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Our School aims to encourage 
all our pupils to ASPIRE

Achieve… their full potential as individuals
Support…  each other as members of a caring community
Pursue…  knowledge and understanding
Involve…  themselves in the wide range of activities we offer
Respect…  other people’s values, beliefs and customs
Extend…  their horizons, striving to achieve their best



I am delighted to welcome students to join the new era at 
Sir William Robertson. The opening of our Sixth Form in 
September 2012 represented the realisation of a long-held 
ambition to provide students with access to high quality 
post-16 education within the unique learning environment 
that students enjoy at our school.

Sixth form learning provides students with considerable 
academic challenge but huge potential for reward and 
self-fulfilment. Sixth form study also provides a gateway to 
entering higher education and the university system. We 
aim to ensure that all teachers and students in the school 
enjoy mature working relationships built around mutual 
respect and shared responsibility. 

We value all our students and, through our pastoral 
support systems, target setting and monitoring, we offer 

personalised guidance and support throughout the Sixth 
Form.

Our aim is to provide our students with the best 
opportunities to progress into higher education or into 
the world of work, equipped to meet the challenges of 
the twenty-first century. We provide care and continuity 
and we are confident of the breadth and quality of the 
education and support we offer.

If you are currently studying for your GCSE examinations 
in another school but wish to join our sixth form, we 
would also love to hear from you. Please contact the 
School Office for further details and we would be happy to 
arrange a tour of our school.

Mark Guest, Headteacher

Welcome 
to our Sixth Form

There is a rigorous application process for all students who wish 
to join Sir William Robertson Sixth Form. The process begins 
with our Sixth Form Open Evening held in the Autumn, where 
students have the opportunity to find out more information 
about the subjects they would like to study. 

All applicants will then need to submit an application form.  
Interviews will then take place after the winter break and 
conditional offers made to successful candidates. A Sixth Form 
Induction programme is held after the GCSE examinations for 
all students who have received a conditional offer. This is an 
opportunity to experience taster lessons in your chosen AS 
subjects and to begin to adjust to a new way of thinking and 
learning. You will also have an opportunity to get to know 
your new colleagues and explore the opportunities sixth form 
has to offer. The minimum entry requirement to get on a full 
Advanced Level programme at Sir William Robertson Sixth 
Form is 5 GCSE grades at 9-4 including English and Maths. We 
would also normally expect you to have at least a grade 5 or 
6 (course depending) at GCSE, where taken, in the subject or 
course you wish to take at Advanced Level.  Where the GCSE 
has not been taken, the Core and/or a related GCSE will be 
used to determine suitability.

In addition, due to the academic demands of some subjects, 
special entry requirements will apply. Further details regarding 
any special requirements will be provided at the Sixth Form 
Open Evening.

On receipt of GCSE examination results in August, students 
who meet the conditions of their offer will enrol for their 
courses in September.  Students who do not meet the 
conditions of their offer may not be able to join the Sixth Form 
in September or need to select alternative courses and this will 
be confirmed in writing.

In addition achieving the correct grades, students must 
demonstrate excellent behaviour and commitment to 
academic study throughout KS4. This will be determined by 
references from staff at SWRA and for external candidates, 
Heads of Year.

Admissions process
The academy’s provision of good,

impartial careers advice helps
students to plan their futures.

2015



Sixth Form Bursary
A grant may be available to students who meet a 
means tested criteria to help with their costs to study/
travel to school/subsistence.  Application forms will be 
available when students start in Sixth Form and 
will be available on the website.

“Our aim is to provide our students 
with the best opportunities 
to progress into higher 
education or into 
the world of work, 
equipped to meet 
the challenges of 
the twenty-first 
century.”

Selecting subjects at Sixth Form
Selecting subjects for A Level or Level 3 BTEC is one of the 
first very significant career decisions that you will have to 
make. The outcomes are both exciting and important. If 
you already have a clear ambition to follow a particular 
path, such as to be an architect, the option choices 
are fairly well defined. However, if you have no 
clear idea of a pathway to follow then your 
choice may be more difficult to make.

You have to think very hard about the 
subjects that you have enjoyed at school and 
those that you have so far excelled in. You 
must find out as much as you can about 
what is involved in the subjects that you are 
considering and then select a combination of 
subjects that will not close too many doors 
into higher education. The process must 
involve speaking to the relevant subject staff 
and also the Careers Advisors as they are all 
willing to help and ensure that you get onto the 
correct pathway for you and your future.

No university will require more than three 
A Levels and due to the new linear assessment model, 
we expect students to select three courses in Year 12 to 
continue to completion in Year 13.

Arriving at your final choice of sixth form subjects means 
some important factors must be taken into consideration:

•  Your own abilities and skills

•  Your strengths and academic interests

•  Your career choice and how flexible you can be

•  Your subject range and subject combinations

These decisions are pivotal to your future and should not be 
taken lightly. There is a large support network within school 
and this will remain the case throughout your time spent 
with us. You are supported through tutorials and through 
individual careers interviews. There is a comprehensive 
Careers Library available at all times and you have access to 
numerous websites for information. These are here to help 
and support you and it is very important that you make use 
of these facilities as often as you feel you need them.

UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service)
applications begin in Year 12, so it is necessary to remain 
focused on your post-18 plans and research as much as you 
can. Pastoral care within Sir William Robertson is outstanding 
and it is important to note that this support will continue 
throughout your Sixth Form career via your Enrichment 
Teacher, Academic Tutor and Head of Sixth Form. 
Remember that the support is there for you to use.

Making informed choices

S I X T H  F O R M



S I X T H  F O R M

Sixth Form life
Our aim at Sir William Robertson is to create well-
rounded students, equipped with the skills necessary 
to bring them success in their A Level studies and 
beyond. The sixth form student experience will be 
enhanced through a system of mentoring, academic 
tutorials, enrichment and extra-curricular activities.

Pastoral support
We take great pride in our ability to provide 
outstanding care and guidance to our students. Sixth 
form students will be overseen by their Academic 
tutors in conjunction with the Head of Sixth Form.

Academic tutorials 
The academic progress of our sixth formers is closely monitored by a team of 

Academic tutors who meet with their students for tutorial sessions once a 
half term to set valuable targets.

Additionally, our enrichment programme works on students developing 
the following areas:

•     Thinking and analytical skills

•     Capacity to construct arguments and draw conclusions

•     Facility to deal with broad considerations and subject matter

•     Communication and presentation skills

•     Ability to work both independently and with others

The AQA Extended Project Qualification
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) allows each student to embark on a largely self-directed and self-motivated
project in addition to their A Level subjects. Students must choose a topic, plan, research and develop their idea and
decide on their finished product. Creativity and curiosity is encouraged and the project topic may be directly related to a
student’s main study programme or not, but should look beyond the specification. A finished product may take the form
of a: research based written report; production* (eg charity event, fashion show or sports event etc); an artefact* (eg
piece of art, a computer game or realised design). *A written report must accompany these options.
During the EPQ, the student will learn to:

 • manage – identify, design, plan, and complete a project (or task within a group project), applying organisational skills 
and strategies to meet their stated objectives

 • use resources/research – obtain and select information from a range of sources, analyse
  data, apply it relevantly, and demonstrate understanding of any appropriate connections
  and complexities of their topic

 • develop and realise – use a range of skills,
  including using new technologies, to solve
  problems, to take decisions critically,
  creatively and flexibly, and to achieve 

their aims

 • review – evaluate the outcome, 
including their learning and performance.

Extended projects have included everything
from fitness projects to the Speech of a
Future Prime Minister and provide a fantastic
experience and opportunity for the student.

*Qualifications run subject to student uptake.

Students are mature, courteous, polite and friendly. 
They are smart in their appearance and 

participate well in school life. 2015



Private study
Sixth form students have access to the library and dedicated Apple Mac 
suite during study periods to enable them to complete the independent 
study tasks required by their A Level courses. In addition, there is open 
access to the Sixth Form Common Room and the Dining Hall for 
more informal or group study sessions.

Enrichment
Alongside their academic studies, sixth form students enjoy an 
extensive enrichment programme designed to prepare them for life 
beyond school.  During the year students benefit from a number of 
activities including presentations from guest speakers, UCAS workshops, 
charities, various sporting fixtures and external visits.

For students with an interest in music, recording facilities and practice rooms 
are available to book during private study periods. Our Art rooms are open for 
student use.

Visits
In addition to the various off-site excursions associated with their A Level studies, our sixth formers have the opportunity 
to take part in a number of extra-curricular visits including team-building events such as attending UCAS conventions, 
Bishop Grosseteste Next Steps 4 Study Programme, World Challenge and ski trips.

School Council & Committee
Each year an election takes place to select the Head Boy and Head Girl who oversee the school council. They are great 
ambassadors for the school and help shape our future direction. In addition there is a Sixth Form Committee which 
provides the platform for our students to have views heard. The decisions made by the committee are integral to the 
evolution of our sixth form and shape its identity as we continue to expand and develop our Post 16 provision.

“Our Sixth Form is friendly, welcoming and purposeful.  By encouraging hard work and a constructive contribution to the running 
of the school, we strive for an adult atmosphere in which freedom and responsibility are evenly balanced.”

