
the hydrological cycle 

I can label the major transfers 
and stores within the hydro-
logical cycle 

I can label and explain the 
major stores and transfers in 
the system and I can explain 
how they change over time 

I can use real life examples to 
show how the changes and 
stores alter over time. 

  I can separate formations of 
erosion and landscapes of dep-

osition 

I can name formations of ero-
sion and formations of depo-

sition. 

I can name several different 
features of erosion and depo-
sition and I can locate them 

onto a long profile 

I can describe and explain the 
relative importance of erosion 

and deposition on the for-
mation of river features 

I can use real life examples to 
show where different fea-

tures are found. 

   I can give basic sequence of 
features formed by erosion 

I can describe the formation 
of 2 or more erosional fea-

tures 

I can describe and explain the 
formation of 3 major erosion-

al features 

Using correct terminology and 
sequencing I can explain how 
all the major features of ero-

sion form 

I can use examples to show 
how features of erosion form 
and can judge the extent to 
which it fits the textbook ex-

ample 
  I can give basic sequence of 

features formed by deposition 
I can describe the formation 

of 2 or more depositional fea-
tures 

I can describe and explain the 
formation of 3 major deposi-

tional features 

Using correct terminology and 
sequencing I can explain how 
all the major features of dep-

osition form 

I can use examples to show 
how features of deposition 
form and can judge the ex-

tent to which it fits the text-
book example 

  I can list a series of ways in 
which we try to manage river 

flooding 

I can sort management strate-
gies in hard engineering and 

soft engineering 

I can describe and explain 
how a number of hard and 
soft engineering strategies 

operate. 

I ca give the advantages and 
disadvantages of a number of 

different strategies 

I can judge the effectiveness 
of different strategies and 
give a considered view on 

which strategy would fit an 
area. 

  I understand how some factors 
can affect how quickly water 

enters a river 

I can describe how factors, 
both human and physical can 
affect the speed water enters 

a river 

I can explain how a range of 
features can affect discharge 
and can draw a neat storm 

hydrograph 

I can judge the impact of 
different factors on discharge 
and can explain the changes 

in a hydrograph 

All of before and can link the 
hydrograph to a case study 

example. 


