30th March 2020
Dear Parent/Carer
Re: Home Learning: Years 7 - 10
Now that we are more than a week into school closures, the reality of home-learning is setting in and the
novelty is wearing off. We appreciate that families will be juggling lots of responsibilities during this difficult
time whilst trying to maintain a sense of normality, so here are a few tips that might help:
•

Develop your own routines. Children are happier when they know what to expect. Maybe ask your
child to help develop a timetable for the next day or week. Be realistic with this; you do not need to
replicate a full school day.

•

When children become upset, or doing the work leads to excessive conflict, it is probably time to stop
and have a rest. Nobody is going to get told off at school for not meeting deadlines or completing all
the work. Do not worry about falling behind; our teachers will plan to pick up where we left off and
address any gaps in learning when we return to school.

•

It is up to you as a family, and individual students, to pick and choose from the work available to help
keep their minds active. Teachers will set plenty of work to make sure that nobody runs out, but
children will not be judged on how much they complete. If a particular project really engages your
child, don’t be afraid to run with it and extend the idea. If they are building a model, for example, this
could be the focus of several day’s work.

•

Variety is key. Try to ensure that your child engages in lots of different types of activity: play in the
garden, plant some seeds, go for a walk, do online quizzes, be creative, bake a cake, watch a
documentary, read a book, have some fun. Make the most of free online activities: Joe Wicks delivers
an online PE lesson every morning on YouTube and David Walliams is releasing an audio story every
day. There are plenty of free books you can download from Amazon and Itunes.

We do not know how long the current arrangements will last, but it may be some time before normality
resumes and we are back in school; our first priority is for everybody to be safe and healthy.
Should you encounter any difficulties accessing Show My Homework, or have any further questions, please
email enquiries@swracademy.org .
Yours sincerely

Steve Grant
Deputy Headteacher