S I X T H  F O R M

Links to some useful websites
Post-18 choices
www.totalprofessions.com/home

www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning

nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk

www.apprenticeships.gov.uk

http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk

movingonmagazine.co.uk/

Student Finance and Lifestyle
www.thestudentroom.co.uk

www.education.gov.uk

www.studentcashpoint.co.uk/Default.aspx

www.moneysavingexpert.com/students

www.bis.gov.uk/studentfinance

Thinking of University?
www.ucas.com

www.cukas.ac.uk

http://unistats.direct.gov.uk

www.opendays.com/

www.prospects.ac.uk/city_guides.htm

www.nus.org.uk

www.ucas.com/connect/videos

www.push.co.uk

Sixth form students are good 
role models for younger students. 2015



A Level 
Fine Art (OCR)

Why study Fine Art?
The OCR course offers students the opportunity to 
experiment with media and techniques and to develop 
a sense of style in art, using the work of others as an 
integral part of the development. This development will 
be extended by students being able to direct their work 
towards their specific interests and skills, with support given 
throughout.

Fine Art helps you develop a number of skills useful beyond 
the art room: the encouragement of creativity, independent 
thought and study skills, an appreciation of the visual world 
and learning to express yourself creatively.

What can I expect?
The course will introduce you to a variety of experiences 
and you will be encouraged to explore a range of media, 
techniques and processes. 

You will explore relevant images, artefacts and resources 
relating to art and design from the past and from recent 
times, including European and non-European examples.   
This will be integral to the investigating and making process. 
Your responses to these examples must be shown through 
practical and critical activities which demonstrate your 
understanding of different styles, genres and traditions.

You will explore drawing using a wide range of methods 
and media on a variety of scales. You will use sketchbooks, 
workbooks and journals to underpin your work where 
appropriate. You will be required to work from a range 
of themes and media to produce work that evidences the 
development from initial ideas to quality finished outcomes. 
A2 Level allows further development of these skills, through 
greater emphasis on research of a personal theme and the 
quality of outcomes.

It is important to understand the importance of individual 
self-motivated study in making sustained progress.

Students are required to choose one or more areas of 
study such as: 
 
 • Portraiture
 • Landscape
 • Still Life
 • Human Form
 • Abstraction
 • Installation

Where could it lead?
Many students go on to Foundation or Degree courses in 
Art and Design, then aim to join the world of architecture, 
advertising, graphic design, illustration, fashion, product 
design or become painters, sculptors, photographers, textile 
designers or teachers to name but a few.

How will I be assessed?
AS Level:

AS Externally Set Assignment 100% total AS Level.

Supervised time 10 hours.

A2 Level:

Personal Investigation 60% A2 Level. No time limit.

Personal investigation supported by written element of a 
minimum of 1000 words.

A2 Externally Set Assignment 40% A2 Level. 

Supervised time 15 hours.

Any further questions?
Please speak to Mrs Lawson or Mrs Norman if you have 
any further questions.

“This course has allowed me to learn new ways of 
creating and developing Art in ways I had never even 
thought about.”



A Level 
Biology (AQA)

Why study Biology?
The world today offers many challenges to a Biologist. 
Students looking to study Biology at A Level should be 
naturally inquisitive about the human body, the natural 
world and the myriad of organisms that populate our 
diverse planet.

The course places significant emphasis on the way in   
which scientists work, and the subsequent contributions 
their acquisition of knowledge can make to modern society. 
It will give students the opportunity to study:

 • Biology and Disease (AS Level)

 • Variety of Living Organisms (AS Level)

 • Populations in the Environment (A2 Level) 

 • Control in Cells and in Organisms (A2 Level)

 • Practical Skills (AS and A2 Level)

What can I expect?
Whilst engaging with a more independent learning style,  
you will have the opportunity to develop your skills in 
practical and investigative work, as well as independent 
enquiry. You will also learn to think critically about aspects  
of Biology which impinge on everyday life.

Where could it lead?
Biology studied at A Level provides a solid background for 
most science based degree courses, including medicine, 
dentistry, natural sciences and biological sciences. A Level 
Biologists have a wide variety of options available when 
choosing a subject to read at university, such as Genetics, 
Environmental Science, Ecology, Bio-medical Science, 
Veterinary Science, Marine Biology and Zoology to mention 
but a few. Career choice is therefore extensive and could 
provide something to suit those who want to work either 
indoors or outdoors, with people, plants or animals, in 
education or research, or a mixture of the above.

These qualifications are linear and students will 
sit all the AS exams at the end of their AS course 
and all the A Level exams at the end of their 
A Level course.

Core content
1 - Biological molecules 

2 - Cells 

3 - Organisms exchange substances with their   
  environment

4 - Genetic information, variation and relationships     
     between organisms 

5 - Energy transfers in and between organisms 
  (A Level only) 

6 - Organisms respond to changes in their internal and  
  external environments (A Level only) 

7 - Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems   
     (A Level only) 

8 - The control of gene expression (A Level only) 



A Level 
Biology (AQA)

How will I be assessed?
AS Level:

Paper 1: What’s assessed: Any content from topics 1–4, 
including relevant practical skills
Assessed: Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
75 marks 50% of AS
Questions: 65 marks: short answer questions, 
10 marks: comprehension question.

Paper 2: What’s assessed: Any content from topics 1–4, 
including relevant practical skills
Assessed: Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
75 marks 50% of AS
Questions: 65 marks: short answer questions, 
10 marks: extended response questions.

A2 Level:

Paper 1: What’s assessed: Any content from topics 1–4, 
including relevant practical skills 
Assessed: Written exam: 2 hours
91 marks 35% of A Level
Questions: 76 marks: a mixture of short and long answer 
questions, 15 marks: extended response questions.

Paper 2: What’s assessed: Any content from topics 5–8, 
including relevant practical skills 
Assessed: Written exam: 2 hours
91 marks 35% of A Level
Questions: 76 marks: a mixture of short and long answer 
questions 
15 marks: comprehension question.

Paper 3: What’s assessed: Any content from topics 1–8, 
including relevant practical skills 
Assessed: Written exam: 2 hours
78 marks 30% of A Level
Questions: 38 marks: structured questions, including 
practical techniques
15 marks: critical analysis of given experimental data
25 marks: one essay from a choice of two titles.

Any further questions?
Questions can be directed to Mrs Porter (Head of Science).

“I have really enjoyed the subject - learning how 
science works and being able to relate it to 
every day life.”



A Level 
Business Studies 
(AQA)

Why study Business Studies?
Fancy yourself at the head of a successful business? Got 
some great ideas for new products or services? Or maybe 
you want to work for a large company, in marketing or 
management? No matter what your vision, Business Studies 
A Level gives you an incredibly powerful start to launch you 
into the world of business.

The Business Studies course is a collection of subjects  
linked with business and business management, such as 
Planning and Financing a Business, Managing a Business, 
Operations Management, Marketing and the Competitive 
Environment, Strategies for Success and Managing 
Change. The course will give you an introduction and an 
understanding of each of these areas, but will also aim for 
you to understand their relationships with each other and 
the relationship businesses have with the outside world.

What can I expect?
To learn how to:

 • Manipulate data in a variety of forms and to interpret  
    their results

 • Present arguments and make judgments and justified
    recommendations on the basis of the available evidence

 • Recognise the nature of problems, solve problems and
    make decisions using appropriate business tools
    and methods 

 • Plan work, taking into account the demands of the task
    and the time available to complete it

 • Conduct research into a specific theme in preparation
    for one or more tasks

 • Challenge your own assumptions using evidence that 
    has become available.

Where could it lead?
Both AS and A Level Business Studies courses will provide 
a useful introduction to the world of business for students 
planning to enter professions such as accountancy and 
banking, business law, computing, economics, marketing, 
management services and human resources management. 
The course also offers a firm basis for continued education 
in the forementioned areas.

How will I be assessed?
Assessment for both AS Level and A Level is 100% 
exam.

AS Level:

Paper 1, Business 1
1 hour 30 mins examination
80 marks, 50% total AS Level.

Paper 2, Business 2
1 hour 30 mins examination
80 marks, 50% total AS Level.

A Level:

Paper 1, Business 1
2 hour examination
100 marks, 33% total A Level.

Paper 2, Business 2
2 hour examination
100 marks, 33% of total A Level.

Paper 3, Business 3
2 hour examination
100 marks, 33% of total A Level.

Any further questions?
Please contact Mr Barnes or Mrs Francis.

“You will have a very good understanding of all 
the business disciplines and a qualification that is 
relevant to all careers.”



NCFE CACHE Technical 
Level 3 Award
Certificate and Extended Diploma
in Health and Social Care

Why study Health and Social Care?

The NCFE CACHE Technical Level 3 Award, Certificate 
and Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care have been 
designed to enable learners to access Higher Education or
assist with progression into the workplace.

The Health and Social Care sector is undergoing radical and
rapid change. Developments in frontline health and social
care mean there’s a demand for well-trained and 
multiskilled people across a range of rewarding employment
opportunities. Opportunities are expanding in certain fields
with, for example, significant recruitment to health visitor
and social worker roles.

These qualifications cover a wide range of key subject areas
in health and social care. The Extended Diploma includes
a wide range of optional units, allowing learners to pursue
an interest in the specific areas of social care, health studies
and health sciences, while still allowing enough diversity for
the optional units to be tailored to suit a learner’s preferred
progression path.

Learners will be required to attend placement in a real
work environment to support their learning. The minimum
required number of placement hours are:

 •  Certificate: 75 hours

 •  Extended Diploma: 175 hours (includes the 75   
        hours completed during the Certificate)

The Certificate and Extended Diploma have been designed
as new ‘Tech Level’ qualifications.

What qualifications can you progress to?
Award:

Upon achievement of this qualification learners will be able
to progress onto the NCFE CACHE Technical Level 3 
Certificate in Health and Social Care and then onto the 
NCFE CACHE Technical Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Health and Social Care.

Certificate:

Upon achievement of this qualification learners will be able
to progress onto the NCFE CACHE Technical Level 
3 Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care. The 
Certificate supports learners’ access to Higher Education 
and progression into a wide range of job roles within the 
health and social care sector. The qualification also supports 
progression to further learning in related subject areas at 
Level 4 and above.

Extended Diploma:

Achievement of the NCFE CACHE Technical Level 3 
Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care supports 
learners’ access to Higher Education and progression into 
a wide range of job roles within the health and social care 
sector.

Where could it lead?
These qualifications do not provide a licence to practise,
but may support progression into a wide range of job roles
in the health and social care sector, including:

 • Care Support Workers in residential settings

 • Healthcare Assistants in Community, Primary Care
  and Acute Health Environments

 • Care Support Workers in Domiciliary Services,
  Supported Living or Day Services

 • Community-Based Support Workers

Or:

 • Access to Higher Education courses.

UCAS Information
UCAS confirm maximum allocation of 84 points at A* to
the NCFE CACHE Technical Level 3 Certificate in Health 
and Social Care.

Any further questions?
Please speak to Mrs Davies if you would like more
information on this new course.



A Level 
Chemistry (AQA)

Why study Chemistry?
Do you take pleasure in working out difficult ideas? Do you 
enjoy logic problems, learning ideas that ‘click’ beautifully 
together? Then you would enjoy Chemistry.

It is like seeing with new eyes all that is before you, within 
your food, on product labels, in cosmetics, in fuels, in the 
atmosphere, in the chemistry of life, and in the chemistry   
of the newest products. If you want to know what makes  
up the world around you, you are a natural chemist.

Chemistry is the study of all chemical substances and how 
to change one chemical into another. The food you eat, the 
air you breathe, your own body, your mobile phone, the 
plants and streets around you are all made of chemicals. As 
you want inexpensive products, chemistry helps to decrease 
economic costs. As you want a safe environment, chemistry 
helps to decrease pollution by detecting the toxins, and by 
destroying them. Gone are the days when poisonous red 
lead oxide was used to colour cheese, or to sweeten cider; 
and now we do not put toxic arsenic in cosmetics, nor 
do we use lead in white paint, or make CFCs that destroy 
the ozone layer. These chemicals were used mostly out of 
ignorance, so with the development of new understanding 
in chemistry a safer world is built.

Chemistry may seem a very complicated subject at first 
sight, but the ideas and complexities are actually built on 
a set of fundamental underlying patterns. Once you have 
developed a careful understanding of these it becomes 
accessible and fun to study. Our aim is always to help 
students to understand these key principles; students can 
then enjoy the logic that underpins the subject, and use it 
to explore and make sense for themselves the many factual 
details and experimental observations.

Students are required to have preferably Grade B or above 
in GCSE science and a sound knowledge of mathematics.

What can I expect?
Students are encouraged to develop hands-on practical 
skills and data analysis skills, to appreciate how science 
works and its relevance beyond the laboratory, to develop 
an enthusiasm for Chemistry, to demonstrate a synoptic 
understanding and to study Chemistry in a contemporary 
context. Both AS and A Level are now linear courses.

At AS Level, students are provided with a solid grounding  
in foundation Chemistry. The specification introduces the 
chemical reactivity of atoms and molecules and provides   
an understanding of their structures. The development and 
use of the periodic table is explained. Students will carry 
out a range of practical activities to support their learning 
experience. 

At A Level the specification develops the concepts of 
physical chemistry introduced at AS. Students study kinetics, 
equilibria, organic chemistry and spectroscopic techniques 
to determine the molecular formulae and structures of 
organic compounds. Students will continue to carry out 
a range of required practicals which will allow them to 
achieve a practical endorsement.

Where could it lead?
There are a huge number of different careers that an A 
Level in Chemistry would pave the way for. It is also a very 
useful qualification for continuing on to a wide variety of 
different higher education courses. You can work chemistry 
into any industrial, educational, scientific or governmental 
field - the list is endless! Some of the careers that A 
Level Chemistry would lead to are: Medicine, Veterinary 
Science, Pharmacy, Nursing, Forensic Science, Biochemistry, 
Physiotherapy, Engineering, Pharmacology, Food Science, 
Research and Development as well as Law, Journalism and 
Education.

Please see overleaf for assessment details.



A Level 
Chemistry (AQA)

How will I be assessed?
AS Level:

Paper 1: Inorganic and Physical chemistry
Content
 • Inorganic chemistry

 • Relevant practical skills

 • Relevant physical chemistry topics eg:
  − Atomic structure
  − Amount of substance
  − Bonding
  − Energetics
  − Equilibria
  − Redox

1 hour 30 mins (50%) 65 marks, with a mixture of short 
and long answer questions
15 marks of multiple choice questions. 

Paper 2: Organic and Physical chemistry
Content
 • Organic chemistry

 • Relevant practical skills

 • Relevant physical chemistry topics eg:
  − Amount of substance
  − Bonding
  − Energetics
  − Equilibria
  − Kinetics

1 hour 30 mins (50%) 65 marks, with a mixture of short 
and long answer questions
15 marks of multiple choice questions. 

A Level:

Paper 1: Inorganic and Physical chemistry
Content
 • Inorganic chemistry

 • Relevant practical skills

 • Relevant physical chemistry topics eg:
  − Atomic structure
  − Amount of substance
  − Bonding
  − Energetics
  − Equilibria
  − Acids and bases
  − Redox 

2 hours (35%) 105 marks, with a mixture of short and long 
answer questions.

Paper 2: Organic and Physical chemistry
Content
 • Organic chemistry

 • Relevant practical skills

 • Relevant physical chemistry topics eg:
  − Amount of substance
  − Bonding
  − Energetics
  − Equilibria 
  − Kinetics

2 hours (35%) 105 marks, with a mixture of short and long 
answer questions.

Paper 3: Practical skills, data handling and synopsis
Content
 • All content

 • All practical skills

2 hours (30%)
40 marks of questions on practical techniques and 
data analysis
20 marks of questions testing across the specification
30 marks of multiple choice questions.

Any further questions?

Please see Mrs Porter (Head of Science), Mr Wigham or 
Dr Miles.

“A Level Chemistry really develops your knowledge 
of important chemistry topics, enhances your ability 
to work with numbers in chemical calculations - even 
though they can be tough at times - and builds on 
your laboratory practical skills. Our teacher always 
encourages us to succeed.”



Why study BTEC Computing?
The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in
Computing is aimed at post 16 learners who are interested
in an initial introduction to study of this area of the ICT
sector. It allows learners to gain fundamental knowledge
and skills in computing from which they can progress to
broader or more specialist study at University or Higher
apprenticeships.

What can I expect?
The qualification is made up from three core units and one
optional unit. The three core units are:

Unit 1 - Principles of Computer Science

This unit covers the principles that underpin all areas of
computer science. It will develop your computational
thinking skills and you will apply those skills to solve
problems.

Unit 2 - Fundamentals of Computer Systems

Learners study the fundamental principles of how computer
systems work, including the role of hardware and software,
the way components of a system work together and how
data in a system is used.

Unit 7 - IT Systems Security and Encryption

Learners study IT system security threats and the methods
to protect against them. Learners undertake activities to
protect IT systems from security threats, including data
encryption.

The optional can be from one of the following:

 • Unit 11: Digital Graphics and Animation.

 • Unit 15: Games and Website Development.

 • Unit 17: Mobile Apps Development.

These units allow progression to a variety of degrees when
combined with other suitable Level 3 qualifications.

Where could it lead?
When taken alongside other Level 3 qualifications such as A
Levels, this qualification provides an opportunity to progress
to higher education to study a BTEC Higher National in a
computing discipline, a degree in a computing discipline or a
degree where computing-related skills and knowledge may
be advantageous, such as business studies.

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: Written examination

Unit 2: Written examination

Unit 7: Internally assessed

Optional Unit: Internally assessed.

This qualification is the equivalent in size to one A level.

Any further questions?
Please speak to Mr Barnes, Mr Brogan or Mr Gilbert.

“ICT has given me fundamental skills, which I will be 
able to use in my future career.”

BTEC Level 3
National Extended Certificate
in Computing



A Level 
Drama & Theatre 
(Edexcel)

Why study Drama & Theatre?
The A Level Drama & Theatre course develops your 
understanding of Drama from GCSE and puts practical 
work at the heart of each of the 3 components of study. It 
is an opportunity to study plays from the point of view of a 
director, designer, performer and critic. For those students 
who have enjoyed their GCSE Drama course, you will love 
this. You will explore different playwrights, practitioners and 
texts in much more detail and develop your ability to be an 
outstanding actor. 

This course is running as an A Level and requires 2 years of 
study.

What can I expect?
A Level Drama and Theatre will expand your creativity 
and offer opportunities for you to share it with others. 
The course will be taught through group workshops, 
discussions and seminars. There will also be opportunities 
for independent research and practical exploration. We aim 
to see as many live performances as possible, helping to 
expand your knowledge of Theatre.

How will I be assessed?
Component 1 – Devising

40% of A Level

In this component students will develop their creative 
and exploratory skills to devise an original performance. 
The starting point for this devising process will be an 
extract from a performance text and an influential theatre 
practitioner.

In their creative explorations, students will learn how text 
can be manipulated to communicate meaning to audiences 
and they will begin the process of interpretation. They 
will gain an understanding of how a new performance 
could be developed through the practical exploration of 
the theatrical style and use of conventions of the chosen 
practitioner.

Students will be asked to complete a portfolio to go 
alongside the performance.

This component is assessed by the teacher and moderated 
by the exam board.  

This assessment will take place at the end of Year 12.

Component 2 – Text in Performance

20% of A Level

Students will develop and demonstrate theatre-making 
skills, appropriate to their role as a performer or designer. 
They will explore how they realise artistic intentions in 
performance.

The knowledge and understanding acquired though the 
study of one key extract from a performance text in 
Component 1 can be applied to assist in the interpretation, 
development and realisation of key extracts from 
performance texts.

Teaching and wider reading should address the significance 
and influence of social, historical and cultural contexts on 
the chosen texts and extracts.

There are two areas of focus.

1)  A monologue or a duologue performance from one  
 key extract from one performance text.

2)  A group performance of one key extract from a  
 different performance text.

This component is assessed by a visiting examiner.  

This assessment will take place in Year 13.



How will I be assessed?
Component 3 – Theatre Makers in Practice (The Exam)

40% of A Level

Theatre is a collaborative art form and it is important 
that students have a clear understanding of how different 
creative ideas are put into practice. This component 
requires students to consider, analyse and evaluate how 
different theatre makers create impact.

Throughout this component, students will consider how 
production ideas and dramatic elements are communicated 
to an audience from the perspective of a director, a 
performer and a designer.

Students will critically analyse and evaluate their experience 
of live performance. As an informed member of the 
audience they will deconstruct theatrical elements which 
will help inform their own production choices and develop 
their own ideas as potential theatre makers.

Students will practically explore texts in order to 
demonstrate how ideas for performance and production 
might be realised from page to stage. They will also 
consider the methodologies of practitioners and interpret 
texts in order to justify their own ideas for a production 
concept. Students will research the original performance 
conditions and gain an understanding of how social, 
historical and cultural contexts have informed their 
decisions as theatre makers.

There are three areas to be covered in the exam.

1)  A live theatre evaluation.

2)  Page to stage: realisation of a complete performance  
 text.

3)  Interpreting one complete performance text, in light  
 of one practitioner for a contemporary audience.

Any further questions?
Please see Miss Burrough for further details.

A Level 
Drama & Theatre 
(Edexcel)



A Level 

Why study English Language?
The English Language is central to nearly everything we do. 
The ability to understand and explain this essential force in 
our lives is a powerful skill for anybody to possess. If you 
want to learn how and why we use English as we do, then 
this course is for you.

This course will provide you with a natural progression 
from your GCSE study of English Language. We will teach 
you all about our great language: about its structures and its 
functions, its developments and its variations. Additionally, 
our course allows you to develop your ability to express 
yourself creatively in speech and writing, producing texts  
for different audiences, purposes and genres.

What can I expect?
Our English Language course is not a stuffy series of 
sessions spent poring over textbooks. Instead, we look 
at the real, living language used by real people every day. 
English Language requires a ‘workshop style’ of teaching   
and learning which is practical, active and relevant to the 
lives we actually live. As well as knowledge about the English 
Language, we will give you academic confidence, teach you 
to take responsibility for your own learning and provide you 
with a strong grounding in essential academic principles.

Where could it lead?
This course works well with a wide range of other A Level 
courses and is particularly suitable for those students who 
wish to study English Language, Linguistics or English Studies 
in Higher Education. It would also be a fantastic stepping 
stone for those wishing to pursue courses and careers in: 
the media, journalism, teaching and education, publishing, 
creative writing, languages, philosophy, sociology, psychology 
and many, many more.

How will I be assessed?
This course is a terminally assessed 2 year full 
A Level course whereby you will be entering 
coursework and sitting examinations in Year 13 
only (nothing in Year 12).

Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society

Assessed: Textual variations and representations, children’s 
language development (0-11 years), methods of language 
analysis are integrated into the activities.

Written exam: 2 hours 30 mins

100 marks 40% A Level

Section A - Textual Variations and Representations

 • A question requiring analysis of one text (25 marks)

 • A question requiring analysis of a second text 

   (25 marks)

 • A question requiring comparison of the two texts 

   (20 marks)

Section B - Children’s Language Development

A discursive essay on children’s language development, with 
a choice of two questions where the data provided will 
focus on spoken, written or multimodal language 
(30 marks).

Please see overleaf for further assessment details.

English Language
(AQA, Specification B)



Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change

Assessed: Language diversity and change, language 
discourses, writing skills and methods of language analysis 
are integrated into the activities

Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes

100 marks, 40% A Level

Section A - Diversity and Change

One questions from a choice of two:

Either: An evaluative essay on language diversity 

(30 marks)

Or: An evaluative essay on language change (30 marks)

Section B - Language Discourses

Two texts about a topic linked to the study of diversity and 
change.

 • A question requiring analysis of how the texts use  
    language to present ideas, attitudes and opinions 
    (40 marks)

 • A directed writing task linked to the same topic and  
    the ideas and texts (30 marks).

Non-exam assessment: Language in Action
Assessed: Language investigation, original writing, methods 
of language analysis are integrated into the activities.

Word count: 3,500

100 marks, 20% of A Level

Assessed by teachers, moderated by AQA

Tasks: Students produce:

 • A language investigation (2,000 words excluding data)

 • A piece of original writing and commentary 

   (1,500 words total).

Any further questions?
Contact Mr P Fox Goddard or any member of staff in the 
English Department.

“Studying English Language has been an exhilarating 
experience, which has taught me both how to 
construct and deconstruct language articulately.”

A Level 
English Language
(AQA, Specification B)



A Level 

Why study English Literature?
If you love reading then you may love this course. If you  
love exploring and analysing the things you read in depth 
and detail… then you will definitely love this course.
Our English Literature course is built around a central 
principle: that the exploration of reading processes is an 
interesting and enriching way to approach literary texts. 
Within this central idea, Literature is seen as consisting 
of possible groups of texts which can be categorised, 
and whose meaning can be negotiated in many different, 
rewarding ways.

What can I expect?
Literature students will pay close attention to how 
writers’ methods work in texts and will become skilled 
in developing complex interpretations based upon their 
studies. Students will understand the key literary genres 
through the study of drama, poetry and prose.

As the course develops, students’ appreciation of literature 
is extended in two main ways: by looking in more detail 
at the way texts reproduce cultural meanings; and by 
considering the ways in which texts can be subjected to 
different types of critical approach, yielding different and 
potentially challenging interpretations.

Where could it lead?
English Literature is a challenging, academic subject which 
develops a wide range of analytical and critical skills. It is also 
a very highly-respected subject and complements study in a 
wide range of other subject areas.

English Literature is an excellent choice for those wishing  
to pursue courses and careers in: law, politics, journalism, 
publishing, creative writing, civil service, librarianship, 
teaching and education, philosophy and many more…

How will I be assessed?
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit 
all the AS exams at the end of their AS course and all the 
A Level exams at the end of their A Level course.

Subject content

 • 3.1 - Literary Genres

 • 3.2 - Texts and Genres

 • 3.3 - Theory and Independence

Options:

• 3.1.1 - Aspects of Tragedy

• 3.1.2 - Aspects of Comedy

• 3.2.1 - Elements of Crime Writing

• 3.2.2 - Elements of Political Writing

English Literature 
(AQA, Specification B)



Assessments

Paper 1: Literary Genres
Choice of two options
Option 1A: Aspects of Tragedy
Option 1B: Aspects of Comedy

Study of three texts: one Shakespeare text; a second drama 
text and one further text, of which one must be written 
pre-1900.

Assessed : Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes
closed book 75 marks 40% of A Level.

Paper 1: Literary Genres
Section A: One passage-based question on set Shakespeare 
text (25 marks)
Section B: One essay question on set Shakespeare text 
(25 marks)
Section C: One essay question linking two texts (25 marks).

Paper 2: Texts and Genres
Choice of two options:
Option 2A: Elements of Crime Writing
Option 2B: Elements of Political Writing
Study of three texts: one post-2000 prose text; one poetry 
and one further text, one of which must be written 
pre-1900 Examination will include an unseen passage.

Assessed: Written exam: 3 hours open book
75 marks 40% of A Level

Section A: One compulsory question on an unseen passage 
(25 marks)

Section B: One essay question on set text 
(25 marks)

Section C: One essay question which connects two texts 
(25 marks).

Non-exam assessment: 
Theory and Independence

Study of two texts: one poetry and one prose text, 
informed by study of the Critical Anthology
Two essays of 1250-1500 words, each responding to a 
different text and linking to a different aspect of the Critical 
Anthology
One essay can be re-creative. The re-creative piece will be 
accompanied by a commentary.
Assessed: 50 marks 20% of A Level 
Assessed by teachers moderated by AQA.

Any further questions?
Contact Mr P Fox Goddard or any member of staff in the 
English Department.

“English Literature is versatile and challenging, 
fascinating and exciting.”

A Level 
English Literature 
(AQA, Specification B)



A Level 
French/German
(AQA)

Why study French/German?
Languages are an invaluable skill to have in today’s 
market. A Level study of languages will build upon your 
existing knowledge gained at GCSE. It will give you a 
sound understanding of using your language in a variety 
of contexts and situations; whether on holiday, at work, 
or just in normal day-to-day life. You will improve your 
communication in the foreign language by developing your 
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills, as well as your 
grammatical and literary understanding. The courses are 
designed to help you develop proficiency in your chosen 
foreign language and to appreciate the diversity of cultures 
in an ever expanding multilingual global society. So, if you 
want a fascinating and challenging subject that offers you a 
range of career possibilities at the end, choosing a language 
at A Level is a really smart move.

What can I expect?
Learning a language will open your mind and broaden your 
knowledge of the world through the study of relevant and 
stimulating topics. You will develop your knowledge of how 
language works and with it your ability to express yourself 
in a second language. The units will be taught using a range 
of activities with access to a variety of resources including 
ICT, literature, newspapers, magazines, films and music.

Where could it lead?
A Level languages combine well with all subjects and are 
regarded as an indicator of academic ability and often a 
pre-requisite for entry into some universities. The ability 
to communicate in a foreign language is a highly desirable 
and sought-after skill in all spheres of employment. From 
translating and interpreting, to business, travel and tourism. 
Whichever career path you take, a language will help you 
stand out from other job applicants and potentially earn you 
more.

How will I be assessed?
Over the course of the two years, students will study the 
following topics:

• Social issues and trends • Grammar 

• Political artistic culture  • Communication skills

Students will also study at least one literary work, and one 
film. There is a requirement for students to do an individual 
research project during the second year of study.

A Level Year 1:

Paper 1 - Listening, Reading and Writing
1 hour 45 mins written examination
45% total AS Level.

Paper 2 – Written essay on a film or book studied and 
translation
1 hour 30 mins
25% total AS Level.

Paper 3 – Speaking 
12-14 mins (plus 15 minutes preparation time)
30% total AS Level.

A Level Year 2:

Paper 1 – Listening, Reading and Writing
2 hours 30 mins written examination
50% total A Level.

Paper 2 – Written essay on one text and one film or on 
two texts, and grammar 
2 hours
20% total A Level.

Paper 3 – Speaking (including presentation of project)
21-23 mins (plus 5 minutes preparation time)
30% total A Level.

Any further questions?
Questions about the courses should be directed to:       
Miss Phillips (Head of Languages)
Mrs Fellinger (German)

“I have always liked the language and the course 
has given me the chance to study it in more depth. 
I enjoyed learning about French culture through the 
study of French films.”



A Level 

Why study Further Mathematics?
Do you have a passion for Mathematics? Have you ever 
considered why the work of Sir Isaac Newton is debated 
upon throughout the mathematical world? If so, then 
Further Mathematics is the A Level for you!

Maths is such a vast and varied subject. There is always 
something new to learn and thus not all topics can be 
placed in a single A Level. Further Mathematics is designed 
for those that wish to undertake Maths, Engineering or any 
related subject in higher education. The material covered 
will prove to be of great benefit when embarking on a 
degree course.

Should you wish to take Further Maths at A Level, you will 
be required to achieve a Grade 7 or above in GCSE Maths.

What can I expect?
Students will be required to complete three modules if 
they are to achieve an A Level in Further Mathematics. 
The first two modules will be based solely on Core Pure 
Mathematics. These modules will give pupils an insight into 
branches of Mathematics that they have never seen before. 
For example; Complex Numbers, Matrices and Induction. 
The third module will focus on Applied modules which 
will be chosen following discussion with pupils. These are 
chosen from Core, Statistics, Mechanics and Decision 
Maths.

Where could it lead?
Many degree level qualifications are extremely competitive. 
Courses such as medicine, mechanical engineering, and 
many others are high in demand year upon year. Achieving  
a Further Mathematics A Level is looked upon favourably 
during the application process. If you see Mathematics in 
your future then Further Mathematics is certainly a course 
worth taking.

How will I be assessed?
Those that study Further Maths will be required to 
undertake three exams in addition to the modules from 
single Mathematics. 

Each module will be 100% exam based. 

Examinations will be taken in June. This is to ensure that 
students are allotted the necessary preparation time for 
each module. Each exam is worth 33.3% of the qualification.

Year 12

At the end of Year 12, pupils will be required to sit a mock 
exam for the AS Level content of Core Pure Maths as well 
as half of the applied modules. This is more likely to be 
based on Decision Maths.

Year 13

To conclude the course, the pupils will sit the three exams. 
The initial plan is for students to study Decision 1 and 
Further Core 3 as the applied modules but, as stated, this 
could change depending on the intake.

Any further questions?

We sincerely hope that you see Mathematics in your future 
and wish to study the subject at SWRA. 

Should you have any questions regarding the course 
please contact Mr A Barnes (Head of Mathematics) or any 
member of the Mathematics department who will be happy 
to assist in any way that they can.

“Further Maths has been the most rewarding      
A Level of all my choices. It has challenged me and 
pushed me further than any other subject; the buzz 
you get is incredible! It is a useful subject if you want 
to go on to University - there are loads of careers 
that you can go into after studying Maths.”

Further Mathematics
(Edexcel)



A Level 
Geography (AQA)

Why study Geography?
This A Level Geography course is interesting and 
challenging. Its combination of scientific methods, writing 
and investigation of the world around us makes it a perfect 
subject to study alongside many other subjects at A Level.

The AS Level course involves aspects of both human and 
physical Geography and includes topics such as Rivers, 
Glaciations, Energy and Human Populations.

A2 Level concentrates on current issues which lead to 
global conflicts. In addition to the diverse and interesting 
topics there will be field trips to many different places, 
including a residential visit. Not only will these be 
academically rewarding, but also really good fun and an 
amazing experience! Seeing how geographical theories work 
in reality has inspired many A Level students to continue 
with Geography at university. 

Excellent teaching, field trips and the resources available at 
SWRA all ensure that every student can grasp the methods 
and theories involved in this exciting subject. The field trips 
include day visits to the Peak District and Leicester, and a 
five day residential visit to North Yorkshire.

What can I expect?
Geography is a ‘top ten’ subject - it is high on the list of 
preferred subjects for admission to university. Geography is 
a wide-ranging and engaging subject that will challenge you 
to investigate and answer key questions that are impacting 
on our world today. You will need to think about issues, 
problems and conflicts of interest and in doing so will 
experience a wide range of teaching and learning styles 
both inside and outside of the classroom. You will gain 
greater awareness of current issues through the use of a 
variety of resources and enhance your understanding of the 
environmental impact of our globally growing population. 
Specialist speakers from universities and industry will be 
invited to enhance your learning experience and deepen 
your knowledge and understanding of the subject.

Where could it lead?
In Geography pupils find the work interesting, varied and 
challenging. It is a combination of scientific principles, 
extended writing, statistical skills and an investigation into 
the world around us through coursework. The course 
is broadly divided into 2 categories, human and physical. 
The physical units cover elements such as coastal features, 
water and carbon cycles and hazards. The human units look 
at man relationship with his environment, from changing 
places, to contemporary urban environments and global 
governance. It is clear that if you are interested in the world 
around you and the reasons for change, then Geography is 
for you.

How will I be assessed?
AS Level:

Unit 1 - GEOG1 Physical and Human Geography
(Coastal Environments; Rivers, Floods and
Management; Energy issues and Population Change)
2 hour written exam, 70% total AS Level, 35% total A 
Level.

Unit 2 – GEOG2 Geographical Skills
1 hour written exam on skills and fieldwork questions
30% total AS Level, 15% total A Level.

A2 Level:

Unit 3 – GEOG3 Contemporary Geographical Issues
(Ecosystems: Challenge and Change, World Cities, and
Contemporary conflicts and challenge)
2 hours 30 mins written exam with structured questions,
plus an essay, 30% total A Level.

Unit 4 - GEO4A Geography Fieldwork Investigation
Structured questions based on candidate’s fieldwork
investigation and fieldwork skills
1 hour 30 mins written exam, 20% total A Level.

Any further questions?
Please contact Mr Phillips, Mr Bensley or Mrs Pearce.

“Geography is a great subject! It is highly desirable 
for university application, even if you are not sure 
you want to study it beyond A Level. You will develop 
a range of transferable skills for many courses.”



A Level 
History (AQA)

Why study History?
Studying History is fun and if the past fascinates you and 
you enjoy studying it, there’s no better reason for taking the 
course! History combines the excitement of exploration 
and discovery with the sense of successfully confronting and 
making sense of complex and challenging problems. The 
purpose of historical enquiry is not simply to present facts 
but to search for an interpretation of the past. Historians 
attempt to find patterns and establish meaning through 
the study of evidence. One of the advantages of studying 
History is that it is a broad subject which complements 
other subjects. It provides skills and understanding that will 
always be valuable in any career. 

A Level History builds upon your existing skills gained 
at GCSE, giving you a sound understanding of historical 
principles. The emphasis of the A Level history course is 
on historical knowledge and the skills required for historical 
research, with students gaining knowledge in cause and 
effect, continuity and change, similarity and differences and 
the use of historical evidence. 

The aim of A Level History is to develop an interest in the 
past; acquire an understanding and sound knowledge of 
selected periods or themes; to gain awareness of historical 
concepts; to appreciate the nature and diversity of historical 
sources and methods; grasp a variety of approaches to 
aspects and periods of history; to think independently 
and make informed judgements of issues; and to cultivate 
empathy with people living in diverse places at different 
times. 

What can I expect?
Lessons will involve a wide variety of teaching and learning 
strategies: reading, discussion, group work, video clips, 
presentations, role play, hot seating, independent research, 
statistical analysis, source analysis, revision exercises and 
examination technique practice. 

Studying History improves the depth and range of your 
personal transferable skills and allows you to develop: 

 • Critical reasoning and analytical skills, including the 
  capacity for solving problems and thinking creatively, 
  often through extensive reading 

 • Intellectual rigour and independence, including the 
  ability to conduct research using different types   
  of tools, such as information and communications  
  technology and sources 

 • The ability to construct an argument by selecting and 
  ordering relevant evidence and then to communicate 
  findings in a structured, clear and persuasive manner, 
  both orally and in writing 

 • Additional communication skills, such as negotiating, 
  questioning and summarising 

 • Self-motivation and self-reliance with the ability to  
  work without direct supervision and manage time and 
  priorities effectively 

 • The ability to discuss ideas in groups, accommodating 
  different ideas and reaching agreement 

 • The capacity to think objectively and to approach 
  problems and new situations with an open mind 

 • An appreciation of the different factors that influence 
  the activities of groups and individuals in society. 

Please see over the page for assessment details.



A Level 
History (AQA)

Where could it lead?
A Level History can open up a world of possibilities. 
The course encourages students to develop their writing 
and literature skills, as well as contextual knowledge and 
research skills. For this reason, universities and employers 
often look incredibly favourably upon applicants with this 
qualification. 

History is a respected A Level, which many students choose 
to continue studying to degree level. It is useful for any 
career - particularly those which involve research, analysing 
information and developing arguments. 

Historians are trained in clear thinking, diligence and the 
ability to understand people and situations in the world 
at large. Employers are well aware of the versatility of 
historians and there are numerous careers where history 
is an important qualification: accountancy, librarianship, 
banking and commerce, law, publishing, museums and 
art galleries, teaching, journalism, public relations, human 
resources and a wide variety of social work. 

Many historians also enter the business world through 
management training schemes operated by national 
companies in retailing, marketing and selling, computing and 
personnel work, whilst others go into administrative careers 
in the civil and local government services as well as in the 
private sector. 

Studying for A Level History is a fun and exciting way to 
hone your skills and improve your study abilities. 

How will I be assessed?
A Level Component 1: Breadth Study 

A module in British History
Written exam: 2 hours 30 mins 
3 Questions, 80 marks, 40% of A Level. 

A Level Component 2: Depth Study 

A module in European History
Written exam: 2 hours 30 mins 
3 Questions, 80 marks, 40% of A Level.

A Level Component 3: Historical Investigation 

Personal Study 3000-3500 words 
40 marks, 20% of A Level 
Marked by teachers, moderated by AQA.

Any further questions?
Please see Mr Davies, Mr Hollingworth or Mrs Rawding 
with any further questions or queries about A Level History. 

“Today is history tomorrow and it is important to 
learn from history to progress in the future.  A Level 
History is a fascinating subject that offers you a range 
of career possibilities at the end - and it is surprisingly 
relevant to modern life!”



A Level 
Mathematics (Edexcel)

Why study Mathematics?
Have you ever considered the forces involved in two 
objects that collide? Ever tried to solve simultaneous 
equations with three variables? If you are looking at 
challenging yourself then Mathematics is the A Level for you!

The Mathematics course at SWRA offers students a varied 
and enriching study programme that will provide learners 
with the necessary skills for developing their mathematical 
ability, whilst encouraging independent and group learning. 
Students will study the challenging blend of Core ‘Pure’ 
Maths (C), and will potentially be able to choose from 
the wide-ranging and exciting mixture of Mechanics (M), 
Statistics (S) and Decision maths (D), giving them the 
opportunity to design the course that will fulfil any thriving 
Mathematician’s thirst for knowledge.

Should you wish to study Maths at A Level you will be 
required to achieve a Grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths.

What can I expect?
Students can expect to use their prior knowledge from 
GCSE Maths to develop their mathematical understanding. 
They will develop their ability to understand more complex 
areas of mathematics, as well as increase their explanation 
and comprehension skills in many areas of the subject. 
Students will also witness mathematics in the real world,  
and experience first-hand how mathematics is truly all 
around us.

Where could it lead?
On completion of A Level Maths, potential study areas are 
Physics, Chemistry, Computer Science and Engineering. 
Mathematics is seen as a qualification that showcases 
students’ skills as learners and so is strongly favoured by 
Universities for the majority of degree courses.

We hope that students completing A Level Maths at SWRA 
will continue with the subject, in one of its many forms, in 
higher education. Whether you aspire to be an accountant 
or an aerospace engineer, Mathematics is the first stepping 
stone on your way to a fruitful career!

How will I be assessed?
Students will sit three exams at the end of Year 13. Papers 
one and two will focus solely on Core Mathematics. These 
modules will provide opportunities for pupils to focus 
on Algebra and Geometry in a way that will extend their 
knowledge and challenge their abilities. 

Paper three will have an equal share of Mechanics and 
Statistics, where pupils will be required to use and apply 
Probability Distributions as well as understand the forces 
at work when two objects collide. Universities have made 
it clear that they expect pupils to have a more balanced 
education in the subject. Ensuring that pupils are exposed to 
a mixture of applied mathematics suitably prepares them for 
Higher Education

Any further questions?
Please contact Mr A Barnes (Head of Mathematics) or any 
member of the Mathematics department.

“Studying Maths has been a great experience for me 
and I would fully recommend it to anyone who wants 
to study at A Level.”



A Level 
Media Studies 
(EDUCAS)

Why study Media Studies?
Anybody alive today cannot help but be awed by the 
tremendous scale and power of modern media. The 
Media, in all its many shapes and forms, is everywhere. 
Marshall McLuhan famously claimed that “the medium 
is the message”. Media Studies will help you understand 
that message. Media Studies will help you understand and 
analyse the modern world in which we live in a way that no 
other subject can. 

Media Studies seeks to develop students’ ability to create 
media products as well as explore the principles behind 
such media. You will make films, broadcast radio shows, 
design magazines and websites. You will advertise, market 
and publicise. You will create and evaluate.

What can I expect?
Media Studies lessons are a mixture of theory and practice. 
Academic analysis is combined with imaginative creativity 
in order to help media students appreciate the myriad 
elements of modern media processes. 

As part of your lessons you will study a wide range of 
ideas, concepts and theories: media forms, representations, 
institutions and audiences. You will look in detail at things 
like reality TV, news values, moral panics, regulation and 
censorship, the digital revolution... and much more besides. 

Where could it lead?
Media Studies is a subject which develops a wide range 
of transferable skills. Its comprehensive and integrated 
coverage of media, its focus on new technologies and 
emphasis on contemporary issues and debates, prepares 
students for progression into work or higher education in a 
range of media-related areas such as: 

 • Journalism

 • Broadcasting

 • Teaching and education

 • Publishing

 • Marketing and many more...

How will I be assessed?
Paper 1 (35%)

Section A: Analysing Media Language and Representation

This section assesses media language and representation in 
relation to two of the following media forms: advertising, 
marketing, music video or newspapers. There are two 
questions in this section:

• one question assessing media language in relation to an  
 unseen audio-visual or print resource

• one extended response comparison question assessing  
 representation in one set product and an unseen audio- 
 visual or print resource in relation to media contexts.

Section B: Understanding Media Industries and Audiences

This section assesses two of the following media forms – 
advertising, marketing, film, newspapers, radio, video games 
– and media contexts.

It includes:

• one stepped question on media industries

• one stepped question on audiences.

Paper 2 (35%)

Section A – Television in the Global Age

There will be one two-part question or one extended 
response question.

Section B – Magazines: Mainstream and Alternative Media

There will be one two-part question or one extended 
response question.

Section C – Media in the Online Age

There will be one two-part question or one extended 
response question.

Non-exam Assessment (30%)

An individual cross-media production based on two forms 
in response to a choice of briefs set by WJEC, applying 
knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework 
and digital convergence.

Any further questions?
Please see Mr P Fox Goddard.

“This course has really 
inspired me and I 
hope to study it at 
University. It is 
also good fun…”



A Level 
Music Technology 
(Edexcel)

Why study Music Technology?
The course is an excellent choice for students who wish 
to build on their passion for music and music technology. 
A Level Music Technology encourages you to develop 
your musical creativity and expand your knowledge of 
the workings of the music industry today. It progresses 
your composition and performing skills through various 
technology tasks.

We have purpose built studio rooms with extensive 
studio equipment including Macs which run state of the art 
programs such as Logic ProX. These are available solely for 
Music Technology students.

What can I expect?
A Level Music Technology provides an opportunity to be 
creative in composing and performing music. You will also 
gain an in depth knowledge of studio sampling, sequencing 
and recording.

The course will be taught through group workshops, 
discussions and seminars. There are opportunities for 
individual research and practical exploration. We aim to see 
as many live performances and visit as many technological 
events as possible, helping you to expand your knowledge 
of the subject.

How will I be assessed?
Component 1: Recording

This component assesses students’ skills in capturing, editing 
and mixing sounds to produce an audio recording. Students 
will develop the skills to capture and manipulate sounds 
in corrective and creative ways in order to communicate 
effectively with listeners. Students will use technology to 
explore a range of techniques for capturing, editing and 
manipulating sound which will help them understand the 
impact of music technology on creative processes in the 
studio. They will then produce a completed mix.

Component 2: Technology-based Composition

This component assesses students’ skills in creating, editing 
and structuring sounds with increased sensitivity and control 
to develop a technology-based composition. Students 
will develop the skills to create and manipulate sounds in 
imaginative and creative ways in order to communicate 
effectively with listeners.  Students will use technology to 
explore a range of techniques for developing ideas. They 
will then turn their ideas into completed technology-based 
compositions. Students should develop in-depth knowledge 
and understanding of musical elements and musical 
language, and apply these, where appropriate, to their own 
technology-based compositions.

Component 3: Listening and Analysing

This component allows students to develop listening 
and analysing skills through the study of a range of music 
production techniques used in unfamiliar commercial 

recordings. The production stages of capture and creating 
sounds, editing and arranging sounds and mixing will be 
covered in the examination. Content is grouped according 
to three of the areas of study. This component gives 
students the opportunity to identify, analyse and evaluate 
a range of creative music production techniques, as 
applied to the unfamiliar commercial recordings supplied 
in the examination. As well as identifying effects and their 
associated parameter settings, students will explain the 
principles behind the choice of the effects heard on each 
recording, and their sonic character, in a series of written 
responses. Through the deconstruction and analysis of 
a final, commercial product, students will expand their 
knowledge of the recording and production practices 
associated with a number of historical eras.

Component 4: Producing and Analysing

This component assesses students’ knowledge of the 
techniques and principles of music technology through 
a series of written and practical tasks, in the context 
of audio and MIDI materials provided by the exam 
board. The production stages of sound creation, audio 
editing and mixing will be covered. Students will work 
with unedited audio and MIDI materials that have been 
captured using microphone, DI and sequencing techniques. 
The examination will assess the ability to process and 
correct these materials using a range of production skills, 
culminating in a series of audio bounces/exports for 
individual instrumental/vocal parts, plus a final stereo mix. 
Students will refine and combine pre-existing ‘ingredients’ of 
a mix to form a convincing final product. Students will also 
comment on sonic characteristics of the materials provided, 
interpreting the underlying theory associated with these 
as well as justifying decisions they have made in respect of 
selecting processes and parameters when undertaking the 
practical tasks.

Any further questions?
Please see Mr Willson for further details. 

“A highly valued asset 
to a variety of 
entertainment, 
media and music 
industries. It has 
given me essential 
experience as a 
performer and 
developed my 
understanding 
of the widest 
possible range 
of music.”



A Level 
Physics (AQA)

Why study Physics?
Physics is crucial to understanding the world around us and 
the world beyond us. It is the most basic and fundamental 
science. Physics will challenge your imagination with 
concepts like relativity and string theory. It leads to great 
discoveries and technologies which change our lives.

By studying Physics you will study the universe from the 
largest galaxies to the smallest sub atomic particle.

There are a wide range of opportunities to develop your 
understanding of the nature of science throughout the 
Physics course. If you carry on your studies to Physics at 
A2 Level you will study optional topics that generate 
interest.

What can I expect?
This specification is designed to ensure that you progress 
smoothly from GCSE studies in Physics and you will develop 
an in-depth knowledge and understanding of the principles 
of physics.

AS Level Physics provides a new dimension to the study of 
Particle Physics and builds upon the knowledge of forces, 
electricity and waves from GCSE studies. Students are 
required to have preferably Grade B or above in GCSE 
science and a sound knowledge of Mathematics.

Where could it lead?
Physics A Level is a very good indicator of a student’s 
academic ability and is therefore highly regarded by most 
university departments including Law and Accountancy.   
The specification provides a route to University courses 
and other subjects in which physics is a key component. 
In particular, Physics is recommended for those wishing to 
study Science, Engineering, Mathematics, Architecture or 
Medicine at degree level.

Physicists are problem solvers. Their analytical skills make 
them versatile and adaptable. You will find physicists 
working in Engineering, Computing, at Universities and in 
Medicine, Media, Astronomy and Finance; anywhere where 
the ability to think analytically is a great asset.

Core Content
AS Level:

Unit 1 - Measurements and their errors
Unit 2 - Particles and radiation
Unit 3 - Waves
Unit 4 - Mechanics and materials
Unit 5 - Electricity

A2 Level:

Unit 6 - Further mechanics and thermal physics
Unit 7 - Fields and their consequences
Unit 8 - Nuclear physics

Options for A2 Level:

Unit 9 - Astrophysics
Unit 10 - Medical physics
Unit 11- Engineering physics
Unit 12 - Turning points in physics
Unit 13 - Electronics

Please see overleaf for assessment information.



A Level 
Physics (AQA)

How will I be assessed?
AS Level:

Paper 1: What’s assessed: Sections 1 - 5
Assessed by a written examination of 1 hour 30 mins
50% total AS Level, 70 marks of short and long answer 
questions split by topic.

Paper 2: What’s assessed: Sections 1 - 5
Assessed by a written examination of 1 hour 30 mins
50% total AS Level, 70 marks
A: 20 marks of short and long answer questions on practical 
skills and data analysis
B: 20 marks of short and long answer questions from across 
all areas of AS content 
C: 30 multiple choice questions.

A2 Level:

Paper 1: What’s assessed: Sections 1 - 5 plus 6.1 
(Periodic Motion)
Assessed by a written examination of 2 hours 
34% of A Level, 85 marks
60 marks of short and long answer questions and 25 
multiple choice questions on content.

Paper 2: What’s assessed: Sections 6.2 (Thermal Physics), 7 
and 8 plus assumed knowledge from sections 1 to 6.1.
Assessed by a written examination of 2 hours
34% of A Level, 85 marks
60 marks of short and long answer questions and 25 
multiple choice questions on content.

Paper 3: What’s assessed: Section A: Compulsory section; 
Practical skills and data analysis
Section B: Students enter for one of sections 9,10,11, 
12 or 13
Assessed by a written examination of 2 hours
32% of A Level, 80 marks
45 marks of short and long answer questions on practical 
experiments and data analysis.
35 marks of short and long answer questions on optional 
topic.

Any further questions?
Please see Mrs Porter (Head of Science) or Mr Smith.

“I have found the Physics course really interesting and 
useful in terms of my career aspirations.”



A Level 
Design and Technology – 
Product Design (Edexcel)

Why Study Design and Technology: 
Product Design (Edexcel)

A Level Product Design seeks to equip students with design 
skills for the future - Students will be able to recognise 
design needs and develop an understanding of how current 
global issues, including integrating technology, impacts on 
today’s world. It encourages creativity and innovation. 
Students will be required to apply knowledge and 
understanding of a wide range of materials and processes 
used in product design and manufacture. They will be 
required to develop an understanding of contemporary 
industrial and commercial practices applied to designing 
and manufacturing products, and to appreciate the risks 
involved. Students must have a sound working knowledge 
of the use of ICT and systems and control, including 
modern manufacturing processes and systems. Designers 
from the past provide inspiration for present and future 
designing. Students should be aware of the important 
contribution that key historical movements and figures have 
on modern design thinking.

As it is increasingly important we aim for all our students 
to develop an awareness of wider issues in design and 
technology, that design and technological activities can have 
a profound impact on the environment and on society and 
that these, together with sustainability, are key features of 
design and manufacturing practice.

What can I expect?
Lessons will be interactive and include a wide range 
of practical classroom activities; you will be expected 
to participate in both practical and theory elements of 
the course. Learning is aimed towards developing your 
individual creativity, independence, knowledge and skills.   
You will be taught the importance of independent work    
as well as working as part of a design team.

As part of the course you will develop and employ a 
number of personal traits that are vital in everyday life 
as well as in the design world: endeavour, persistence, 
reliability and confidence. This qualification is a perfect 
match for any subject and has been selected for study at 
SWRA due to its versatility, which allows you to enter a 
multitude of career paths.

Where could it lead?
Students can progress from this qualification to:

•  Tertiary education and/or work-based study including  
 product design, engineering and architecture

•  Further training in the design, creative, engineering and/or  
 manufacturing industries

• Employment in a relevant sector.

How will I be assessed?
Terminal exam:

Component 1: Principles of Design and Technology 
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
50% of the qualification
120 marks

Content overview
Topic 1: Materials
Topic 2: Performance characteristics of materials
Topic 3: Processes and techniques
Topic 4: Digital technologies
Topic 5: Factors influencing the development of products
Topic 6: Effects of technological developments
Topic 7: Potential hazards and risk assessment
Topic 8: Features of manufacturing industries
Topic 9: Designing for maintenance and the cleaner environment
Topic 10: Current legislation
Topic 11: Information handling, modelling and forward planning
Topic 12: Further processes and techniques.

Mathematical and scientific principles are an important part of 
designing and developing products and students will be expected 
to apply these principles when considering the designs of others.

Component 2: Independent Design and Make Project 
Non-examined assessment
50% of the qualification
120 marks

Any further questions?
Please speak to Mrs Ellwell or Mrs Davie if you have any further 
questions or queries about this course.

“The Product Design course has challenged me to think 
independently and has helped me to develop creatively. I 
feel like the work I am doing is improving more and more 
and I love learning new skills.”



A Level 
Psychology (AQA)

Why study Psychology?
You are human – yet, chances are, you have learnt very 
little about the workings of the human mind – the organ 
that governs your every perception and sensation.

Psychology focuses on the science of the mind, behaviour 
and experience. It looks at how individuals think, what they 
do and the way they are affected by their biological 
make-up and the wider social group. 

If you are fascinated by the idea of understanding the 
brain and if you want to grasp the complexities of human 
behaviour then A Level Psychology is for you. In lessons, 
you may be exploring various areas to do with cognitive, 
behaviour, developmental and even biological psychology 
by focusing on issues such as memory, child and adult 
developmental stages, social behaviourism, abnormalities 
in behaviour, physiological responses and psychological 
research methods.

As you progress you will learn more about critical issues 
related to the mind, behaviour and thinking style by 
exploring the physiological and psychological explanations 
on specific issues such as biological rhythms, relationships, 
gender, psychological disorders and many more.

What can I expect?
Psychology will offer you a unique academic experience.  
You will need to be able to learn scientific information such 
as the aims, procedures and findings of studies but you will 
also need to be able to evaluate these theories critically and 
provide relevant evidence. Some answers require you to be 
concise but there are also longer essay based answers, thus 
again providing diverse experiences and useful transferable 
skills developed through the study of fascinating topics.

Lessons will offer different learning opportunities with 
teachers who are enthusiastic about the subject, with 
written work conducted alongside discussion and pair work, 
presentations, videos and practical (experiments).

Most importantly, Psychology gives you an opportunity to 
learn, understand and evaluate issues happening around you 
in your everyday life, which could then be applied to the 
wider world.

Where could it lead?
Psychology compliments all areas and subjects. Its focus is 
on human mind, behaviour and thinking and is attractive 
to all employment and areas of work involving human 
resources. The subject also instils skills in research, analysis, 
communication and organisation that go well beyond the 
value of the material covered. It is, of course, relevant to 
those interested in Psychology at degree level.

As a university subject, Psychology is popular. Graduates 
enter a wide range of employment sectors including; 
counselling, rehabilitation and social work.

Please see overleaf for further information.

“It’s nice to make a fresh start on a subject not 
taken at GCSE level. Psychology is one of the most 
interesting subjects that I have ever studied.”



A Level 
Psychology (AQA)

How will I be assessed?
You will complete 3 exams at the end of the two year 
course.

A2 Level:

Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology

Written exam: 2 hours, include multiple choice, short 
answer and essay questions worth 24 marks.  

 • Social Influence

 • Memory

 • Attachment

 • Psychopathology

Paper 2: Psychology in Context

Written exam: 2 hours, include multiple choice, short 
answer and essay questions. 

 • Approaches in Psychology

 • Biopsychology

 • Research methods

Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology

Written exam: 2 hours, include multiple choice, short 
answer and essay questions worth 24 marks. 

 • Issues and debates in Psychology

 • Schizophrenia 

 • Aggression

 • Relationships

Any further questions?
Please see Miss Earle with any further questions or queries 
about A Level Psychology.

“It is extremely different to any other subject you’d 
take.”

“It’s interesting and the lessons are fun, it’s one of my 
favourite subjects.”



BTEC
Extended Certificate in Sport 

This qualification equates to one A Level and can be 
studied alongside other A Levels offered within the Sixth 
Form programme.  Within the extended certificate there 
are three mandatory units: Anatomy and Physiology 
(external examination), Fitness Training and Programming 
(externally marked task), Professional Development 
in Sports Industry (internal assignment) and one other 
optional unit chosen from 4-7 below.

What can I expect?
Unit 1 - Anatomy and Physiology
Guided learning hours - 120
Mandatory - externally assessed.

Unit 2 - Fitness Training and Programming for Health, 
Sports and Well-being
Guided learning hours - 120
Mandatory synoptic - externally assessed.

Unit 3 - Professional Development in the Sports Industry
Guided learning hours - 60
Mandatory - internally assessed.

Unit 4 - Sports Leadership
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 5 - Application of Fitness Testing
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 6 - Sports Psychology
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 7 - Practical Sports Performance
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Assessment is undertaken through a series of examinations, 
coursework and internally assessed research projects.  
Pupils work is graded using a scale of P to D*.  In terms of 
points to access universities D* would be worth the same 
points as an A* grade at A Level.

Where could it lead?
The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised 
by higher education providers as contributing to meeting 
admission requirements for many courses if taken alongside 
other qualifications as part of a two-year programme of 
study. It combines well with a large number of subjects and 
supports entry to higher education courses in a very wide 
range of disciplines (depending on the subjects taken 
alongside). For learners who wish to study an aspect of 
sport in higher education, opportunities include:

BA (Hons) in Sport Studies and Business, if taken alongside 
A Levels in Business and Maths.

BSC (Hons) in Sport Psychology, if taken alongside A Level 
Psychology.

BA (Hons) in Sports Education and Special and Inclusive 
Education, if taken alongside A Level English.

BA (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science, if taken a Science 
based A Level.

In the BTEC National units there are opportunities during 
the teaching and learning phase to give learners practice 
in developing employability skills. Where employability 
skills are referred to in this specification, we are generally 
referring to skills in the following three main categories: 
cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical thinking, 
approach non-routine problems applying expert and 
creative solutions, use systems and technology; intrapersonal 
skills: communicating, working collaboratively, negotiating 
and influencing, self-presentation;  interpersonal skills: self-
management, adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring and 
development.

Entry requirements?
Five GCSE’s at grade A* to C, including a GCSE in Science 
and two from GCSE English Language, Mathematics and 
PE. Good attendance, attitude to study and potential for 
development is essential.

Any further questions?
Questions about the BTEC courses should be directed to 
any of the PE staff or Mr Symmons.



BTEC Level 3
National Extended Diploma 
in Sport 

Why study the BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Sport?

This is intended as a Tech Level qualification, equivalent in 
size to three A Levels. It has been designed as a full two-
year programme for post-16 learners.  This qualification 
is particularly appropriate for learners who are interested 
in progressing to a career in sport and physical activity 
development, either directly, or through access to 
universities and higher education. 

Within the National Extended Diploma there are eight 
mandatory units: Anatomy and Physiology (external 
examination), Fitness Training and Programming (externally 
marked task), Professional Development in Sports Industry 
(internal assignment), Sports Leadership, Psychology 
in Sport, Fitness testing, Research Methods and Sports 
provision. A further eight modules are then selected and 
they include topics such as: Leisure Management, Leisure 
Centre operations, Sports Coaching, Sports Massage, 
Performance Analysis, Athletes lifestyles, Gym instruction, 
Exercise to music etc.

What can I expect?

Unit 1 - Anatomy and Physiology
Guided learning hours - 120
Mandatory - externally assessed.

Unit 2 - Fitness Training and Programming for
Health, Sport and Well-being
Guided learning hours - 120
Mandatory - externally assessed.

Unit 3 - Professional Development in the
Sports Industry
Guided learning hours - 60
Mandatory - internally assessed.

Unit 4 - Sports Leadership
Guided learning hours - 60
Mandatory - internally assessed.

Unit 5 - Application of Fitness Testing
Guided learning hours - 60
Mandatory - internally assessed.

Unit 6 - Sports Psychology
Guided learning hours - 60
Mandatory - internally assessed.

Unit 7 - Practical Sports Performance
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 8 - Coaching for Performance
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 9 - Research Methods in Sports
Guided learning hours - 60
Mandatory - internally assessed.

Unit 10 - Sports Event Organisation
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 11 - Research Project in Sport
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 17 - Sports Injury Management
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 18 - Work Experience on Active Leisure
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 19 - Development and Provision of Sport and 
Physical Activity
Guided learning hours - 120
Mandatory synoptic - externally assessed.

Continued 
overleaf.



BTEC Level 3
National Extended Diploma 
in Sport 

Unit 22 - Investigating Business in Sport
Guided learning hours - 90
Mandatory synoptic - externally assessed.

Unit 23 - Coaching and Leading for Participation
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 25 - Rules, Regulations and Officiating in Sport
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 26 - Technical and Tactical Demands of Sport
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Unit 27 - Outdoor and Adventure Activities
Guided learning hours - 60
Optional - internally assessed.

Assessment is undertaken through a series of examinations, 
coursework and internally assessed research projects.  Pupils 
work is graded using a scale of P to D*, or PP to D*D*, or 
PPP to D*D*D*.  In terms of points to access universities 
D* D* D* would be worth the same points as A*A*A* at 
A Level. The course allows you to obtain 420 UCAS points 
(equivalent to 3 A* at A Level).

Where could it lead?
All combinations of optional units available in this 
qualification will support progression to these entry level 
roles in sport and physical activity. The qualification carries 
UCAS points and with any combination of optional units 
are recognised by higher education providers as meeting 
admission requirements for many relevant specialist courses, 
for example:

BSC (Hons) in Sport, Physical Education and Coaching 
Science, which could lead to job roles as a community 
sports coach or a physical education (PE) teacher. 

BA (Hons) in Sports Studies and Development, which 
could lead to job roles as a sports development officer for a 
National Governing Body or County Sports Partnership.

BA (Hons) in Sport Development and Management, which 
could lead to job roles in sports management positions in 
Community Sports Partnerships or Sports Facilities or in 
National Governing Bodies.

In the BTEC National units there are opportunities during 
the teaching and learning phase to give learners practice 
in developing employability skills. Where employability 
skills are referred to in this specification, we are generally 
referring to skills in the following three main categories: 
cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical thinking, 
approach non-routine problems applying expert and 
creative solutions, use systems and technology; intrapersonal 
skills: communicating, working collaboratively, negotiating 
and influencing, self-presentation; interpersonal skills: self-
management, adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring and 
development.

Entry requirements?
Five GCSE’s at grade A* to C, including a GCSE in Science 
and two from GCSE English Language, Mathematics and 
PE. Good attendance, attitude to study and potential for 
development is essential.

Any further questions?
Questions about the BTEC courses should be directed to 
any of the PE staff or Mr Symmons.

“I would highly recommend this BTEC course to 
students who have a passion for both the practical 
and theoretical elements of sport.”



Sir William Robertson 1860 - 
1933
We are immensely proud to be named 
after a unique member of the British 
armed services whose childhood home 
was in the village of Welbourn, where 
his father was the local post-master 
and tailor.

William Robertson, born in 1860 is 
the only member of the army to have 
risen from ‘Private’ to ‘Field Marshal’, and 
this was at a time when the class system 
that prevailed within society was rigidly 
structured and worked against such aspirational 
movement through the classes.

Everything that is written about this extraordinary man testified to his 
perseverance, tenacity, attention to detail and his support for his fellow 
officers and the men serving under him. Typically very blunt when 
expressing his opinions, he earned the respect of all around him and 
finally achieved the highest rank in the British Army. Part of his success 
was that he learned five different Arabic dialects, in addition to speaking 
French (by his own admission badly!) that he learnt from the local 
minister of Welbourn parish.

We are proud of the Sir William Robertson name - a name that captures 
the principles that we now use to drive our school forward and to equip 
our young people with the qualities they need, enshrined in our mission 
to ASPIRE. Our pupils know and stand by those attributes every day.

In sending your child to The Sir William Robertson Academy, you will 
be signing up to a commitment of the ideas espoused by Sir William 
Robertson.



Sir William Robertson Sixth Form
Main Road, Welbourn, Lincoln LN5 0PA

Tel: 01400 272422 
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